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LADIES,

T'uz writer of the following trifle re-
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the Hittory of a Lady who formerly
held the fame exalted fituation that you
hold now, Permit Ifabella Markham
to folicit your patronage for the Au-
thor, who has the honour of being,

With great refpedt,
Your obedient humble Servant,

Tue OLD WOMAN.,
May 1, 1799, :






PREFACE.

Pray, Sir, in all the reading which
you have ever read, did you ever read
fuch a book, as Locke’s Effay upon the
Human Underftanding ?— Don’t anfwer
me rafhly ; becaufe many, I know, quote
the book who have not read it ; and many
have read it whe underftand it not.
If cither of thefe be your cafe, as I write
to inftru@, I will tell you in three words
what the book is: itis a Hiftory.—¢ A
¢ Hiftory! of who? what? where?
¢ when ?”—Don’t hurry yourfelf; it is
a hiftory book, Sir, (which may pof-
fibly recommend it to the world,) of
what pafies in a-man’s own mind; and
if you will fay fo much of the book, and
no more, believe me, you will cut no
contemptible figure in a metaphyfical
circle.— But this by the way.

Now
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Now if you will venture to go along
.with me, and look down into the bottom
of this matter, it will be found that the
caufe of obfcurity and confufion in the

mind of man is threefold.

Dull organs, Dear Sir, inthefirft place:
fecondly, flight and tranfient impref-
fions, made by the obje&s when the
faid organs are not dull ; and, thirdly,
a memory like unto a fieve, not able to
retain what it has received,

STOLEN.

THE



THE WITCH,

AND

THE MAID OF HONOUR.

L orp Harrington, of Exton, a remark-
ably handfome man, with good fenfe
and found morals, poffeffed all - the
accomplifhments of a gentleman ; he
had ready wit, and was one of the
brighteft ornaments ofthe court of -
Elizabeth,

This nobleman was defperately in
love with Ifabella Markham, one of her
majefty’s maids of honour. My lord
fighed and made verfes; the lady was
very referved; and.the queen kept a

ftric eye upon them; for,as fhe preferred
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a life of celibacy herfelf, the was not
Pleafed when thofe about her entered the
marriage ftate, This affair was there=
fore carried on flowly ; and the qﬁc”cn

" growing old and daily declining, her
great mind and good difpofition loft
their powers : the firft degenerated into
weaknefs, and the latter into fretfulnefs ;
fo much fo indeed, that thofe of her at-
tendants who had been accuftomed to
her former ftate, could ill bear the
change.

Ifabella Markham, being a favourite,
felt thofe effe€ts much more feverely
than the other ladies. Some have faid,
that thefe fine feelings proceeded from -
feeing her royal miftrefs fo loft from
what fhe was before ; others, that the
queen’s le€tures always turned upon the
inconveniences, the troubles, the mife-
ries of the married ftate, frequently

' glancing
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glancing at the paffion of lord Harring-
~ ton for the fair maid of honour; and
after thefe converfations, fhe thought
the queen more pettith than ufual ; or,
as others will have it, the fair lady found
her royal miftrefs’s remarks more dif-
agrecable. Whether it was one, the
other, or both, is not certain; but cer-
tain it is, that the queen and the maid of
honour were not fo fond of each other’s
fociety as formerly.

Time however, which accomplifhes
all things, releafed this great queen from
the troubles of this tranfitory life, after
.a long and glarious reign ; and I believe
that her fubjeéts of all defcriptions will
ever revere her memory, and acknow-
ledge that fhe poflefled the happy art

_of governing with dignity to herfelf and .
happinefs to them.

312 After
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After a proper time had elapfed, the
happy lord Harrington called Ifabella
Markham his wife. The new king was
gracious; but how different was the
court of James from that of Elizabeth !
alt elegance, all dignity, was flown with
the miftrefs of England. The king was
a pedant, fond of the wrangling of the
fchools, extremely fuperftitious and ill
bred, fpoke the Englith language im-
perfe@tly, and was the oppofite of
Elizabeth in every refpect.

Lady Harrington fighed at the change:
having for fome years been aceuftomed to
ednverfe with Leicefter, the Cecils, Effex,
fir Philip Sidney, fir Fulke Greville, and
other ftars which fhone at the Englifh
court, fhe found the converfation of the
prelent courtiers extremely grofs and of-
fenfive; but the Harringtons’ fortunes not
being large, and their family increafing,

‘ - they
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they were refolved to ftay in London, if
pofiible,. to better them. The king ac-
knowledged them to be clever, polite,
and good people : for the latter he liked
them; but as for the former qualities,
they were difregarded : in fhort, not
having any thing of the kind himfelf,
he thought them ufelefs accomplith-
ments. . S

After a marriage of feven years, my
lord and lady found themfelves oniy
company for each other. The manners.
of the court were entirely changed ; all
that gallantry and high fpirit which fo
eminently diftinguithed the reign of
Elizabeth was fled; all the courage and,
heroifm which gave grace to the youth,
of her time, were loft in the fpiritlefs
James; not a ray of glory ever illominat-
ed his heart ; his head. was full of
polemical fancies; and his converfation

B3 abounded
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abounded with“indclica_cics, which he

- uttered as well as he could to the laugh-

ing courtiers.

‘Lady Harrington never went to coutt ;
it was no place for women ; my lord, but
feldom. Time paffed on, and their four

- children grew rapidly, when-a diftant

relation of lady Harrington’s: died and
left her a.thoufand pounds. Their
fituation was an uneafy one ; they there-
fore refolved to leave London, and
refide at Coombe Abbey near Coventry,
which was my lord’s paternal eftate,
The abbey was in good repair; and
prudence fuggefted, that five hundred

~ of the thoufand would render it com-

fortable, and they might refide there
with much lefs expence than in London,
where they had been fo much neglected,
The town furniture added to that at the
abbey would render it well furnithed,

at
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8t leaft as well as rcafonablc, prudent
people could with. A governor was’
provided from Ozxford for the fons, and
was occafionally toinftruct the daughters.

They lefc London with a figh, her
lady(hip’s much more fincere than my
lord’s, as the metropolis had been her
refidence for fome years; a great part
of her youth was paffed there; and a
retrofpeion of our juvenile days is
ever accompanied with a melancholy
pleafure. She could not divef herfelf
of the idea of the court of Greenwich,
where her royal miftrefs was “born; nor
could fhe recollet Nonfuch without
rcgret. Thofe times, would fhe think,
are paft by as a fleeting cloud, never to
return.  Was I happy when they’
exifted? No,not perfettly fo; but my
uneafinefs proceeded from trifles; yet
I recolleét that thofe trifles were ferious

' B4 things -
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things to me then; and perhaps tén or

fiftcen years hence, what now agitates .

my mind ‘may appear quite as trifling ;
and then fifteen years farther, in all
probability, if it be poflible for frail
morzality to remember, 1 may confider
every nation beneath the moon as a
“hive of bees or a colony of ants. - Bufy
zworld, farewell, farewell! I go not from
a court to a cloifter; but from a great
city*to an abbey; to retirement in the
country, where, perhaps, I may not
find one foul congenial with my own.
'Ungrateful that I.am, to forget the
fource whence all my cares and plea-
fures proceed! But oh, my friend ! the

friend of my youth, had I'but -you to -

comforteme in my retirement, your
good fenfe and eternal cheerfulne(s
would gild the walls of a cottage. But

" that is impoffible ; you muft be flown

to a happier region, or your friend
Ifabella

~
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Ifabellz would not fo long have mourned:
your lofs. Yet let me imitate your
conduét when living ; let me, while I
recolle& your virtues, endeavour to
emulate .them, and at the fame time
reaall the natural courage of ‘my heare
and - the fortitude of my mind to beatr
with patence and refignation evhry
svent which thay happen. ‘

- The tldeﬁ fon rode up; snd obderving:
that her horfe did nbt travel with his.
ufual fpirit, inquired if he was wellx
far to:flag at the beginning of & journcy
was & very bad fymptom. ¢ The faile |
« i3 in- myfelf, ‘I believe,” faid his mb+
. ther; ¢ for I was attendieg to the fises
% nefs of the weather, and therefore let:
“ the animal do juft ag he pleafed ;. but:
¢ ] cat my cyes toward yous. andi
¢¢. ghought you: feemed to he loft.in me--
“ dmnon.”-—“ So. I was,” he rcphcd &
- B§. ' «and
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¢ and what do you think my thoughts
* were' employed ab6ut?” — ¢¢ Your
¢ horfe, probably, or the hounds-we
¢ are to have at the Abbey; or making
¢« new- fet of fithing tackle; though
¢ ] fhould be much more gratified if
¢ your ftudies were the obje&t of your
s¢.thoughts.” — ¢ None of thofe, my
¢ dear mother; I was thinking what
* prince Henry might be doing. You
¢ know hé was ever gracious to me;
« my father thinks proper to live at
¢ Coombe Abbey; I dare fay he is right
% in fo doing; but I extremely regret
¢ Jeaving the prince. He feems fo
“ brave, and fo good, that I could lay
«s down my life for him ; and if he were
« king, I am fure it would be better for
¢ England,”—e‘“ How fhould you know,
¢ Robert, what is beft for England?
“ The king is a man of peace, and a
w good man; and your darling prince
[ Hcm-y
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¢« Henry will, I .hopc, be king in time.
« Come, fpur your horfe, and let us
« join the reft.”

The family- of lord Harrington con-
fited of four children. Robert, the
eldeft, was juft turned of fifteen; and
his father, as all fathers are apt to flatter
themfelves, thought him a youth of
parts. John was fourteen, and had no
charaQeriftics but fun and mifchief;
Elizabeth twelve, and Matilda ten.
There was nothing unmcommon in thefe
children ; they were well fhaped and
healthy, and, as far as could be judged,
had good fenfe; and if they were pro-'
perly educated were likely to be elegant
ladies and gentlemen, and ufeful mem-

- bers of fociety:

- They travelled-on by eafy ftages till
the turrets of Coombe Abbcy appeared in
. B6 view,
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-view. ~ Lord Harriagton’s heart ac-
knowledged the place of his birth with
a melancholy pleafure. . Happy hours.
of childhood, he thought, how oft have
X climbed and logked out of that turret
window! how oft have I exercifed my
horfe in the ménage, or myfelf at ball
in the park! how quick I ran to join
the hawking ot hunting train, and how
flowly did- I return to my preceptor,
and my ftudies ! Yet I have found more
refources in the latter than youth would
wafte a thooght upon 3 but youth muft
be reftrained (loeking at his children) ;.
yet fthould I have been fo firong as I am,

- if I had wafted ‘more time over'the mid-
. nightlamp? No, it would not have been

poffible: I muft therefore, from my own

feclings and experience, . endeavour at -

leaft to bring up my fons to be wufeful
members of fociety ; I'will enure their
bodies to fatigue by exercife, and their
. 12 - minds

Py
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inds by degrees to ftudy ; I will vegue
late my own time, and I hope to
fucceed.

.« My lord,” faid Elizabeth, ¢ is that
*« our houfe ? it feems to be very large.”
« Yes,” he replied, ¢ that is the abbey,
« the place where I was born, and where
& ] paficd fo many agreeable days in my
 youth. ‘But:my father could not givé
“ me a large fortune, and I was fent into
% the world to endeavour to make one.
« This houfe was my. eler brother’s,
¢ who lived many yearsafter the death-of
* my father. You fay it looks very
¢ large, and it is fo; my brother lived
¢ in a much more expenfive ftyle than
¢ his fortune could bear, and died much
¢« in debt. As an honeft man I have
«¢ paid thofe debts, and hope to fave
« fortunes for you, my chlldren, by
s living psudently.”” :
_ “I¢
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" . -e]¢- looks dreadfully frowning -and
« glopmy,” faid Elizabeth.—*¢ It is the
s« chara@er of this ftyle of architeGure;
¢« it would not appear fo magnificent,
« ifit were lighter; it formerly belonged
“ to a fociety of nuns, and, if I miftake
¢ not, was firft endowed by a Richard
«« de Camville, four hundred yearsago;
¢ but it has undergoae many repairs and
< alterations fince its foundation, and,
¢ gloomy as you now think it, has.in
¢ all probability been much more fo;
¢ four hundred years raife and deftroy
¢« innumerable buildings.”

<« Pray, my lord,” faid lady Harring-
ton, ‘¢ how came itinto your family ?”
¢ It was given,” replied my lord, - ¢ to
« an anceftor of mine by Edward the
« Fourth, for taking Henry the Sixth
« prifoner ; and Henry the Eighth gave
¢ the Bath eftate I now pofiefs, which
“ was
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‘s wag church land, to my grandfither

.- when he married his natural daughter;
< and your late royal miftrefs was my
¢« godmother.” ‘

" ‘They were now very near the Abbey;
‘the hazy twilight fhadowed every ob-
jé&, and threw falfe lights upon the
beautiful - Gothic archite®ure. My
lady did not feem in fpirits,  probably
fatigued by her journey; the boys were .
filent, and the girls feemed fearful of
they knew not what; when after crofling
two courts, a large hall, and a long kind
of ftone gallery, they arrived at 2 mag-
nificent room, in which was a comfort
able fire. '

¢ You are all welcome to the Abbey,”
faid my lord, embracing them; ¢ and
« 1 hope we fhall live to fpend many

« cheerful days here; nay I will add
« ycm"’
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¢ years,” Afcer fome uninterefting con~
verfation they retired to reft,

Miftrefs Bridget, the young ladies”
waiting-gentlewoman, attended ; Brid-
get herfelf alfo was waited on by an old
woman who-had taken care of the Abbey
for many years. «“ Why do you give
* that good woman the trouble of com~
«ing up with you, Bridget?”’—« [
* could hardly fes, I mean find tmy way,.
« young lady.”~=¢ But do not keep her
¢ here,” faid mifs: Harrington; the ‘
« muft be tired; I am fure I am, and:
« fhall foon be afleep. But where do.
¢ you fleep, Bridget ?”-—._-“ In the next
¢ room, young lady.,”—¢ Then. fend
« this poor woman to reft,” faid mifs-
Harrington. ¢ Indecd, my younglady,
b fhe is not tired; for yow know the
w cooks, the houfernaids, the pages, the:

& butlcrs, and other fervants, have been:
: . ¢¢ here
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¢« here thefe two days, and have got
“ every thing in order; and- this -is
¢ Goody Dickens, who has been a long
¢ while in this place, knows every crick
¢ and corner, and is wife to the under
¢« gardener.”—< Then her hufband is
¢ fitting up for her,” returned mifs Har-
rington. ¢ Goody Dickens, go down;
¢ Bridget has nothing to do but to go
“ to reft; do'go.” The old woman
curtfted, but ‘moved not.. * Indeed,
% my dear young lady,” faid Bridget,. -
trembling, ¢ I don’t know how fhe can -
s go; do let her flieep this one night
« with me,”=«¢¢ What are you afraid
o of 't Oh the nuns,” fhe exclaim-
ed, ¢ the nuns!”==¢ The nuns,” faid
mifs Harrington, ¢ have been all dead
¢¢ thefe hundred years. Now, Bridget,
¢-] have a great regard for you; but
s¢ if my motheér were to know that you
¢ mentioned any nonfenfe of this fore,
- [ yon
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¢¢ you would not remain an hour in the

“ houfe.”—*< But did not you tell me 2
“ horrible ftory of a nun, Goody Dick- .

“ ens ?”’—¢¢ No,” faid the old woman 3
“ but I began to tell you a ftory that
““was told me by my grandmother,
“ which I have heard many and many

“ a winter’s night; and as you feemed.
¢ to be fleepy, Mrs. Bridget, I thought -

‘¢ it might divert you ; but it would take
¢ a whole fummer’s day to make an end

“ on’t.,”— ] would not hear it, if it
¢ took but two minutes,” faid mifs.

Harrington, « I am fo fatigued ; theres

¢ fore; good Bridget, do take away the -

¢ candle; for I believe my fifter is
¢ afleep.”” Mrs. Bridget obeyed with

alacrity, and Goody Dickens went thh :

her.

" The next morning, when the family

met at brcak(aﬁ, mutual inquiries were .-

made
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made how they had refted, which received
fatisfalory anfwers. The girls thought
the place very dull, and the painted
glafles very fine ; the boys wanted a
ramble in the park to look about them ;
and when breakfaft was over ‘my lord
and lady were left by themfelves. They
remined fome time filent, my lord
thrown back in a chair, and my lady
with ene elbow upon the table, fupport-
ing her head with her hand. The oce
cafion of thig filence it would take fome
time to develope; my lord was a very
clever man, and my lady as clever a
woman ; both were good people, and
happy in each other; they had good
ferife, good education, and were well
accomplithed in all the elegant amufe-
ments of the times ; but they were now
thrown out of the path they had been -
ufed to purfue, and that, Courteous
Reader, was a very ferious affair for a
man
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man of forty-five and a woman of forty 5
it was, as it were, beginning life over
again. Their prefent fituation had not
" been confidered fufficiently ; they had’
left London becaufe it was difagreeable
to them, without drawing any fixed plan
for getting rid.of time ; the heavieft of
all things when you do not know which
way to make ufe of it; in fhort, at this
moment they were both in a ftate of abw
ftraction and indecifion.

My lord, as has been obferved, was
_ s man of letters; had been highly ap-
plauded for his fkill at tournaments;
was & foldier when the country was

threatened with invafion by the Armada;’

.and had been an excellent horfeman and
tennis player; but his ardour for thofe
exercifes was abated, as was alfo the
pleafure of writing verfes upori-the fair

. Floftellas
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Floftellas of his time; and he fat in
{ilent meditatioa. :

Lady Harrington was well verfed - in
facred hiftory, and in the hiftery and
geography of her own country; had
been taught by Ifaac Oliver to draw;
and was extremely fond of flowers; had
read a great deal, and was much ems
ployed that way by her royal miftrefs;
the could play too in a very good ftyle
upon the lute. How then did it bap-
pen that thefe good- people could -not
fet themfelves abeut fomething ? '

Atlength lady Harrington, yawning,
and ftretching her arms, faid, ¢ My
« dear lord, I wifh I had before I left
¢ London purchafed materials for wofk-
¢ ing a bed.”—* Do we want oné, xﬁy
« dear ¥’ returned his lordfhip. « Yes,”
!hexephed 3  that in the fouth room is

very
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“ very fhabby; and the tapeftry. is fo
¢ fine, and in fuch very good copdition,
“that if we had-a rich, handfomg,
« worked bed, and a dozer, ghau's of
¢ the fame patterp, it would"I think, .
“be the beft furnithed room in the
¢ houfe.”—¢ Do you think,” faid my
lord, ¢ it would be better than the pur-
« ple velvet with the gold fringe, which -
¢« king Henry gave to my grandfather?™

—<“ Oh by no means,” replied my
lady ; ¢ that bed I fhall be extremely
¢ careful of;” and, rifing, added, ¢ I
¢ fhall go and look at it dire@ly.”

. Going into the lobby, fhe bade the
page tell her woman to come to her, and
then, recolle€ting herfelf, fhe defired he
would fend up Vincent the houfekeeper.
She was confulkiing with her when fhe
faw her daughters coming towards her,
who faid they withed to walk in the

garden,
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garden, as the weather was fo fine; and
‘Goody Dickens had told Bridget that it
was quite a paradife. ¢ We know how.
¢ fond you are of bowers and flowers,”
faid Matilda. <« Yes,”. returned lady
Harrington, ¢ Iam a paffionate admirer
¢ of thofe things; but if you and Eliza-
" ¢¢ beth could have an idea of Nonfuch,
% you would not,” I am afraid, have a
¢ very magnificent one of goody Dick-
¢¢ ens’s paradife.”

It was now the middle of May; the
fpring had been mild and favourable,
and the air extremely foft and perfumed.
They went through the great hall into
a fquare court which led to the garden;
cvery, thing feemed to fmile; the birds
fyng, and the firft thing which caught. -
their attention was an old man weeding
a bed of tulips. - He faid, that his name
was Simon Dickens; but he was only
. under-
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under-gardener ; that he had livedin the
Abbey many years ; that his father had .
been head-gardener, but, unluckily - for
him, died when he was only . fourteen
years old ; that his mother had been
dead twenty years, and himfelf had mar-
ried the late lord’s under-¢ook ; he bad
taken alk the pains he could to do righe,
and hoped his honourable lordthip and
her honourable ladyfhip would eontinue
him on ; for he was jforely pleafed to think
he fhould fee the fine old Abbey flourith
as it did twenty years ago. Lady Har-
yington replied, that if fhe heard a good
chara&ter of him, fhe hoped he would
A man now appeared at a diftance.
« That is oar gardener, my lady,” faid
Simon. «“ We want tq fee the garden,”
faid- her ladyfhip; ¢ pray fhow it us.”
The gardener made his beft bow;, apd
preceded them, cap in hand, - .

A}

"i‘he
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The garden, though upon a fmaller
feale, was ornamented with trellls-work,
cabinets of verdure, ftraight walks em-
bowered with trees, in the ftyle of Non-
fuch ; and with fower-beds formed into
cyphers. 'When this was pointed out t&
lady Harrington, the afked who ordered
it. < Nobody ordered, pleafe your lady-
« fhip,” returned the man; ¢ for my.
e late lord never troubled himfelf about
¢ thefe things. But when I firft came
« here I heard that the queen thought
« this part the moft pleafant, and fat
¢ herfelf down upon that old bench,
« which I have done all I could to keep
« together ; but as the weather hasalmoft
« demolithed it, I made thefe flower-
< beds in the form of Q. E. as a memo-
 randum.”=—It is very well,” faid
lady Harrington, ¢ but if it had been -
« E.R. I think it would have been
« better.,” The gardener hoped her

voL.I. = ¢ ladyfhip
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ladyfhip did not diflike ir, as he- €8kf’
make any letters her ladyfhip chofe next
year.—No, it would do very well, and
fhe was much pleafed to fee the garden
fo well kept up.  “ My lord,” faid he,
¢¢ ordered, upon the death of his
« brother, to have every thing kept
s« the fame as before; and I have done
¢ every thing in my power to obey
¢ him.”” He then fhewed them the
kitchen ground and orchard, which were
in the fame good order; when, defiring
fome flowers might be fent in, they
made the gardener a prefent, and re-
turned into the houfe.

Lady Harrington now, throwing her-
felf into a chair, faid, ¢ I think, girls,
«¢ we will turn gardeners.” Obh, they
fhould like it of all-things; but how
fhould they get their knowledge ? ¢ Why
4 from books; I do not fuppofe there

. 119 are
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¢ are.any in the-library; but if: yeu
¢ remember, Elizabeth,. I; have 2 -her-
¢¢ bal by..Gerard,  who: I beélieve was a
“¢ phyfician; and he treats of the -cul.-
<¢ tivation of plants as well as prepariog:
¢< them for medicine. Our, books are
< unpacking, and we fhall have them
« to-morrow.”— That is delightful,”
faid Matilda'; « for we-'cin have trees>
<¢ planted by the water, which will pro~
¢ duce geefe.”—¢< Nonfenfe,” returned’
lady 'Harrington, : «-Indéed, madam,™
faid Elizabeth, ¢ we took the book eut’
« of the houfckccpcr s- room, :when the
« had'it in Léndén to make edieines’
¢ from, “and, looking at the' prints, we
« found a ‘tree" which- bore- gecfc, dnd
- «¢ Matilda ‘read ‘the “aceouiits ‘and - the
« geefe are -cafled barnacles, and they
¢ grow in Lancafhire.,”— A ftrange
« account this,” replied lady Harring-
ton; ¢ but if .we can get trees to pro=
; c2 ’ « duce
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«¢ duce fowls, - Matilda, why, fo. much
« the better; let us now be quiet dll-
<« dinner; for I obferved the dial in the
< garden was paft cleven when we left
¢ jt, and my lord and your brothers will
e foon return.”’

- In half an hour my lord and his fons
came in, and dinner was ferved. - Well
~ # boys,”. faid lady Harrington, ¢ how
« have you fpent your time 2”—¢¢ V,
¢ pleafantly, madam; for we found in
 the park the fineft turf to exercife our
¢ horfes upon that can well be imagined,
© and the clevereft fpots to fhoot at
-« the target; there we faw twenty fine
« mares and as many colts; you will
« have plenty of palfreys, fifters; for
« there are feveral that will fuit you
& exaitly.” -

¢« I am glad, young gentlemen,” faid
Mr. Fairfax, their tutor, ¢ thatyou like
¢ the
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¢ the Abbey; it certainly is a fine. place,
¢t and [ hope to-morrow we fhall have a
¢ room to begin our ftudies in.” Ro=
bert looked grave, and Joha chagrined.
“ Very juftly obferved,” faid lord Har-
rington; ¢ your mother and. myfclf will
« this evening appoint one for you. Are
& your books come, fir?” Mr, Fairfax
anfwered in the affirmative, and added,
that he had been employed in putting
them in fome order. The young peo-
ple difperfed after dinnér, and towards
evening my lord, my lady, and Mr.
Fairfax, went over the houfe ; the rooms
were magnificent, and the furniture fuit-
able, but old fathioned; in the rooms
were fcattered fome portraits of the
family, and remarkable perfons; the
library was a beautiful room, and well
furnifhed with the beft books in Latin
and Englith, down to the thirtieth year«=
of Elizabeth; for the late lord was not
c3 a bookifh
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‘a bookith man. - Adjoining the library
was a very good room, partly furmfhcd
‘with {hélvcs, this ‘was allotted by my
‘lord - as a ftudy for his fons, and ordérs
.Were given to remove their' ‘books undcr
Mr. Falrfax s dlrcéhons.

Mr, Faxrfax had taken hlS Mafter-of
Arts degrée 't Oxford, was about feven-
and-twenty years of age ; léarned, gravc‘,
and faturnine ; and perhaps one of the
moft improper men in the “wotld " td
conciliate the love of young peo lc,
He was deftitute of that cheerfulnefs fo
agreeable to youth; "ftern, pedantic,
and felf-conceited, he fpokc little, read
old authors much, .and atga great deal
more ; the two latter indeed feemed to
be his only pleafures. - He was not in
orders, and was rather fufpeted to be
partial to the new fects in government

and
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and religion which were fpringing up
in many parts of the kingdom. -

Mr. Butler, the vicar of the parith,
was his oppofite in every refpect. He
was mild, cheerful, and accommodating,
and charitable to the poor in his parifh,
whom he was ever ready to relieve.
He read praycrs at the Abbey on Wed-
nefdays and Fridays; and the family
from thence always attended him to the
parith church on Sundays. He had
a wife about his own age, and two
" daughters who were in their twenty-fifth;
and twenty-third years. Mrs. Butler,
a very good woman, troubled herfelf
little with the world out of her own
houfe, and even there her occupations

were not very extenfive, her houfehold :

confifting of only one female fervant,
and a boy. She was an excellent
manager, and underftood all culinary.

C 4. matters
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matters as well as any woman for forty
miles round the parfonage, as fhe fre-
quently declared; and, though Mr.
Butler’s income was fmall, yet his table
was as well furnithed as thofe of his more
opulent neighbours. He had already fave
ed five hundred pounds for each of his
daughters; had an eftate of fifty pounds
a-year, which he purchafed with his wifc’s
and his own fortune, upon which fhe was
jointured ; and, from the value of money.
at that time, his daughters would be
very good fortunes. This brought
them many admirers; but, fomehow
or other, none fucceeded. The girls
had an idea of marrying gentlemen,
- Mr. Butler’s father had been a merchant
in London, and had advanced money to
the late lord Harrington, which was part

" ofthe prefent Mr. Butler’s fortune. Mrs.
Butler was a yeoman’s daughter, who
"farmed his owneflate, which was fuppofed
ta
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‘to be worth about a hundred pounds.
a-year. The Mifs Butlers, therefore,.
éonfidered themielves  as gentiewomen,
on account of their father’s pro-
feflion, added to Mrs. Butler’s father
~ having neverbeen in trade. Mr. Butler
certainly was a gentleman; his manners
ever proved him to be fuch.. Whether
his wife or daughters were gentlewomen,.
muft be left to the judgment of the can~-
did perufers of this e/aborare work.

The young ladies at the Abbey had'
during the day fome private converfa-
sion upon what it could poffibly be:
that put poor Bridget. into fuch terror-
the preceding evening;;. and they were:
. refolved to hear a little more about. it..
So when the waiting gentlewoman came-
as ufual to drefs them, Mifs Matilda:
faid, < Have you heard anything more.
«. of that horrible ftory which you men-

as s tioned.

‘.'
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« tioned laft might?”’<—« Why I can’t
¢ fay but I have,” replied Bridget;
% and, young- lady, from:what Goody
«¢.Dickens told me to-day, .it made my
¢ blood run chill in my veins, my hair
« ftand en end, and my fleth creep upon
¢ my bones.”’—¢'What wasit about?”’—
« About, young lady? all concerning
¢¢ the nun of this Abbey.”—¢ Was the
“ murdered ?”* they both exclaimed at
« the fame time. < Why no; from
«¢ what Goody Dickens faid, I could not
¢ make much out about murder; fhe
« fays that her memory fails her, but
-« that her hufband knows ail abeut it.
« Do, good ladies, let us go into the
« garden in the morning, and hear what
« Simon can tell us; for my lady will
< pnot, I dare fay, be up very early, and
-4¢ we may fit comfortably and hear it,”—
¢ Do, fifter,” faid Matilda; « letusgo
¢« to queen Elizabeth’s feat and hear

: ({4 it.”
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it.”—= Why,” replied the eldeft,
“ [ do not think my mother would ap- -
“prove our hearing fuch things; but
“for once, we will liften to lu.s non-
« fenfe.”

The morning apened beautiful ; every
leaf was befprinkled with pearly drops;
and the fun brilliantly played upon the
tops of the trees.. They went into the
garden, and feated themfelves upon ghe
queen’s bench. Simon Dickens was
fent for, and afked if he could notitell
them a ftory of a nun who formerly. §e
longed to- the Abbey. He anfwercd

"%«Yes, my young: ladies; bu; that
« thing happened a power of year} ago,
¢ and I don’t think I am quite perfe&t
“in it; bur I will do as well as [
¢ can.”—¢ Begin then,” faid Elizabcdn,
s¢-and make it as thort as poflible.” He
faid he would, and, after recolleéting

Q6 K himfelf

\
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himfelf till the patience of his auditors
was almoft exhaufted, began as fol-
lows : .

¢ A long time ago, (it was in the
« time of the Romans,) a gallant knight,
¢¢ whofe name was fir Fier d’Bras,
« who lived fomewhere in this neigh-
¢ bourhood, valiantly mounted his .
¢ gourfer, girded on his fword, and
¢ left all his family crying, and lament-
¢ ing ‘the lofs of him. He rode up to
¢ this Abbey, knocked at the poftern
« gate, and wanted to fee the abbefs,
¢ who, fome fay, was his aunt, others
¢¢ his niece, and others his fitter; but
¢« which I can’t tell. Howfoever, fhe

. ¢« was fome how or other his kinfs

« woman. This lady was one of the
< beft gentlewomen in the world, and
¢ very charitable and good to the poor.
¢« She gave the knight her benediction,

¢¢ a ftring
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¢ a ftring of beads, and other giftss'
¢¢ with which he rode away very joyful,
« and went to our king of England,
¢¢ called Lion-hearted Richard, having
¢¢ plucked out the heart of a lion with
¢ his own hands. And fir Fier d’Bras
¢ went beyond the fea with the king to
¢ fight and overcome monfters, though
¢ to what part of the world I do not
¢ rightly know, but it was all among the
¢ blacks.” (“ That muft be bad enough
-¢¢ of all confcience,” faid Bridget ; ¢ for
“] once faw a pi¢ture of one at fir
¢ Robert Naunton’s, and it quite over-
¢ came me.”) “ But as I was faying,”
added Simon, ¢“they fought and
‘¢ conquered the blacks, and then went to
“ overpower the Saracens ;- and after
‘ fighting them man to man, and horfe
“ to horfe, (for the Saracens are good
« jockeys, as I have heard fay,) fir Fier.
*“ d’Bras found himfclf jult as it was
« dark, '
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s¢ dark, and in a parlous cold night, clofé
“ by a wood’s fide ; and out of this wood

« came a horrible monfter, the moft

« horrible monfter shat ever was beheld

« before or fince by mortal man.”’—
¢ That muft have been furely the-devil,”
exclaimed Bridget. ¢ No, a gréat deal
“. worfc,” faid the old man.

Ar that moment they faw lady Harring-
ton approaching, who faid, ¢ I am glad
“to fee you fuch early rifers. What,.
« has Simon been telling you the hiftory
« of my royal rm(‘refss vifit to this -
o fpot? It wilt be a favourite feat of
“ mine as well' as yours, girls; amd. [
« hope we fhall pafs a great many plea-.
¢ fant hours here. 'We can bring our-
« work, our- mufic, and: our- books ;.
% here we fhall fee the flowers of -our
«¢ own planting improve daily, and may
& mdulgc ourfelves. with. the produéts
¢ of:
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 of the autumn fecure from its fultry
“ beams. Come, we will walk once

*¢round the flower-garden, and thenin
“¢.to breakfaft.” - :

When they returned to the houfe, a
fervant informed -them that the books
were carried into the library. They,
therefore, adjourned as foon as breakfaft
- was over,  Now, Matilda,” faid lady
Harrington, ¢ you may give the books
¢ to Giles, and call over their titles, as
< theyare placed upon the fhelves.” FirfY,
‘¢ madam, is the Bible and New Tel=

¢ tament,—the next Chaucer’s Poems,—=

« Gower’s Works,—Sir Thomas More™s
« Hiftory,—Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia,
¢ —Spenfer’s Fairy Queen, — Shake-
<« fpear’s Plays,—Daniel’s Poems,—Da-
<< vis’s Poemsy—~—Do&or Donne’s Poems,
¢ and about a.dozen others; which have
¢ o lettersupon theirbacks,” e Welf;”
: _ ’ ' faid
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faid lady Harrington, < it will be good
« employment for Elizabeth to write the-
« titles, and for you to pafte them;
¢ another day ; but where is our friend:-
s¢ Gerard ?’—<¢ Here he is,” faid Eliza-
beth. < With his barnaclegeefe,.I hope, ™
anfwered Matilda. ¢ You are fo fond.
« of the wonderful,” replied lady Har-
gington, *¢ that I know not what to do-
“ with you.”—% Why, my dear ma-
¢ dam,” faid the young lady,.<¢ do you-
#¢ think anybody could make the ftory ?:
¢ Only. look in this beok,,and you will.
¢ find the print, where the geefe are
« dropping from the tree into the
“ water.”—*¢ It may be there,’” replied:
her mother, ‘“yet 1 have not faith:
“ enough in Mr. Gerard to believe:
¢ jt.”==¢¢ But i3 it not very ftrange,”"
faid Elizabeth, < that fo much. pains
¢ {hould be taken about them? and:
. % there may be.a great many curious
¢ things-
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« things in the world, madam, which
¢ are out of our way, and therefore, not
¢ fecing them, we are apt not to be-
é¢ lieve.”==There may be ftrange things
¢ in the world, my dear Elidubeth,”
faid lady Harrington, ° bwt the moft
¢ unaccountable I have ever met witlk
¢ have been among 'mankind ; for I
<¢ never found any thing in natural hif~
<« tory, for which I could not fome-
¢ how or other account.” '
From this period every thing went on™’
fmoothly with this amiable family for
four years. My lord infpeted the edu- -
cation of his fons, his farms, his hounds,
and bis ftud. My lady that of her
daughters, her domeftic affairs, and her
flowers. The young ladies became no
mean proficients in gardening, and ticir
hyacinths, tulips,' auriculas, and rofes -
were the admiration of the neighbour-
- hood,
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hood. Mufic and dancing mafters came
two months every year from London s
and the worked bed for the fine tapeftry
chamber had never been recolle&ted
fince the firft morning of their arrival
at the Abbey. They danced and had
mufic (for the young women were tole-
rable performers upon the lute, and had
agreeable voices) ; the young men rode
in the ménage ; and the female part of
 the family had their palfreys, for at that
time the luxury of a coach was not com-
mon in London, and in the country the
roads were impaffable for fuch vehicles.
Thefe young people improved in mental
and bodily accomplithments. Robert
had a good figure, and an animated
countenance ; poffeffed a high fenfe of
honour, and feemed inclined to a mar-
tial life, but was rather of a grave turn
of mind. He had been honoured, fince

his abede at the Abbey, with letters --

from.
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from prince Henry, the patron .and
playfellow of his childhood. ‘Thefe lets
ters he hoarded with the fame careasa
mifer does his treafure, ard looked fors
ward with impatience:to-the: time whea
he fhould attend the. prince to the wars. »
John was full-:of fpirit, hatty, and
paffionate ; good and ill tempered in five
minutes ; fond of every thing by turns,
and fteady to ‘nothing; apt to take fire
at what was never meant as an affront;
romantic and rath, and for ever trying
if it were pofible to break his neck in
hunting; eager to try all things, and ne-
-wer fatisfied with any. He was well
. made, light, and a&ive, and carried
himfelf high and lofty as if he difdained
the carth; but was charitable, and thére-
fore had feldom any money in.his purfe.
A terrible tale of diftrefs drew the tears
from his eyes and the cath from his poc- |
. ket
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kes. His father did every thing in his

power to corre@ his foibles, by fetting -

them in & ludicrous light, the oaly
point in which he was vulaerable.. He
frequently gave his money to unworthy
objeCts; yet my lord was in hopes that
experience would cure him, and there-
fore in that refpe left him to himfelf.

Elizabeth was tall and well fhaped 5
fhe had good fenfe too, but it was fre-
quently clouded by foolith fears; and
whether thefe were conftitutional or
proceeded from habit, could never be
determined. Her countenance was good,
and fhe was allowed to be a very fine
young woman,

Matikla was of a different tura, ex-
wemely lively, and did not know whae
perional far was; cool, colleed, sad
Reedier than coukd be expeCed in 3 givd
. " ‘

Al
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of her age. She loved 'dll -her friends
with the warmeft affeCtion, and had ‘4
good figuré, though fhe was not fo
- graceful as her fifter;; bur, light aad aicy
as the goffamer which floats on the au-
tumnal breeze, fhe could go through
almoft any fatigue without fuffering from
it, as her fifter frequently did.

Mrs. Bridget had beard the flory of
. the Nun many times from goody Dice
kens and her hufband, and was frequent-
ly tcazed by her young ladies to tell it ;
but that fhe never did ; for Simon and
his wife could never make her compre-
bend the main bufinefs, as they told it
a different way every time, and therefore
Mirs. Bridget could never get a clue
firong enough to turn it properly about
in her own mind, or mould it to any
kind of fylem; on which account (he
loft the greateft of all poffible pleafures,

tclhng‘-
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telling it to others. Not being able to
connect-the circumftances, however, fhe
gave ‘it up entirely, though it was oxe
way or other (the often declared) the
beft and moft moving hiftory fhe had
ever heard in her whole life, but very

melancholy and fhocking.

One fine O&ober morning, as they
were hunting, the ~déep-mouthed old
Englith hounds had juft made the hare
break cover from a wood, and they weré
giving themfelves up to the joys of the
chace, when Robert faw a. man who
looked like a courier riding towards the
Abbey, and, as he came nearer,: ftrike
into the path which led immediately toit.
The fcent lying breaft-high, the: chace
and his companions had:left him,.and
curiofity prompted Robert:to> inquire
into this man’s bufinefs.- He theréfore
fpurred his horfe after him, and heard the

: meflenger
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mefenger found his horn at the Abbey=
gate. Now he refleCted that perhaps
prince Henry had fent for him to attend
him to the wars. If [0 (thought he) the
time is come for me to be perfetly hap- -

PY; my joy is unbounded at the idea ; it
muft be fo, or why—

He came up to the man, and afked
kim whence he came. ¢ From court,
“with a pacquet from the king to thé
“lord Harrington.”—<¢ Nothing for
« me,” afked Robert eagerly. ¢ No,
“ my noble mafter, but bad news for
« England, and you too.”—<¢ Y¥hat,”
faid Robert, << are the Spaniards coming
« with another Armada ?”’— Not fo,
“ my noble mafter ; but prince Henry,
« the gallant prince Henry, is dead.” =
« Dead! how ? when? where? Tell
* me this moment.” —¢ Some fay,. fir,

he was killed in a tournament ; others,

3 [ that
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«¢ that he received a hurt there which
¢ he never recovered ; others again fay,
« that the violent exercife threw him
« into a fever ; and there are thofe who
«¢ will fay he did not come by his death-
< fairly.”’—¢ Good heaven!” exclaim-
ed Robert ¢ what a day for England !” e
¢ This pacquet,” faid the meflenger,
s muft be delivered to my lord your
¢ father immediately. I muft only reft
¢ my horfe a few hours, and fet forwards -
¢ for London again.”

Robert drooped ; his legs could fcarce-
ly fupport him to his own apartment,
where he could not help exclhiming,
% Oh my prince, my adored mafter!
¢ why, for the good of England, was T.
* not taken, and you blefled with long
¢ life ? what a fatal day for my country !
¢ but why do I put fuch an infignificant '
« being as myfelf in comparifon with

T “you?
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«you ? My father would have mourried
*-me, my motheér, my brother, and' my
% fifters ; but the grief would have gone
« no farther than this little fpot, where
¢« the Abbey ftands.” He then threw
himfelf upoa ‘the bed, and burft into

tears.

When lord Harrington returned from
hunting, he found that the packet con-
tained an order -for him to attend the
court, with a note from the king to the
fame purport. My lord was furprifed,
as he had for many years found himfelf
negleéted by his fovercign. My lady
was amazed, and withed te know why
be was fent for.  Eljzabeth apprehended
it foreboded no good to her father, Ma-
tilda did not think at all upon the fub.
je&, as the faw her mother had no fears:
but John was mad to go with him, and
moft terribly mortified at his refufal,

" "VOL. I. - The
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_‘The .next mdrning was fixed for his
fetting .out towards London;- and pre-
parations were immediately ordered for
-d\at‘pUXPOﬂ?o_ ' -

In the-evening my loid was in 2 deep
reverie.— What can be the reafon;
« my dear lord,” faid lady Harrington,
¢ of this fummons to court ?”—«¢ Per-
« haps,” replied my lord coolly, ¢ the
¢ king, knowing that I was formerly
¢ engaged in a military life, may think
¢ to honour me- with fome employ-
ss.ment; for ‘I have heard that the
. Spaniards feemed inclined to be in
¢« folent of late.” = But do you,”
returned my lady, ¢ think that infolence
¢ can warm the cold blood of king
*“ James? No, nothing bot open vio-
* lence canforce him into a war; and
¢ what would have been the fate of
s England if the royal Elizabeth had

 been



MAID OF HONOUR, - 3%§%

* been of the fame pufillanimous dif-
¢ pofition 2 Her politics were quite dif-
« ferent ; the nation atlarge was not then
¢ like a ftanding pool, which breeds a
¢ thoufand noxious infe&s. Are not
* the minds of men fixed upon new
% feétsin religion, new forms of govern-
¢ ment, new every thing? and what
¢ are the caufes, but eafe and affluence?
« The people’s minds muft be exer-
% cifed ; and thofe who wifth for inno-
*¢ vation, either in church or ftate, ina
v conftitution firmly eftablithed by the
¢ wifdom of our anceftors, whether that
 wifh proceed from the throne or the
¢ people, are in my opinion equally
* wrong. But in times when we are
~ ¢ ypon our mettle, the brave and good
« will come forward, and the fneaking
« fellow, who would be fapping the
“ very ‘foundation of our glorious con-
“ ftitution in a profound peace, will be

' D2 « kept
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¢ kept quiet by the found of the drurﬁ
¢ and the trumpet.”

« Upon my word, Ifabella,” faid my
Jord,  you are a profound politicians
“and I vote for your going to court
¢ inftead of me. But, to tell you my
« thoughts ferioufly, if an armament is .
¢ going out, and ] am offered any fhare
¢« in the cammand, I fhall decline it; -
e« it is not proper for a man no longer:
¢ young, and who has been laid upon
« the fhelf, to trouble himfelf. No,
¢« let thofe who are my juniors take it;
¢ but, if you have no obje&ion, I will
¢« offer my fon John to his majefty; it
¢ may tame him.”’—¢ [ hope it will,”
replied my lady; “and I could with
¢¢ that any friend of yours, who is a
« rigid difciplinarian, would take him;
¢“ he would then be kept within due
¢ bounds, and prevented from encoun-
¢ tering ‘ideal dragons and monfters.”
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- The next day my' lord purfued his
journey, and lady Harrington began to
think of her eldeft fon, who had been
abfent at breakfaft.. Finding, upon en-
quiry,, that he had not left his ropm;
fhe had too much feeling not.to let him
indulge his grief; having found by ex-
perience, that notwithftanding it is a
dreadful diforder of the mind, it is ong
of that kind which. cures itfelf; and fhe
thercfore offered no prefent confolation..

. Mr. Butler, who had read prayers at
the Abbey chapel that day; returning
to the parfonage through the park;
faw Robert fitting at the foot of an
extremely old pollard ath; and as it had
‘been obferved, that it was the month of
©&ober, the venerable tree had juft loft
its leaves; Robert looked as melan-
choly as its fallen honours which weré
firewed around him. Mr. Butler faw
and approached him. ¢ Ah, my good
R D3 ¢ friend,”
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« friend,” faid Robert, “you do not

¢¢ know what a lofs I have fuftained; you
« cannot imagine what I at this moment.
< fuffer. Prince Henry—"" here he burft
into tears. ¢ The Prince, fir,” replied
Mr. Butler, ¢ is certainly happy. 1have
¢ been ever out of the way of courts
* « and princes; but yet I feel the lofs of
¢ prince Henry as of a good man, and
« one who, in all probability, would have
«“made a great king. The whole
¢ nation fpoke well of him, and he is
¢ therefore a general lofs, But you
¢« know, that this life is only a ftate of
¢ probation : if you do not, Mr. Fair-
¢¢ fax has taught and I have preached
% in vain.”’— Mention not Fairfax,” -
faid he fharply: < he hates Kkings
s¢and kingly government.”—=< Then.
¢ he is not what I took him for,” re~
turned Mr. Butler; ¢ but this is not
‘ to our prefent purpofe ; I could wifh:

‘< ta
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** to confole you, by reprefenting’ that
“ the prince is; if you have a proper
¢ idea of what our religion teaches, ia
‘¢ a fituation to be envied. The pangs
<< of deatlr are paft with him ; and if it
¢¢ be poffible for prince Henty to look
< down upon this fublunary world, h¢’
< will pity our frailty in lamenting him..
« He is happy, and above the care of
*¢ mortals.”—¢ My goodfir,” returned
Robert, “what you fay is perfedly
s right; but could you pralice what
¢ you now cnforce ?”— I would cer-
“ tainly endeavour, fir.”—« But have
¢ you had any' trials ?—<< Why, if you
« will ‘allow the lofs of a fon at eigh-
“ teen, and a daughter at feventeen,
¢« who were dutiful and obedient, to be
<t fuch, I have. They were long ficken-
¢ ing, I might fay dying;:a confump-
“tion was the complaint, and 1 faw
«* them declipe gradually as the fun fets

D 4 “in
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-%in a fine evening. But go with me,
"« Mr, Harrington, and 1 will fhew your
¢ the feedling carnations and auriculas
¢ which I have been privately nurfing:
¢¢ for my lady. I hope to furprife her
s next year with fome beautiful flowers;.
¢ I have fome plants too for your fifters;
¢ and I wifh to thew you:a fine young:
« horfe, four years old, and three. colts. -

The animals were much admired by .
the young man, ¢ Iam greatly obliged.
“ to my good lord your father,” faid
Mr. Butler; < and I with to lay myfelf
« uader fome obligations to his fon:.
¢ I therefore requeft it as a favour, that
¢¢ you will take one of them; gratify.
¢ an old man’s withes, my good fir.”, -
Robert hefitated, and then chofe a three
year old colt. '

Robert gradually regained his cheer-

~ fulnefs, and followed his amufements and
ftudies.



MAID OF HONOUR.” _- “f%
ftudies,  The family had not heard.
any thing from my lord, exceépt that he

was well ; the young people began to ba

extremely anxious ; lady Harrington not
fo much fo. She certainly withed to

know the purport of the journey; bue

yet confidered,. that it might not be

proper to truft itto writing ; meflfengers

might be curious, or bribed by thofe’
who were fo. Reftrained by thefe con=

fiderations, fhe waited patiently, -

Robert was fond of reading aloud,-
and read well. Being one evening in the
library, the ladies at their. work, and.
John making fithing tackle,.he faid,.
¢« We have finithed the Fairy Queens.
"« fhall we read fir Philip Sidney’s-
« Arcadia ?”’—¢¢ He is 4 great favourite -
« of mine,” replied lady Harrington,
«and will,.1 am fure, entertain yous
¢ ffters.” _He took down the boak,

. Dy and+
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and found written upon a blank leaf;,
This book is a gift from Matilda Deve-

#exx, to ber dear friend, Ifabella Mark-

Bam —< Pray, madam, who was this.
« Matilda Devereux ?” — « A dear

“ friend of my youth,” anfwered lady

Harrington, ¢ and one whom I have

« lamented many years.,”—¢Is fhe
¢ dead, madam ?”’ afked Elizabeth.

« That I cannot tell, but will inform

¢ you what I know of her hiftory,

- ¢ Mr, Robert Devereux (afterwards
¢ the famous Earl of Effex), when a
¢ very young man, chofe to marry
¢ privately a beautiful young woman of
« the name of Browne, who was a rela®
«¢ tion of lord Montacute’s. Lord Effex,
s¢ his father, knew nothing of this wed-
¢ ding; and they had been married but
« a twelvemonth when his wife died in
¢¢ childbed of my friend Matilda Deve-

(14 reux,
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¢ reux; Old lord Effex was a friend
scand patron of my father’s, and we
¢<lived. in Suffex in his neighbourhood.
¢ Mr. Devereux came one day, in the
¢ greateft diftrefs imaginable, revealed
é the fecret, and informed my father
¢ that his wife had juft expired at a
« farm-houfe about twenty miles dif=
¢ tant ; but that the people did not
¢ know him, as he had taken a fittitious
¢ pame. My father was a man who
« melted at a tale of woe ; he was agi-
« tated beyond meafure ; he could not
@ for fome time recolle@ himfelf or tell
¢ how to att. Atlength he faid, ¢ Are
¢ you married, fir ?”’—¢To prove that
« ] am,” faid the young man, ¢ here
e is the certificate of my marriage ; take
¢¢ and preferve it.”” Then falling into
¢“’an- agony of grief, he exclaimed,
¢¢ Oh my Matilda ! never can I fee you
« more: 1 fear that you did not tafte
. one hour’s happine(s. during the thort
D6 « period



6o THE WITCH, AND THE.

¢¢.period you were the wife of the un<
¢ fortunate Devereux ! Tell me what
*¢ ] fhould do, fir John.”—¢¢ Think of
* your daughter, fir,” replied my fathers
¢ Remember I am really your friendy
« Firft let me go and fee the funera}
« rites performed; and. three days
« hence meet me in the wood at the end
« of lord Montacute’s park. Return
& to your father, and let me conjure you
_ ¢ to inform himof it.” He promifed,
¢ pay almoft fwore, that he would break
« it to lord Effex, and bleffed my father
¢ for the friendly part he was about to
«¢ take in his affairs,. _

« My father went to the farm-houfe,

"« where he faw, in the dead form of
«¢ Matilda Devereux, all that waselegant,
« Her features were fixed, not in mes,
¢¢ Jancholy, but in grief. My father melt-
« ¢d at the violent impreflions which
¢« forrow
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e forrow- had marked. in. her. counte--
¢ pnances. ‘

«The funeral was ordered; and he
% gave the farmer to underftand thac
# fhe was the daughter of a friend of his,.
sc.and had married againft her father’s

« confent ; that her relations, of the name
~_ec.of Browne, lived in Northumberland ;
R *"i that-the gentleman’s connexions lived”

«'in the fame county, and he believed -
« that he was a diftant relation of lord
-« Fffex, for his name was Devereux.

« The farmer’s wif¢ lamented the lofs

e of'the Iady ; but faid, that fhe could

. # not help fufpeting, as fhe was fo given:
« to crying and taking on; that fhe was
« not the gentleman’s wife. But fhe
«-was fo meeck that it melted her very
e foul to fee her fo unhappy ; that the
s¢_had inquired all aBout thofe parts, and

‘ « her
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¢ her neighbours had done the fame ;
¢ that fhe was veftly-rejoiced that things
¢ were as they fhould be, for if {he had
¢ got an'ill name by harbouring thefe -
*-who were not fo good as they ought
“ to be, the could never have fhewn -
«¢ her face at market nor fair again ; for
¢ fhe and her hufband had well to live,
¢ and had kept up a good name for thir=
‘ ty years together, the whole time they .
¢ had been married ; and it would have
“ been a parlous thing to have loft it at
¢ laft. Befides, her neighbours had not
¢ ftuck at giving her fome items of the
¢« matter ; they had faid plainly enough
¢« what they thoug.ht; but now that it
* was fairly come out, fhe could look
s¢ the beft of them in the face again.
<« My father affured her fhe might ; for
¢ he had the certificate of the marriage
«in his pocket. The good woman
¢« could not read; fhe faw it, however,
%¢ and was fatisfied.

¢ My
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# My father attended the poor lady
¢ to the grave; but before her inter-
¢ ment wrote her hiftory upon parch-
« ment, inclafed it in 2 little box and
<« put it in the coffin. To conciliate
¢¢ matters ftill farther with the farmer’s
¢ wife, he gave her great part of the
¢¢ wearing apparel, and prevailed upon
¢ herto keep the little Matilda at a cer-
& tain ftipend per week, and the pro-
- ¢ mife of a prefent when he fhould take
« her away, if fhe was healthy. He told
« her his name and place of abode ;and -
¢ the next Sunday one of her fons came
¢ on foot, and inquired if that was one
« fir - John Markham’s houfe,—to be
s fure that all was right.

« The next day fir John went to the
¢« wood and met Mr. Devereux, who
« had not informed his father of the
¢¢ marriage ; nor could he go to lord
' « Mon-
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«Montacute. He was ungovernable,.
¢« and all but mad.. My father, there-
«¢ fore, was obliged to go alone, and was
¢ admitted. He told the ftory juft as.
¢ jt was, and lord Montacute feemed rot
¢ atall pleafed with the affair. «I am
«¢ furprifed, fir JohnMarkham,” faid my-
¢ lord, ¢ that you fhould trouble your-
« felf or me concerning fuch a bufinefs ;
« furely lord Effex was the properefb
«¢ perfon.”—¢ Your lordthip,” returned
«-my father, * muft well know, that lord
« Effex is a very rigid man, and has not
« much compaffion for the fufferings
¢« of others.”—=¢-Soe.am I, fir,-to thofe
« who a&t wrong. The father of thé
«“’young woman was, [ believe, related
« to me ; he was an officer, under lord
« Effingham, and was killed in one.of
« the engagements with.the. Armada,”’
« Surely, my-lord,” returned my father,
« the daughter of a brave officer ought

: ‘“’'not
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< mot to be negletted, even if the had
<« married a fon of lord Effex. Do, my
¢¢ good lord, give countenance to your
¢¢ family.” —¢ Why, fir John, I do aot
¢¢ know in this cafe how I can counte-
 pance them. ¥You know how much
¢¢ | diflike the Devereuxes ; and I wilt
 not look upon the woman at all ; the
¢ might have confulted me before the
¢ marriage ; but when two hare-brained
¢ young people choofe to commit follyy
¢ they with tp palm themfelves upon
¢¢ their relations. No, let her ftarve,
¢¢ and torment me no more about it.” =
¢¢ Your lordfhip forgets,” returned my.
¢ father, * that I informed you the
< young lady, your relation, was dead,
¢ and I think happily releafed from a
¢ world of mifery,”—=¢ Why. then this
¢¢ long ftory, fir John 2”==¢ My lord,”
< replied my father, ¢ what I have faid
“was to procure proteétion for her in=

- sfank
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« fant daughter.,”—* 1 will not pro-
& te&t—I will not ocountenance, one
“drop of the blood of a Devereux ;.
¢ and I dare fay that lord Effex is of the
* fame opinion in regard to mine.”’—
® Then,” faid my father, *both yours-
¢ and lord Effex’s blood fhall find a pro—
« re&or in me.” —*¢ Do you mean to in-
¢ fult me, fir John; perhaps,I may find:
‘ a time—"—¢ At any time,”’ replied.
“ my father, * your lordthip may find-
“me. John Markham wears a fword
¢ to guard the innocent, and to prote&
* himfelf from infule.” He then turn-
¢ ed upon his heel, and left the room.

« My father mounted his horfe in
4 great wrath ; and when he asrived, he
* found the tca of Effex hal left the
¢ wood. Thiis ditpivavd him much, as |
“ be had eighreen iniles to trivel before.
® be reached his Jome. My 2rher was

s 3
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‘¢ an honeft good man, and lived with
¢« great hofpitality ; but he was not rich,.
¢ for he fpent his income.—Riding on,
¢ and ruminating, prudence fuggefted,.
% that if the infant he had fworn to pro-.
¢ ret thould be entirely deferted by its.
« family, he was injuring his own.chil«
¢ dren by taking it into. his houfe ; and
¢ he reafoned thus :——I have four
¢¢ children, and may have as many
« more ; ought I then to take one who
€< has no claim upon me 2 furely I can-
< not juftify myfelf in fo doing.~——=Fe:
¢ ftopped his horfe, and the fervant rode
-¢4yup to him, thinking he wanted- his.
¢ cloak. This circumftance broke the
«¢ thread of his refle&ions; and he again.
« jogged on, almoft without any reflec-
« tion at all. At length certain fine
« feelings, by which thofe who.are poor.
¢ are tormented juft as much as thofe

-« who are rich, burft upon him.
[ BY
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« By heaven,” he exclaimed, it fhall
% be fo. Why do-I let fuch thoughts
“enter my mind? What,. fhall- not
¢« John Markham do that which his
¢ heart in its firft emotions,. in its natura}
« fimplicity; told him was right? I wil}
¢« protect the child,. perhaps-adopt her ¢
¢ Providence has provided for mey
« helplefs innocence, therefore, has
“ claims. upon me, and thofe claim»
¢.fhall be anfwered.”” He then put his
¢ horfe upon a canter, and thought-of
“« nothing but reaching home, journey-
* ing with a heart as light as that oft
¢ boy of fifteen,
¢« When my father returned, my mox
“ ther was gone out, and fir John
¢-was extremely impatient to entertaim
“her with the hiftory of his journey.
¢ My mother foon came in, and bciné
“ as eager to hear as he was to relate,,
{3 thcy,z
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¢ they both drew clofe to a table. My
-4¢ father went through his narrative with-
"$¢ out one interruption from my mother,
#¢ and then faid, ¢ Well, have I done
¢ right, my dear Ifabella?”’— Perfe&ly
= o,” rteplied my mother; ¢ the
< child will be a companion for our
4 daughter, as there are only a few
¢ months difference ; therefore, my dear
¢¢ fir John, the fooner we get it home the
¢ better.”—¢ It is too young to bring
« {o far on horfeback, Ifabella.”—
¢¢ Not at all,” anfwered my mother;
¢< for, if you remember, fir Henry
s« Weft’s child was carried forty miles
¢ in one day when it was but ten-days
¢ o)d.”~=¢ Well, after a month I will
¢ fend for it.”—¢¢ I will go myfelf, Gr
<¢ John; the old eafy pad fhall be led;
« the child and the nurfe can come very
« well, and with a great deal of ecafe.”
¢ My father affented to this plan.”

I mutt
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I muft here inform my readers, that
Jady Markhkam could fee about twenty-
times as far as fir John; for the never
went a ftep upon this earth without.
confidering the afpeét of the heavenss.-
fhe afcertained which way the wind
fet at her firt going out, reflected
‘upon every point to which it was
poffible for it to veer; and had what
was proper to be done in fuch a cafc
always ready,

Sir John, on the contrary, would
fet forth, without thinking of the
matter; and if the wind fet full in
his teeth, it was jult the fame to him
for he fcorned. to take fhelter of a
hedge or a tree, or go a foot out of
his way to prevent being wet through.
Some have ill-naturedly enough faid,
he was fo fhort-fighted, that he could
aot fee an advantage ; and others, that

if
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- of i)y chance he faw one -now and then,
be could not be brought to confider it
as any advantage at all.

+ YLady Markham was as attentive
_as could be withed to fir John's ftory;
yet at the fame time fhe was turning
and tumbling over in her mind all the
advantages . and difadvantages of the
.buﬁnc_fs ; and upon maturely weigh-
ing them, the former feemed to pre-
ponderate ; for inftance, lord Effex
was a ftrange man, but he was rich;
he had been and might be again a
friend to fir John; and fuppofe for
his interference in this bufinefs my lord
fhould break with him, yet he could
mot undo what he had done, which
was getting them a grant of church
lands, that at prefent (for want of
money to improve them) were let for
very little. Mr, Devereux would not

15 forfake
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forfaxe his child, the cinld of 2 woman
:e fo tenderly loved; and he would
in ali babiii iclive Lis father,
in ali prebabilicy outlive his T,
wouid thea be very rich, azd of courfe
ERIkrous. '
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- ©_pothing but of herladyfhip’s goodnefs ;
“and what everybody faid muft be
[ {4 m

.« My mother arrived fafely with the
“lile Matilda, and was well pleafed
“ with her charge, concerning whom fhe

“indulged in the moft delightful re~

“veries, But my father was uneafy;

“he had neither feen nor heard from

“Mr. Devereux, and after many inquiries

“refolved to go to lord Effex. He

*ordered his horfe repeatedly for that

¥ purpofe ; my mother as often diffuad-

% ed him, as fhe was in hopes lord Effex

“ might call, as he frequently did ; and,

“ a3 fome people have ftrange ideas thac

% they can do better than their neigh-
¢ bours, fhe withed to fee him herfelf,
« My "mother was a very fenfible
¢ woman, and concluded that what fhe
¢« might fay would be better taken, as
VoL, I. E . “ my
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« my father was wery apt to be extremew
¢ ly abrupt in his converfation. °
- <« One day, my father being abfent
¢« ypon bufinefs, lord Efiex called, and
¢¢ my mother then withed him at home ;
¢ for, when it came to the point, fhe did
« not like the bufinefs. Lord Effex in-
« quired very Kkindly after my father,
¢«¢ and faid he would dine with them, as
¢ my mother affured his lordfhip that fhe
« expefted him home. Though he did
¢« not return, my lord did not feem at
« all difpleafed at his abfence, but fat
<t down to dinner with my mother, and
« afterwards defired to fee the children.
«« They were brought, when, fixing his
¢ eyes upon the little Matilda, ke faid,
¢ Upon my word, lady Markham, that
« child ftrikes me as being very like my
« fon when he was at that age.” As
<< {oon as the fervants were withdrawn,

* my
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® my mother, who was rather confufed
¢¢ at the obfervation, took courage, and
¢¢ faid, <“Lord Effex, that child has claims
¢¢ upon your goodnefs ; it i your grand-
¢ child,”—=¢¢ Impoffible !’ faid my lord ;
¢ for I am fure, lady Markham, you
¢¢ would not receive my fon’s natural
¢¢ child into your houfe,”—¢¢ True, my
¢ lord,” returned my mother ; ¢ butthat
« is your grandchild by your fon’s wife.
¢« I have withed to have this fecret re-
¢ vealed to you, becaufe I think it ought
“ not to be kept as fuch from.you.”—
¢« Why wasit, madam? My fon muft
« have difgraced himfelf, or I fhould
« have heard of it; and I do nottake
¢ it well of you and fir John to fofter
¢¢ this child in your houfe. If my fon
¢¢ could do wrong, I thould have hoped
¢ that my friends would not have en-
¢ couraged him. But who was the
¢ mother of this child ? Some low-born
¢ woman, I fuppofe.”—¢ No,” return-

E 2 “ed



76 THE WITCH, AND THE

& e¢d my mother, ¢ her father, captain
¢« Browne, was a relation of lord Mon- -
¢« tacute’s. He was an officer under
¢ Jord Effingham, and was killed at fea
¢ in an engagement with the Spaniards.”
¢ Lord Montacute is my bittereft ene-
s¢ my !” exclaimed lord Effex.— And
« her’s too,” re¢joined my mother.
¢« The unhappy lady died foon after
¢ her daughter beheld the light. Lord
« Montacute refufes to acknowledge
e¢ this child, and will not allow that it can
« have any claims upon him.”—¢ He
< is right,” faid Effex ; ¢ for if be would,
¢« J would not.”—< She was born at
« 3 farm-houfe,” faid my mother;
« your fon came here almott diftracted
« at the death of his wife; and two
<« months fince I brought away the child -
« to protect it, expecting that Mr. De-
« vereux would have informed your
« lordﬂup, which was the reafon fir
“ John:
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«John did not; but hearing nothing
“from him, I thought it right to give
“you this information.”

¢« And pray, my good lady, in what
“light is this child confidered in your
“family at prefent ¢ As a diftant’
“relation of mine, till your lordthip
. % fhould be informed of the event.”

« Lord Effex feemed totally abforbed
“in thought for fome time, and then
“ faid to my mother, not without hefita=

- ¢ tion, < I feel myfelf much obliged to
¢ you, lady Markham, and to fir John,
“ for your care and attention to my
« family ; but I muft——1I muft fee my
¢ fon before I can determine upon any
¢ thing. For the prefent, give the
* ¢ infant, my good madam, your protec-
* tion, and you fhall hear farther from
¢ me.” Then, feeming to recolle&t

£E3 ¢¢ himfelf,
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¢ himfelf, ¢ my friend fir John has with
< his ufual good-nature and hofpitality
“ taken the child into his houfe, who
¢« I am fure muft be in want of many
< things I am unacquainted with. There-
¢ fore, permit me, lady Markham, to
¢ leave this (taking out his purfe) ;
 and if you will expend it for the child’s
‘¢ ufe, you will be laying me under new
‘¢ obligations.” He then made a formal
“ bow and left the room.

“ My mother examined the purfe, and
¢¢ found that it contained fifty marks. As
¢ the was ruminating upon this event,
“ my father came in, and fhe informed
« him of the vifit. “ I am glad of it
¢ with all my heart (rubbing his hands) ;
¢ 1 am happy that it is over; now
« every thing will go on well ; but I
¢ was much afraid, from the violence
¢ and feverity of my lord’s temper, °
¢¢ that he would have flown out and dif-

« owned
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“owned the poor thing.”—¢ He has
“not acknowledged her,” replied my
“mother. ¢ Why,” returned my fa-
“ther, ¢ did not you tell me he
“thought her like his fon, before he
“could even guefs who fhe was?’—
“Yes,” replied my mother. ¢ And
“%did he not thank us for what we had
“ done to ferve the child, and has he not
“left a purfe of money, and wifhed us
“ to take care of it {”’—< All this I ad-
“mit, my dear fir John; but I faw
¢ nothing melting about his eyes when
“he was told that the infant was his
« grand-daughter, though he feemed
¢ gratified when I informed him that the
¢ was known in thisfamily only as a re-
¢ lation of mine.” —¢ Depend uponit,”
- €¢ returned my father, ¢ he only wants
¢ to have fome converfation with his fon
< about it. I am fure my old friend and
E 4 ¢¢ patron
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«¢ patron will not do that which is not
s perfe@tly right.” My mosher had
¢ doubts upon the fubje&t:

“ In a few days my father réceived 2

““ note from lord Effex, ftating that he
¢ withed. to fee him. -He obeyed the
¢ fummons; ¢ I wifthed to fee you, fir
~ % John,” faid his lordfbip; ¢ but how
“am I to thank or repay you and lady
¢ Markham for yowr kindnefs P~
““ My lord,” returned my father, “ our
¢ obligations to you are fuch that the
« ¢ debt muft ever remain on my fide.”’—
*¢ I have been thinking upon this affaira
“ great deal,” faid lord Effex, “and I
 have feen my fon with lefs refentment
" ¢ than I thought it poffible for me to
¢ feel upor fo trying an occafion. You
“ muft imagine, that an only fon’s
“ marrying, as he ‘has done, while yet
¢« a mere boy, and into a family with
« which,
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¢¢ which, you know, fir, I was neverupon
€< good terms, muft be a very difagree-
¢¢ able circumftance.” — ¢ Very true,”
¢¢ replied my father; ¢ and I hope, if
¢« any of my fons were to do the like, I
¢¢ fhould, from your lordfhip’s good ex-
¢¢ ample, be reconciled juft in- the fame
¢ manner. But 1 ‘own myfelf rather
< void of confideration when my blood
¢¢ js agitated by what I do not like.”

¢« We are all men and not angels,”
¢¢ replied his lordfhip; < but you know
¢ I.am burthened with another child as
s¢ it were ; and my fon is fo young, that
“ 1 dé not like the world at prefent
« fhould be made acquainted with the
* folly of a boy juft fetting out in life.
*¢ He is now- at the court, and I have
« prevailed upon him to have it kept
«¢ fecret, provided lady Markham will
« continuc her patronage; and I have
' ES ¢ given
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¢ given him my honour to provide for
¢ its fupport and education in a liberal
¢ manner, till he is in a proper fituation *
¢ to acknowledge her as his daughter.”’
¢ == Do not think about that,” faid
¢ my father; ¢ fhe fhall be treated

« Jike my own daughter; and as to
« education, it will be fome time before
¢ fhe will want any thing of that fort.”

¢« After dinner my lord feemed in
¢ perfe&t good-humour ; and they were
¢ extremely happy. He entertained
¢ my father with many pleafant adven-
¢ tures he had met with in his travels;
¢ particularly of a famous phyfician
¢¢ that he faw at Padua, who had re-
¢ covered him from a moft deplorable
« ftate of health. He was thought te
¢« be dying feveral times; but by ‘the’
¢ care and attention of his good friend
s the doftor he was perfe@ly cured.
¢ This

e
R
aadi
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% This man, my dear {ir, was the moft
% wonderful creature in the world ; for

“he looked nature through; and ufed

“to fay, that every family had a tem-

“perament peculiar to themfelves;

“what was good for one, therefore,

“ was hurtful to another; fo fkilful was

“he in making difcriminations of the

% various conltitutions of mankind. e

“ftudied mine fo well, my dear friend,

“that he gave me a powder which®

“would always agree with a Devereux.

“And, {ir John, as there is another of

“ us come into the world, and I have the

¢« greateft affeCtion for her, as every man
“ ought to have for his race, I willgive
“ you a little box of it to prefent to lady
% Markham for the ufe of our Matilda,
¢ My fon was a very fickly weak child,
¢ and his mother found it of the greateft
« ufe to him.” Then getting up, and
« taking out of a cabinet a little gold
Eb6 ¢ box,
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« box, he faid, ¢ Give this, my good
« friend, to lady Markham, and explain
« its ufes.” ' '

« My father received the box, and
¢« ook his leave. He was extremely
« rejoiced at the reception my lord had
« given him,* and delivered the box,
¢« with a hiftory of its virtues, to my
¢ mother.

« Mr. Devereux remained at court;
¢ but he wrote frequently to my mother,
«¢ and his letters were filled with expref-
<« fions of love and tenderaefs for his little
« Matilda, and thanks to fir John and
¢« lady Markham for their care and
« attention, accompanied by prefents,
¢¢ which at that time might not be very
<« convenient to him, as he had only a
¢ certain ftipend from his father, who,
¢ to give him his due, paid liberally for

s¢ the
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¢¢ the prote&tion Matilda received from
é¢us. Mr. Devereux had a generous
« foul, and his letters always exprefled
<« a concern, that his father confined
¢¢ him fo clofely to the court, thatit was
s¢ impofiible for him to fee his daughter,
¢ who was the objeét neareft his heart;
¢ and from -this we underftood that my
¢ Jord did not wifh him to fee her.

¢« The little Matilda and myfelf, even
¢ at five years old, were great friends,
« About this time fhe was taken ill,
<« though not dangeroufly. My mother
¢« began to think of the fympathetic
s¢ 'powder, which was to cure all the
¢ blood of all the Devereuxes. She
¢c examined the box, and found that
“« it was a compofition of red rofes
¢¢ dried and powdered, but fhe could
¢¢ plainly difcover fome other ingredi-

€€ ent. Sympathcnc powders, and fuch
¢ trafh,
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¢<.trath, . were very much the fathion
¢« of that time. My mother was a
« great phyfician, a good apothecary,
“and a tolerable furgeon ; but, unfor-
¢ tunately, had no opinion of cures
¢ being performed by fympathetic
¢« powders. She would never take her-
¢ felf, nor permit her family to take,
« any medicine, but what the was per-
<¢ feétly acquainted with ; and had there-
< fore an inclination to try thefe powders
¢ upon fome brute before the ventured
¢ even with the blood of a Devereux. -

« Going up ftairs, and refle€ting upon
¢ this fubject, fhe met a cat, took up the
¢ animal, put it into a clofet, - chopped
- ¢ up fome meat with the fympathetic
¢ powder, gave it to the cat and left it.
¢« The next morning, upon opening the
¢ door, fhe was extremely furprifed at
« finding the creature dead, and appa-

‘¢ rently
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«¢ rently poifoned. The agonies of her
« mind were fo extreme, that human
¢ nature could not fupport it, and the had
« a fevere fit of illnefs; but as fhe was
¢« determined not to make others mifer-
<< able, fhe kept the fecret. Having .
¢« fometime after given a portion of the
¢« powder to other animals, with the
<« fame effe&t, fhe in a rage threw the
¢¢ remainder into the fire, and compof-
¢ ing another mixture, as like it as pof-
¢¢ fible, of dried rofes and white chalk,
<¢ fhe put it into the little gold box.

¢ Mr., Devereux was now abroad;
«¢ but before he went had got into high
e« favour with the queen. He had ory
<¢ one opportunity of feeing his daughter,
¢¢ but’ was wonderfully pleafed with her
¢¢ perfon, and the good account my
¢ mother gave of her. He left us, per-

¢ fectly fatisfied with her fituation, and
| « declaring
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< declaring that the only regret he felt
¢ was at the unaccountable diflike his
¢ father had conceived againt her being
s« acknowledged. Yet he flattered him-
«¢ felf that prejudice would have an end, -
¢ as his lordfhip feemed extremely fond
«¢ of her.

« For my own part, I thought Ma-
< tilda an angel. - We were the {incereft -
¢ friends in the world, and aptly an-
s« fwered the defcription Shakfpeare has
¢ given in his Midfummer Night’s.
¢« Dream:

We, Hermia,

. Have with our neelds created both one flower,, *
Both on one fampler, fitting on one cufhion,
Both warbling of one fong, both in one key ;.
As if our hands, our fides, voices and minds,.
Had been incorporate : fo we grew together,,
Like to a double cherry feeming parted 3
But yet a union in partitien,

« I wag
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“I was nearly one year her fenior,
*but could not compare with her either
“in perfonal charms or mental accom-
“plihments. When fhe was about
“thirteen, Matilda fell ill with a fever-
“ith complaint, loft her- appetite, and
“looked very badly. Lord Effex came,
“obferved it, and faid to my mother,
“ This child looks unwell ; what is the
“matter with her ?”’—¢ ] think fhe is
“feverith my lord.”—¢ And what do
“you give her, lady Markham " ==

- “Milk, whey, and ftrawberries.”

“ I thould imagine, madam,” replied
“my lord, ¢ that the Devereux powder
“ muft be a good thing; indeed, I am
“{ure it is; for my family have had
“ numberlefs trials of it; I have taken
“a great deal myfelf, and you know
« what an uninterrupted good ftate of
¢ health I have enjoyed for many years.”
¢ I can have no other objetion to giv-

« mg
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* ing it to M~tilda, my lord, than think-
“ ing thac it will be thrown away upon
fo light a complaint. So valuable a
 medicine fhould be referved fora cafe
“of extreme danger.”—<« 1 have a
“ large flore of it, my good lady, and
““ amfo very unhappy at fecing Matilda
«“ look fo ill, that I beg fome of it may
“* be given to her immediately.”

¢ My mother took out the powder
“ and gave 8 dofe to Matilda, narrowly
“ wacaing my lord at the fame time §
« thea faid carcletsly to me, « Ifabella,
¢ go with Matilda; the had better lie
“ down, and Jo vouttay with her. A
« cenfidential old rurie was tathe room;;
¢ and wy mother, teeing oy iond viiibly
« change covntensnce, kept the old
¢ woemaa adeut her il thetaw him ready
¢ fatat, She ten foreaziad aloud,
*1ent pure tor all the pecple tke could
gt rogeker; and a3 feca as three
* or
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~ “or four came, exclaimed, ¢ See, lord
“Effex isin a fit; he will die ; for hea- -
“ven’s fake, nurfe! give me the pre-
“cious Devereux powder in the gold
“box !”

“ The domeftics held him 1n vain;
“he cried for mercy, and made re-
“fitance. My mother mixed up the
“dofe, which they forced down his
“throat. He was then laid upon a
“bed in the next room, all the fervants
“difmiffed, except the nurfe, and my
““mother fat calmly down by the bed-
“fide to watch him. After a few
“minutes profound filence, he faidy -
“For God’s fake, lady Markham, fend
‘“ away your attendant ; as a dying man
“Irequeftit.”” My mother didfo; and .
“ he fpoke to her as follows :

“You fee before you, lady Mark-
¢ ham, a wretch who has been the caufe -
{3 of
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«¢ of his own diffolution, and at the fame
¢¢ time the death of an innocent creature
* who never offended him. 1 feel, ma-
. ¢ dam, a laffitude and faintnefs ; my
¢ eyes have almoft loft their faculty—=I
““ am. leaving this world—that powder
 was poifon—— Adicu |”

“ My mother fcreamed aloud, ram
¢ into the next room, and hurried nurfe
¢ to the phyfic clofet, who foon return-
¢ ed, laden with gallipots, phials,. and
“ boxes. My mother mixed up a nau-
¢ feous draught with fyrup of poppies,
‘¢ which he took immediately. She then
¢ faid very gravely, ¢ What I have now
« given you, my lord, is, I am perfuad-
“ed, an antidote, that will take off
¢ the ill effe@ts of what you have fwal-
“ lowed, were it the moft fubtile poifon
¢ in the world.—It is a precious medi-
¢ cine, and was given to my mother by
¢ amonk, - It was never wanted in this

¢¢ houfe
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« houfe before, and I hope never to have
¢ occafion to try its virtues again.—But
« | have now found' your reafons'for not
¢ withing to acknowledge Matilda as
¢« your grand-daughter; you do not with
¢ her to live. As her father has placed
«¢ her here, however, you may be fure
¢ that I will give her protection, even
¢¢ at the hazard of my own life; and I
¢ am almoft {orry that I have endeavour-
¢« ed to preferve yours. [He groaned.]
¢¢ My care for your foul’s happinefs has
¢« made me wifth to fave you, that this
¢« awful circumftance may hereafter pro-
¢¢ duce juftice and repentance.

« The world, my dear lady Mark-
€¢ ham, the world ”—¢ How can
<¢ you mention the world at this time, my
«¢ lord ? Is thisa moment for fuch trifles ?
¢¢ Repent of your crimes, and the fecret

¢ will be for ever locked up in this
¢¢ breaft.”,

¢« My.
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« My beft friend, my preferver! but
« will not the fervants think all this
< buftle ftrange ?”’—<¢ I can account for
¢ that,” faid my mother, “by telling
“ nurfe a ftory of fympathetic powder;
« which fhe will not underftand ; and
¢« fhe will tell to others what they can-
¢ not comprehend. Therefore, my lord,
¢ you may reft fecure from them ; thank
¢« Providence for having preferved the
“ innocent child, and compofe yourfelf
“ to fleep.” He would try. Thedofe
¢ of poppies foon had the defired effet,
¢¢ and he forgot the world.

« My lord flept foundly four or five
¢¢ hours, and when he awaked fent for
“ my mother, who inquired after his
¢ health.—¢ 1 can hardly tell you,
“ madam ; I have flept, itis true; but
“ my dreams have been horrible, and
“ my imagination bufily employed.”’—
“ Well, 1 hope,” returned my mother.

“ How
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<¢ How is that poffible, lady Markham !
¢« but I will try, I will" endeavour,
¢« madam.”—¢ Endeavour at prefent,
¢ my lord, to rife ; it will refreth you;
¢« I will fend your fervant, and then-at-
¢¢ gend you in the drawing-room.” In
¢ half an hour my lord entered, but ap-
¢¢ peared faint and weak. Matilda and
¢« ] were in the room, and he confidered
- ¢ her very attentively. After paying
¢ our complimcnts, my mother obferved
<¢ that the air would do Matilda good

< and fent us into the park.

¢« My mother fpoke very fitmly to
¢ lord Effex.— It is furely your lord-
«¢ fhip’s-duty to acknowledge Matilda as
<« your grand-daughter; to fettle fome-
<¢ thing upon her, and to do, my lord,
«¢ what in fa&t you ought.”

¢¢ That child, madam, has been a
<« trouble to me ever fince it was born.
“It
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<¢ It ftands in the way of my fon’s fortune ;
« and at_prefent, my good lady, I am
« very unable to think about it.”—
<« This,” returned my mother, ¢ is the
« propereft time that could poflibly pre-
« fent itfelf ; for fir John will not re=-
. ¢ turn this evening, and we fhall meet
¢t with no interruption. Your fon is
« abroad ; life, at beft, is held by a very
¢ precarious tenure. Acknowledge Ma-
« tilda’s relationfhip. In what way,
<« my lord, can it poflibly difgrace you ?
¢¢ Your principal eftates are fettled upon
¢ a diftant heir male if your fon fhould
¢ have none. I muft, my lord, have
« fomething done for Matilda.” ,

« Is not the allowance I make her
¢ {ufficient, madam ? if it be not, I
¢¢ am willing to double it.”—¢ You pay
« liberally, my lord ; but that is not per-
¢ manent ; and the affetion I bear the

¢ dear



MAID OF HONOUR,.. o7

€¢ dear girl makes me think of every
«¢ thing I-can for her benefit.”—<¢ Well,
¢¢ madam,” faid he peevithly, < whae
e would fatisfy your friendfhip ?” e

¢ Your full acknowledgment of your

< fon’s marriage, becaufe I with for
¢ juﬁ:icc.”

«¢ I willnot do that,” he rcplxed ina
>™—#"Fage. %1 would not do it for the
¢ world. 'What, the blood of a Monta-

<< cute to be acknowlcdged by Effex]
« No, madam,”

c What would the blood of the Mon-
<¢ tacutes think of this day’s tranfaction?*
¢¢ returned my mother, ¢ But coine,
¢ my lord, I am a woman of honour,
¢¢ and you fhall find me fo. Here is pen,
< ink, and paper; give me under your
¢ hand a fettlement to Matilda of five
«¢ hundred pounds a-yearuponyour cffas

VOL, I, F- “ that"
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¢ that is not entailed.” s~<¢ I cannot
“ write, madam ; my mind'is fo relaxed,

& that I am entirely unﬁ‘f’.for fuch bufi-.
¢ nefs at prefent.”—<1 am fotry to
« diftrefs you, my lord, upon fuch an
e*-occafion ;- but will you permit me to
s¢ take the pen?” He nodded affent,
«¢ and fhe wrote an obhganon from him
& to Matilda Devereux, giving her five
* hundred pounds a-year in land, to
« commence immediately after his death;
@ and this he very relu&antly figned.

« At the fame time my mother told
.% him, that fhe muft have it properly
«¢ executed upon parchment. Neither
¢ did fhe forget to put in the words
% Matilda Devereusy my grand-daugbter.

« My mother told the nurfe a long
¢ complex ftory about fympathetic
% powders; and the firft opportunity -
" :&cr fhe had received the intelligence,

“ mc
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« fhe drew the whole houfehold around

& her,in which were included lord Effex’s

¢ fervants. ‘The old woman opened her

4¢ oration by telling them of 2 wonderful

#¢ powder that my lord had brought from

# beyond fea, which was contrived by &

% conjuror on purpofe for the family of
% Devereux; that her lady, not exatly

# knowing its virtues, had given a litde

“ of it to her kinfwoman Mifs Matilda,

$¢ and that the virtue of the medicine,

% not agreeing with her, had flown out

* of her blood into lord Effex’s, and if
¢ they had not given him a good dofe in

¢ the nick of time to operate properly,

¢ he would firft have gone mad and then

v died. They ftared, made their feparate
¢« comments, and told it with additions

¢ and improvements in their own way

¢¢ to their feveral acquaintance.

¢ My father returned next day, and
¢ was extrcmely ditrefled by the-ac-
' F2 “ coun;
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¢ count given him by thé fervant who
¢ took -his horfé ; but till he got into
¢« the houfe, he could not make out
¢ what was the matter, My mother
< then told him, in the prefence of lord -
¢« Effex, that it was a fainting-fit which
<« had alarmed them exceedingly; and:
«¢ his lordfhip declared he was perfectly
« recovered, thanks to lady Markham‘s
# good nurfing.)

« Two years pafled with little or no
¢ variation ; 'my mother entertained cer-
& tain opinions refpeing lord Effex,
< but thofe fhe .chofe to confine to her
* own breaft, Matilda improved daily ;
¢ her good-nature, cheerfulnefs, wit,
¢ vivacity, and beauty made her the |
¢ darling of our family ; my father per-
¢ ceived that his eldeft fon was extremely

« partial to her ; and, as a man of ho- -

4¢ pour, thought better to check it, con-
¢ fidering
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¢ fideringiMatilda as the grand-daughter
<« of -his friend, and at the fame time
« recollecting the difference of their
«¢ rank and probable fortune. My bro-

. ¢ ther fhewing .an inclination for the
¢ army, lord Effex procured him a
¢¢ fubaltern’s commiffion, and he was fent
¢ to the Low. Countries, where he was

" ¢ cut off before Zutphen at the age of
¢ nineteen. “We were all much affeéted
« by this lofs, and it was a confiderable
¢¢ time before my father recovered his
¢ fpirits. Matilda was greatly concern-

. $¢ ed, though ignorant of the true mo-
“¢¢ tive of hjs being a foldier. ¢ Ah; my
¢ dear Ifabella:}”’ fhe faid in an agony
. % of grief, “your William; your dear
¢ Wilkidm is-gone ! I.loved him with
s¢ the affe€tion of a fifter; what canIdo
<€ now, but transfer that friendthip to you
¢ and 'my‘ déar lady .-Markham, as the
€ only: friends I have in the world !”—«

) F3 © «What,
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« Wh:t, is not my father your friend:?”
“ Yes, ‘your father is a very ﬁnccrc
« friend to me ; but T have not that ar-
- ¢ dent affetion for him which I fcel for
“ lady Markham and you.”

-« Lord Effex grew very infirm, and
 very morofe ; the deed was cxccutcd
 upon parchmcnt in all its pro.pcr
« forms, and he gave it to my motlier, -
“ who juft looked in it to fee that the
« fum fpecified was right, and went to
« her cabinet to give him the other’
“ but the key was loft, and fhe fene
“ for a perfon to break it open.. My
¢ Jord faid, it was of no confequence ; he
¢ fhould fee her again foon; and would
‘¢ then receive the paper.” The next
*¢ day the key was found; my mother
¢ fent a fpecial meflenger with the deed,
«and, as fhe was, at leifire, thought
¢ proper to rcs it bcforc the dcpoﬁr.ed

< ig
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¢ it in her cabinet. She found all fhe.
« withed, except the infertion of Matilda

« Devereux my “relation, inftead of
¢ Matilda Devereux my grand-daughter.

¢ I was with her in the room, and fhe

¢« was fo provoked, that fhe vented her

¢ anger aloud, termed him a villain, and

¢ determined to prove her power over

“ him by having it inferted exaétly as

s fhe thought proper.

"'« But, alas, what are all our fchemes
¢ in this world ! fleeting as the clouds
“ whith are continually paffing over our
“ heads. Lord Effex grew worfe ; my
% father faw him a day or two before he
«“ expired, and when he came home
¢« told my mother that he was fure
“ my lord was fit for a better world.
¢¢ She fhook her head. ¢ He is,” faid
r o my father, ¢ if repentance and con-
¢ trition are right; and we are taught

: F4 0 “ from
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“from our earlieft infancy to be-
¢ lieve they are fo. But one thing
¢ puzzles me, Ifabella, extremely:
« what can it be that affe®s him fo
“much? I have known him many
¢ years; I knew him to be haughtyand
¢« imperious ; yetI ever knew him juft,
¢« generous, and charitable. What,
¢ therefore, can affe@t him ? He always:

+ feemed to me to have more virtues

% and fewer vices than any man I was
¢ ever acquainted with.,”—¢¢ It is im-
¢ poffible for you to guefs, my dear fir
¢ John ; he may have fome undivulged
¢ crimes; and, though a man may live
¢¢ an atheift, yet he can never dic one.
¢ Lord Effex was particularly cautious.
¢« about entering into- converfations in
¢ which religion had any thing to do;
¢ 1 never heard him touch upon the
¢ fubject more than twice ; and he feem-

* ¢ ed
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¢t ed to have very little, which made
¢ him pamcularly dlfagrceahle to me.”

¢ T have thought,” rcphed my father,
¢ particularly within thefe few years,
«¢ notwithftanding that he has ever beent
<¢ liberal of his money to Matilda, and
¢ made you fo many. handforhe pre-
¢ fents ” Here a fervant entered
¢ with a letter, which informed them
- *¢ that lord Effex was dead, and that the
¢ fteward withed, to. fee my father, as
¢ the yourg lord was abfent. My fa-
¢ ther went to the caftle ; he was con-
- « fulted about and attended the funeral,
¢ and wrote.an account of my lord’s
«¢ deceafe to his fon, :

« My mother opened the nelancholy
-¢¢ affair ‘of her -grandfather’s *death to
« Matilda, foothed, confoled, and com-
e fortcd hcr and then exprefled gveat

F5 - oy
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© e joy in the hope fhe had, of {oon feeing
% her in a proper fitdation, by her father”s
¢ arrival in England; who would, no’
¢ doubt, thew her to the world ashis
¢¢ daughter, and not (as my mother
« exprefled herfelf} the diftant relation
¢ of fir John Markham’s wife. "Mae.
¢¢ tilda had ‘been fome years informed
¢ of her birth and confequence in the
¢« world ; but, contrary to my. meother’s
& wifhés, her fpirits were deprefled
¢ whenever fhe - converfed about her
« fortune and fituation ; and when my
* mother was holding up high birth,
¢ great wealth, and their attendant con«
¥ fequences, fhe would figh and fay,
« My dear madam, how can I be hap=~
¢ pier than I am at prefent ? I would
¢ rather be a diftant relation of yours !
“ than a duchefs, provided I had a
¢¢ little fortune to prevent my being bur-
% denfome to you, I have now that

¢ fortune ;
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¢« fortune; fo far my withes are an-
¢« fwered ; and you and my dear Ifabella .
e are the comforts of my life, I have - -
< now every thing that I cancither wang
¢ or with,”

¢ Content, my dear Matilda,” replied
¢ my mother, ¢ is the greateft blefling
¢ this workd can give; and when we
¢ have health and competence, a palace
. * or=s cottage will be much the fame
¢ thing. But why fhould 2 young wo-
« man like you defpife what all the
* world fets a value upon == ¢ Bes
% caufe, my dear madam, I am now
“ happy, and every ftep I might take
“towards greatnefs would, I think,
“ make me lefs fo.”

“Lord Effex returned; and the

¢ pleafing found of /ady Matilda vibrat-
* ed in my mother’s ears; but the dared
- Fé6 © . “not



108 THE WITCH, AND THE

¢ not make ufe of the appellation with=
¢ out the earl’s leave.” After paying his
¢ duty to the queen, he came to my fa-
< ther’s,.and found his daughter one of
<t the moft beautiful young women in .
¢¢ the world, and pofieffed of that cer-
<¢ tain ¢legance and grace which atiralts
¢ everybody and which nobody cam
s¢ define. — Lord Effex was wonderfully
« pleafed with her, and told my mother
« that it would be the pride of his life
* to introduce her at court ; but addedy
« I am upon fuch terms with my royal -
“ miftrefs at prefent, that my having
¢ been married might not be agreeable
« to her. Therefore, Matilda, if you
¢ are-happy with thefe good friends, fir
¢« John and lady Markham, ftay with
sthem; or I will fend you to lady
s« Coniers, who is a diftant relation of
¢ Jady Markham’s, who knows you only
¢ as fuch ; and nothing farther would I

14 ‘¢ have
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“have known at prefent, though I hope
" “foon to take you into the world, with
“all the fplendor that fhould accompany
“the beloved daughter of Effex.”

« My father did not furvive this
¢¢ period more than a year, I believe.
¢ The death of his friend lord Effex
¢ haftened his. We remained in the
«¢ family-houfe, as my elder brother was
& not married, and the younger was at
« college, being intended for the church.
"¢ The younger children’s fortunes were
% {mall ; 'my mother had a gentle-
¢ woman’s jointure ; Matilda lived with
¢ us, and we did extremely well, Lord
s« Effex was generous, nay liberal in the
¢« extreme. My mother hoarded up
¢ the income of her jointure every year;
¢« and lord Effex was perpetually mak-
<« ing "Matilda magnificent prefents of
s jewels, telling her at the fame %ime,

¢ that
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¢¢ that fhe would foon want them on the
¢ occafion of her introduion at court,
¢ But he was too much involved in polie
# ticsand bufinefs to attend to this after-
¢ wards, though he had a great afcend-
* ancy over the queen.

¢« He called one day, and told my
. ¢ mother that he was come to fteal me

¢ away; that one of the maids of ho-
¢ nour was married, and the queen had
¢ been gracioufly’ pleafed to nominate
“ me to the honour of fucceeding her.
¢« My mother was in raptures at this
¢ event, though it was not fo with Ma-
¢ tilda and myfelf; but when we found

* my mother confidered this appoint-
& ment {o very advantageous to me, we
¢ gave it up; and my lord promifed to
“intercede with the queen to permit

“me to fpend one month in the year
¢ with my mother, in which he fuc-
¢ ceeded, and I mm: to court, <ounting
¢ the
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¢ the months, weeks, and- days, to the
<t time which was to bring the happy
s¢ period that I fhould pafs with them,

-« I fupported my fituation with fatife
< faltion to my royal miftrefs, and faw
-#¢.my mother and Matilda every year in
« the month of Auguft. :

.. % The times now grew boifterouss
¢ Effex courted popularity, and was
%.blamed and applauded as people’s
*.minds fuggefted : atlength his fate was
#:fccided, and that all-accomplithed
#:nobleman was beheaded. 'This blow
#¢.was terrible to Matilda ; fhe had now
4<.po father, no protector. Hehad ever
s exprefed great affection for her, and
% had given her a number of jewels,
“ but nothing farther; and it was happy
* for her, that my mother had got the
+¢ fettlement,  As the cftatc was in

. '  other
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¢¢ other hands, my mother was the only
¢ perfon fhe had to leok up to.

¢ Matilda had been addrefled by

“ many young men of family and for-
« tune; but her father had entertained
¢ fuch high hopes of himfelf, that he
« rejected them all through my mother,
«as not one of them confidered her
¢ otherwife than as her relation. The
« world fuppofed that Effex certainly
¢ flattered himfelf the .queen would
« marry him. What a change at laft!
¢ The Devereux eftate went to a diftant
«¢ relation; and he had fupported ;his
- ¢ dignity in fuch a princely mannes,
¢ that his perfonals did not quite. pay
“his debts. He was an ampbitious,
¢ proud, uncertain man, fond. of po~
«¢ pularity and. the .applaufe of the mub-
¢ titude ; and that was" his ruin. , His
¢ perfon was remarkably handfome and
¢¢ dignified ;
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¢ dignified; but there was no depend-
¢ ing upon him; he did not poffefs
¢ true dignity of foul ; for what is every
¢¢ natural grace or acquired accomplifh-
¢ ment, without that honourable firm-
¢ nefs which diftinguifhes a noble from
¢¢ a common mind ?

¢¢ My mother lamented lord Effex
¢¢ extremely, on account of my bro-
¢¢ thers; and in all probability, had he
< lived, he would have been either the
¢¢ raifing or ruin of them. She had ufed
<¢all her art, by frequent writing and
¢ converfations, to keep up his atten-
¢ tion to the promifes he had given
¢¢ her.—She alfo interefted herfelf fo
¢ much in Matilda’s affairs, that the
¢ world began to fay, that the was lord
<« Effex’s natural daughter; and, they .
¢ talked fo freely upon the fubjeét, that
¢ my mother- withed to fet them right
> ‘ ) « by :
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by producing the certificate of the
© % marriage; but Matilda would nost
¢ permit it. * What does it fignify,”
fhe would fay, ¢ whofe daughter I am,
“ when I have you for my friend, my
* more than mother? I am fausﬁqd,
“my dear lady Markham; I have a
¢ competency, and what could the world
“« glvc me? No,.no; the world would
. % give me nothing, in all probablllty, but
«¢ refleCtions upon the fate of my father.”
== My dear Matilda, the world ought
¢ to give, and will give lady Matilda
¢ Devereux her due; and I hope to
¢ convince you that I am right.”

< I went at the ufual time to pafs the
¢ happy month with my mother and my
¢¢ friends, and found, to my great grief,
¢ the former very much broken. From
¢ a remarkably fpirited ative woman,

«.fhe was become low and dull; and
« ngglected
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“negledted her affairs. It was wich dif-
¢ ficulty we could perfuade her to walk
* in an orchard, once a favourite place,
“and where fhe had been making im-
« provements for fome years ; in fhort,
« fhe feemed not long for this world.
« One day, as we were fitting together ;
sand I was endeavouring to entertain
¢« her with the hiftory and anecdotes of
« the court, which fhe ufed to be fond
«.of hearing, fhe ftopped me by faying,
¢ My dear Ifabella, 1 have fbm;thmg
# to fay to you and Matilda ; if you love
¢« your mother, attend,—1 feel as if I
¢ were not permitted to remain long
¢ with you.— My ftrength decreafes,
« jike dew before the fun.—Let me, if
¢ time will admit, talk ferioufly to you
¢ both~I have, Ifabella, faved fome
¢ money, which I have equally divided
“ between you and Thomas. Henry

@ mbcnts my jointure; and I with he
- (( were
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« were married, that this houfe might bé
¢ a proper afylum for my dear Matilda,
¢ A fingle woman, like you, alway$
* wants a protetor.—But when I am
¢¢ crone, my relation, lady Coniers, will
¢ receive you into her family; and if
<« you will take the advice of a fincere
¢t and a parting friend, permit Ifabella to
e have the care of your papers, and the
¢ certisicate of your mother’s marriage,
s¢ 35 T am fure her affedion for you will
o rreferve them st treafures. — And
¢ pow, wy dear chiidren, 1 have dene
e ouith this world" — We withed €0
®2rd Srooyw boottes, « No,” fhe
“oal e waeld Suty them and me
cwa—! Srve Dot g0 for nothing
®or e Ui, and el be s hoopl-
A 8 v e drum ) w—Tske
SOTIIT v Silnel the peoets wihuch
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€ injunckions of your mother; to keep .
¢¢ them fafe.”

¢ The exertion fhe made occafioned
¢ her to faint.- We hoped it would be
¢ foon over, and that fhe would be
¢¢ better; we thought fhe began to re-
« v1vc; when fuddenly, fixing her eyes
¢ ypon us, the preffed our hands and
«¢ expired.—Our afflidion and furprife
¢¢ were unbounded ; we could not believe
¢ what had happened; for fhe had not
¢¢ been. what, might be called ill. "It is
¢‘true, for a few wecks fhe droopcd
<€ and feemed “difpirited ; but fhe was
«conly fixty, and was a year back
« much more ative than many womcu
& of thirty.—The a&ivity of her mind,
¢ I believe, impaired her ftrength, and
"¢ her conftitution could no 'longc'r fup-
« port that mental labour which fhe fo
“ many years exerted, . - -
« ] wrote -
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* « I wrote to lady Coniers to inforny’
¢« her of my mother’s requeft ;' and -the
¢ feemed much pleafed at the thoughts
* of receiving Matilda into her houfe.
« I was not much acquainted with her,
¢ but I thought myfelf happy in having
é my friend fixed in a refpectable family.
« The only circumftance which gaivp:
¢ me pain was, that they lived at 3
« greater diftance from the court than
¢ my mother; yet I had hopes that my
« royal miftrefs would permit me to
¢ pay my annual vifit to Jady Coniers,
¢ who had given me a preffing invita-
*¢ tion to that effect,~Matilda kept het
¢ jewels, and I carried her parchments
¢* with me to the court,

« The following autumn the queen
@ gracioufly gave me leave to vifit Ma.
#¢ tilda, which journey I performed with
% a light heart, and was received by her

¢« with
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s with. pleafure. When I arrived,
¢ the lady of the houfe was abfent for
 two days.—1 fetded my ftewardthip
¢ with Matilda for the year. As the
“eftate lay in a diftant county, I
¢ was obliged to prove my right to re~
¢ ceive the rents, and had employed an
¢¢ agent in town for that purpofe. — We
¢ paffed the days of lady Coniers’ ab-
¢ fence in the moft delightful manner,
¢ rambling through the woods, and
< fitting and converfing upon the banks
¢¢ in the corn fields, as the feafon was
¢¢ extremely fine, and the corn ripe. In
¢¢ the conrfe of our converfations I ex-
« prefied a hope that the was happy- in
¢¢ lady Coniers’ fociety. == As happy |
¢ as I can be, my dear Ifabella, now our
& good mother is no more; but the was
¢¢ a fuperior being, lady Coniers is a
¢ common one, and therefore not fo
¢ attractive to your friend, I have no
, « du'hke
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« diflike to lady Coniers ; but fhe does
¢ not feem to have many fine feclings.
¢ about her, and is not very anxious-
¢« whether The pleafes or not. — But the’
¢« does not offend, and leaves me to do
s¢ every thing I like, except one, and I
« am very well contented. I with you
« would marry, Ifabella, that I mighe
« live with you.” — ¢ Pray indulge my
« curiofity, and inform me what that .
« one thing is which is difagrecable to
« you,” =< A trifle ; the encourages
¢ her fon to make love to me, and the
« education fhe has given himis not fo-
¢« good by a great deal as that which he
s¢ gives his dog or his horfe. Thisisa -
.«¢ mere trifle ; I believe the young man
¢ has a good heart, and might have gone-
< through life very well had he been
¢ properly brought up ; for I never faw
¢ any thing vicious about him.” —1I

¢« withed
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<« withed her joy of the conqueft, and
¢ hoped to fee the conquered.

¢« Lady Coniers was a widow of forty-
« five; a very well-looking woman ;
¢« faid fhe was ten years younger than
s was really the truth; drefled well ;
¢ kept a good table, and had been laying
« fnares for the heart of an old lord, her
¢« neighbour, for five years, without
« being tired 3 had a great deal of drefs,
« and what is called clevernefs.

¢« She received me very politely, and
¢ introduced me to her fon, who faid,
¢« Faith, coufin, you are a fine girl
“ cndugh; but no more like my dear -
« Matilda than an apple is like an
. % oyfter.” — ¢ As an apple is not like
“an oyfter in any fhape,” I replied,
« [ take it for granted, that we are both
“ charming in our way.” =& ¢ No, you

YOL, I. B : ¢ are
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¥¢ are not fo handfome as Matilda ; thete
¢ is as much difference between you a8 -
~¢¢ there is between mother Huggins's
s¢ market horfe and Lofty my huhter.”=— .
. And which do you prefer, Lofty or
¢ Matilda {”” — ¢« Why, Matilda in-this
“¢ room, and Lofty when the hounds.are
 out; you muft be a great fool not to
.« guefsat that ; butI find you could not,
« with all your wit from court.”
¢ You are remarkably polite, Mr. Co-
« niers,” I returned, < and fo foll of -
¢« flafhes of wit, that the peop]c at court
¢ could not withftand you ten minutes.”
« But they fhall,” he replied, ¢ for [
¢ am to go there foon, to get the old
¢ woman to lay the fword acrofs my
. ¢ fhoulder, and then I fhall be as good
-« a koight as the bcft .of them.” ==
. You muft go to the wars as foon as
“ you receive the honour of knighthood,
¢ to try your {fword and your fpurs.” —
B { My
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= Myfpurs I'havé ofted’ tried in a long
® chafe.” —“ I'do not doubt it ; but if
€ by your behaviour you do not do cre-
"® -dit to your knighthood; the queen’s
“ cook will, have the employment of
¥*_ cuttingithém off.” — « You:are taik-
¥€ ing, my dear coufin, of what William
F* knows. nothing ‘about.” — ¢ But_ he
€€ .may in time,” faid lady Coniers.
- %].was one day lamenting to lady
2¢ Cohiers; that Matilda had not the ad-
¢ ¥antages which her birth demanded;
““for you know, lady Coniers, who fhe
¢ is”* — <¢ Oh, yes, very well, my dear ;
* fhe was daughter to the old lord
¥ Effex.” — ¢« No, madam,” I returned,
“lhe was daughtcr to. that unfortunate
“ nobleman Robert earl of Effex.” —
¥ No fuch thing,child ; you are wonder-
“fully miftaken.” %] am not, ma.
“dam; my mothcr had, the-certificate
. Y - «of
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¢¢ of their maryiage ; you know he mars
s ried .Matilda Browne, a_relation of
¢ lord Montacute’s, who died fooa after
¢ Matilda was born.”

- ¢ You are certainly mad, my dear,”
¢ returned her ladythip; ¢ fhe was
¢ daughter to the old lord Effex, and
« | know you to be a very clever dif
¢ creet young woman ; nay, I have heard
¢« people who are much about the court
< fay, that the queen has exprefled a3
¢¢ much. — But I am to blame, Ifabella;
¢ | ought to keep that fecret to myfelf ;
¢ yet it concerns you ; —but it fhall die
e« with me; for I do not think it alto-
¢ gether right to divulge the folly, not
« 1o fay wickednefs, of our relations®

‘] was extremely fm‘pﬁfcd. ¢ For
¢ heaven’s fake, madam, what can you
« mean ¢t Wby. my meaning is,

(i “hac
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<« what every body has known for
¢« years.” = Do, tell me, my dear
« lady Coniers; for. you make me
s miferable at I know not what.”

« ¢¢ WeH then, if you muft know, I will
¢ inform you. The young woman in
#¢ this houfe is.not the legitimate daughe
s ter of the carl: of Effex. No fuch
sething ; Matilda is the daughter of the
«'old lord, and her mother was yours ;
< 3]l the world fufpected it; and you
«%now how very kind he was to your
«farnily ; what prefents he made them,
“ and was for ever making to you all,
$¢ Your mother, dear coufin, when the
¢ found herfelf declining, poor woman,
« fhewed me the fewtlement that lord
« Effex made upon Matilda, and I

« could fee plain enough, by his terming
¢ her his relation, that the world was

a3 ‘ ¢ right.
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« right. Lady Markham, your moihcr,
“ my dedr; wis certainly ‘a clever 'wo2
“ man, and ‘managed this bufinefs well ;
«¢ for which 1 givé her uribounded: crex
¢ dit; for if fhe had not, your father
¢ would have been burthened ivith ano-
« ther child, which would not have been
¢ yery conveniént to him ; for .he was
#¢ meither very rich: nor: very prudent,
¢ poor ‘man! but ‘your:motherKept
¢ every thing cleverly togethér ; and this
“¢ was the only folly T ever heard-of her.
* committing, and I don’t doubt: but
¢ the was very much i in pockct by ,u:.v’:’

« At thc end of thls {peech, Iarofc
¢ out of my chair; ftamped-about the
« room like a mad woman; reviled
¢ her in the bittereft terms poffibles
#¢ vowed it was all a fabrication of her
% own, apd called down vengeance upon

. her for daring to utter fuch a falfehood
“ againft
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¢¢ againft the charatters of people who
¢ were not alive to defend themfelves.
« I told her, that I had in my poficflion
¢ the certificate of ear] Effex’s marriage
«¢ with Matilda Browne ; and, in fhort,
*1 was fo much agitated, as nearly to
¢ faint : a friendly flood of tears relieved
¢ me, and when 1 was a little recover-
¢ ed, I proceeded thus :

« If you tbink, lady Coniers, as you

“ fay ; if you really bclieved Matilda to'
“ be Jord Effex’s natural daughter,would
¢ you wifh your only fon to marry her 2
“ No ; with his great fortune, you would
“certainly have him conneéted with
“fome young woman of high birth ;
“and from my foul I believe that the
“ chief reafon for your withing him ta
“ marry her, is, your full affurance that
“ fhe is the daughter of the earl of Effex
“and Marilda Browne ; and you would,
G 4 ¢ were
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« were fhe wife to your fon, mould
<« fomcthmg out of it.— This is . my
% apinion of you.”

. « She replied very coolly, *My
¢ dear Ifabella, you are quite in hero-
<« icks, and I expeét every minute to fee
« fome valorous knight, mounted upon
«¢ a flying courfer, come to your refcue 3
“ but compofe yourfelf.: When thefe
¢ things have been whifpered about,
« which I affure you they have been
“very much, I have ever defended
¢ my coufin Markham to the laft word,
« and always took particular care to.ocb-
¢ viate every thing which could be urged
¢ againft her ; and I do not doubt but
¢ the world thinks me a fool to allow
¢ my fon, who is fo much fuperior in
¢ fortune, and of a family as good as
¢ hers, to think of marrying her, who-

“cver
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«< ever fhe may have fpriing from. But,
¢-to eonvince you that I with my dear
¢ coufin to be entirely exculpated from
‘¢ the charge laid againft her, do fend me
«-the certificate: df the marriage, (which
«. fhall be fafely returned,) that I may
¢ fhew'it to thofe who think evil of
« her; for that will effectually convince
¢« them, and ‘they will no longer dif-
% honour her memory.” '

© ¢ No, madam,” I returned; ¢ my
* mother was virtuous ; — my mother
« pever defamed her neighbours ; — my
¢ mother; lady Coniers, never dared
¢ fay a thing which was not true, — no¢
* do u thing fhe dared not juftify. —
* And the certificate I will keep myfelf.
% A time may come when it will proba-
« bly be of the firft confequence to my
 friend,” .

c5 : “ I then
kutaeeg
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w1 then ftalkked out of the room ;'
“and as 1 paffed along the gallery;:
¢ Matilda met me. .I was difturbed,
*“and the wanted much to know. the
¢ caufe. I told her; that 1 had beem
« talking with lady Coniers about myp
« mother, whofe memory was fo dear
“to me; that my fituation in life
¢ preventing me from fceing thofe who
¢ knew her, and-were acquainted with
¢ her virtues, my fpirits were therefore
s much agitated by the converfa-
¢ tion 1 had had with lady Coniers:
¢« Another caufe of difquiet proceeded
¢ from my time being almoft expired ;
« far I was obliged to attend the court
“ina few days. I conjured her, when
¢ fhe found her fituation difagreeable,
“to inform me of it, and I would ger
« prote&ion for her in fome family near
¢ London ; requefted fhe weuld take
¢ her money affairs into her ewn hands,
s« which {he declined, but lamented the

¢ trouble
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« trouble 1 met with on her accbuit.

¢¢ I departed next morning, very ill fatis-
« fied with lady Coniers, and contrived’

‘¢ plans duting my journey to getMa-'
“'ﬁlda‘bn_t' of hcr houfe if poﬂiblc; o

‘e AbBout a month at'tcr, I faw young’
@ ‘Coniers at court ; he_was kmghted,
« and became fir William.. Hé ‘gave’
«me a letter from Matilda ; faid hé’
« hoped the air of the court had fweet~’
¢«¢ ened- me, for I was as four as a crab
¢ in the country; told me that he was
¢ going to Ireland to fee his eftates, and
‘s,wtmdcrcd when he wanted to give.
« me a hearty fhake of the hand, that I
¥ was fo thy. His converfation made
< thofe about us laugh ; and I muft con-
e fefs that I was not much delighted thh.
* my coufin.

c6 o * Six,
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_« Six months elapfed, and [ heard.
“ nothmg from Matilda. I fentafpecial
“« mcﬂ'cngcr, who returned with a note
« ‘ from lady Coniers, faying, that fhe
« was come to town to me. I petition~
¢“ed to go down to her, which was
« granted. Lady Coniers told me, that
* Matilda had lefc the houfe in a clandef-
“ tine manner about two months after I
« went. I know (faid her ladyfhip}
« fhe is very fond of my fon ; fo pro-
« bably, Ifabella, the has followed him
¢« toIreland. Her fervant Mary went
< with her; fhe took two of her horfes,
¢ leaving the third and her man fervant
« behind her; and you cannot imagine,
« my dear Ifabella, what a pretty piece
« of gofliping this has occafioned in the
« neighbourhood. 1 affure you, that
*« could I have had the {malleft idea of
« what fort ofa perfon the was, my houfe

« fhould not have been open to her.”
¢ What
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% What excufe did the make for go- -
® ing, madam ?”==‘None in the
¢ world ; the had been at lady Corbet’s,
¢ as I underftand, and rode off with
¢« Mary while the fervants were at fup-
¢« per; and I have not heard of her
*¢ fince.” — ¢ What is become of her
¢¢ jewels, madam 2" — ¢¢ Jewels ! Fnever
¢ knew fhe had any.” —¢ A great
¢ many very valuable ones, given her
% by her father,” — ¢ She kept them
s¢ very fnug then ; for I never faw her
¢¢ wear any worth five pourids.” I told
¢¢ her that they muft be worth five thou-
-¢¢ fand, and had coft twice the fum. —
¢¢ Then fhe has taken them with her }
& but, my dear Habella, do look at her
¢ clothes, and let them be bundled up,
¢ and taken away ; for I fhould deteft
s¢ the fight of them, or any thing elfe
& which belonged to fuch a creature.”—
s Perhaps,” 1 faid, ¢ that creature is by
R ¢ this
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s¢ this time your daughter-in:law."” s
¢« No, no; my fon knows bettcr thanﬂ
“to marry a runaway R
- . [P M
« The wardrobc was -examined -l
« Jady Coniers’- prefence,. but nothing®
¢« was found of any - value, except hiers
¢ clothes, books, and mufic ; all which-
¢ ] fent to my apartments in Londos ;°
¢ fettled every little pecuniary maeter
% with my dear couﬁn, and paned'
¢ friends. 3 '
«] was not acquainted with lady
¢¢ Corbet, and therefore it was an awk-
« ward thing for me to call upon her ;
¢ but I was refolved to do it, and fhe
“ reccived me with a great deal of po~
¢¢ litenefs ; the knew little of the affairy
‘““and faid there muft be fome myftery.
“in it; that lady Coniers had taken.
ff great pains to declare that Matilda was
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“ gorie to town to pay me a vifit: ¢ and;"
“my dear madam, if fhe had gone
“to'you when that low-bred fellow fir’
« ‘William Coniers was making:love to’
“¢-her; we fhould not have been at all
« farprifed. . Her going a day or two
«-after him gave rife to fulpicions that
¢ ‘fhe was gone to him. She feemed to
¢ be unhappy, loft that agreeable cheer~
<< fulnefs for which fhe was remark-
«¢ able, and grew pale and folitary ; in
¢< fhort, fhe put me in mind of Shake-
*¢ fpeare’s beautiful defcription of a wo-
<& man inlove :
) _l, K She fat like Patience on a2 monument
_ ¢ Smiling at grie_f.” .

. «I know her dxfpol’ txon, lady Cor-
e bet » faid I, e« her patlcncc, her
o ﬁnc feclmgs, ‘and Coniers is a hand-
“ fomc young man, and a man without

Lo vxce.
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«vice; if fhe.had liked him, why not
* marry ? there was nothing to preyens
- « ber; and I am canvinced, that it muft,
¢¢ have been fomething very extraordi-.

< pary which induced her to take- this.
« ftep.” I.took leave of the fricadly:

¢ Jady Corbet, who promifed-that it fhe
¢¢ heard the flighteft circumflance re~
« fpe@ing Matilda, the would inform-
. “me of it. - Nothing tranfpired; bue

«Jady Corbet wrote to me, and faid,
© that lady Coniers had been very in-
¢ duftrious in telling all her acquaint-
« ance that Matilda had followed hes
« fon to Ircland. She eould not fay
¢ fhe liked the girl ; but if he were fuch
¢« a fool as to marry, fhe believed.the

« could not forget that he was her fon ;.

¢¢ for the workings of maternal tender-

¢ nefs were fo ftrong in her breafty. thae.

¢ there was no refifting them. She had
“ made up her mind to every thing, for.
LS s¢ her

N
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<¢ her happinels was wrapped up in his.
<¢ As to lfabella Markham, fhe only
¢« withed the queen knew what kind of -
¢¢ perfon fhe was; but the dreadful un- |
s¢ happinefs of people in her majefty’s
< fituation was, that every body about
¢ them wore a matk, which they never
<¢ took off but when at a diftance from
< court; and then they could unblufth-
¢ ingly take their friends jewels to fet
¢ off their perfons, and, fhe did not
¢t make a doubt, keep them for ever as
¢¢ their own. :

" ¢ Happily, this ftory was fometimes
« told unguardedly to thofe who were
«¢ frequently at court, and to fome who
¢¢ had offices there. Lady Coniers was
«¢ likewife fo well known in her neigh-
¢ bourhood, that the good people feldom
¢ attended much to her when fhe did
o Ibcak the truth; fortunately too, I

“ was
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“ was not rich enough to purchafe jewels,
¢ and therefore was never feen to wear
¢ any ; for my mother prudently turned
« the few fhe was poffefied of into
“ money, which fhe divided between
“ my younger brother and myfelf.
-3
«A period of; 1 believe, twenty years
« has flipped away, and 1 have never
 heard of my dear Matilda Devereux.
¢« She did not go to Ireland, as I could
¢ Jearn from my inquiries ; neither did
“fhe marry fir William- Coniers, ==
¢ Her rents I have regularly received,
“and hoarded up the money. .'If X
< fthould ever fee her again, there it iy
¢ for her; or, when I am affured of her
¢ death, I will pay it into ‘the hands of
 Mr. Devereux, her neareft relation as
‘ to blood ; for I think I informed you
“that the Devereux’s cftate went to a
“’very diftant relation, “The tite -felt
« with

-
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¢ with hcr father, and was given to the
« famlly of Capcl :
X

“é You tnay fuppofe, my dear children,
¢ ‘that the greatelt pleafure I.could enjoy
« would be t find 'the friend of my
« youth’!tfvc, virtuous, and happy. Yet
% I-dare'not flatter myfelf that fuch an
“ cvent cin’ be poflible.  Sir Philip
¢« Sidney’s Arcadia wis-one of- the ele-
« gant prefents he made me when we
«ifived o happily together; and now
o that- i‘ﬁy narrative i ended, let us hear
€'5t4 for' it -will :enteréain’ you; and be

“granﬁ'ing to mc"’ A o
- ’Rbbcrt began rcadldg, and” they alt
attended for three- hours, ‘when other
avocations called upon them. — Time
wore flowly -away, in expettation of
Kédring fromi' my lord; a few days
bmught a fpecial mefiepger .to fay,

; that
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that queen Anne of Denmark was dead,
and the king in great affli¢tion; that a
party had been raifed in favour of lady .
Arabella Stuart, whom they wanted for
their queen; that lady Arabella had
written a letter to the king, and difs
covered the plot; that affairs were a
little quieted ; but that he fhould not-be
able to fix any time for returning to his
family, which he much lamented..

. After dinper the family were cone
verfing with Mr. Buder and Mr. Faicy
fax upon, thefe events, and the formey
was expatiating upon the miferies of a
country when the people at large thought
wrong, and the dreadful mifchiefs which
muft in that cafe fall upon every in-
dividual ; when Mr. Fairfax took occa-
fion to obferve, that it would not mattes
if they were to rife; for it was very
likely we ‘might do better without any
" parliament.
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parlament. The houfe of lords was
certainly  an incumbrance, and the na<
tion would undoubtedly be better with-
out them. And as to kings, what were
they ? nothing. =< Sir,” replied Mr,
Butler, ¢ there have been kings ever
« fince the creation of the world; you
«.will find T am correét in what I ad-
¢ vance, if you will confult your bible.”
—¢¢ It may be fo, fir,” returned Mr.
Fairfax; < but the world, fir, is more
s¢ enlightened; it-is grown wifer, and
¢¢. will improve ¢very day’; for we have
<< gone on-fo long in the old track, that
¢ it is time to open:a new one ; and I
¢¢-think I can fee. the changc approach-
€« mg.. Ca

- Lady Harrington inclined her head
on onie fide, as if tThe doubted her powers
of hcaﬂng; ‘and at lat, being out: of
iy patience
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patience with fuch do&fines, fpoke to
him firmly, but without paffion 3 it -
" ¢ Mr. Fairfax, I'am furprifed, and
* can hardly credit what I have juft
% heard you utiér. ¥ thefe' were yotnt
¢ principles,” why did you “erter' chis
“houfe? you have not learnt “them
¢ here.”—¢ No, madam,’. he replied;
¢ ] brought them with me.”—¢ Then,
s I beg, fir, you will take them back
s¢ again. 1 find your head is: turhed’}
¢ you-ate mad in-one point; that: fettled
« gloom which I have ever .obferved
¢ hang over you, and which your coun=
¢ tenance and manner were unable to
¢« conceal, was the gloom of difcontent ;
“ you embrace new dotrines in hope
¢ to be advanced in the world. If you
¢ had taken orders, my lord might pro-
¢ bably have been of fome fervice to

¢ yous
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& you s but I do not doubt [loking at
¢ Mr. Butler] that he.will find proper
¢¢ fubjeéts for his church-preferment.
¢¢ I have this opmmn of my family, that °
< the improper notions you choofe to
« cherifh have had no jll effe® upon
¢¢ them ;, though you came here, I fup.
« pafe, as a miffionary to convert us to
<t the new light. So far,I am happy,
¢ that you have enlightened me to with
¢ tg- part with you.—You fhall. receive
¢ from me whatcvcr is due; and as the
«¢ Jaft favour, I requeft you will dcparz
« from the Abbey this evening.” " The
:money was paid, and Fairfax' walked off
without 2. bow.

. <1 did not think there could be fuch
¢ 2. man in the world,” faid Elizabgth ;
«¢ what can -he mean{”—*Is ne not
¢ drunk ?” afked Manlda « No,”
plu:d lady’ Hamngumt ‘¢ pot wath wine ;

'{3 bUC
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* but intoxicated with a much ftronger
- ¢¢ thing, ambition. ‘That man, were he
¢ 3 prebendary would be miferable till
¢ he fhould be a dean, and then unhappy
¢ till he became archbithop of Canter-
¢ bury. As a layman, he would with
¢ to govern nations, and would rule
s¢ them with a rod of iron. When dif-
¢ content lays its ftrong talons upon the
« minds of men, it is feldom removed
« but with life; it preys upon their
*¢ happinefs, like the grub at the root of
¢ a plant; and nothing but taking it
¢ up, cutting out the affected part, and
¢ replanting it in another foil, can give
¢ any chance for a cure.”—¢ But do"
¢ you think, my dear madam,” faid
Robert, ¢¢ that it could be fo replanted 2
o ¢ ] am not quite fure that it could;
¢ yet for inftance, if the king were to
¢ fend for him, compliment his abilities,
¢ give him an office of cmolument, and
' 7 s¢ add
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®-34d titles to thofe honours, hé would
¢t.think the prefent the beft times that
¢ could happen. But when he found
¢ the difficulty of filling his fituation
¢ with dignity,and that his time and his’
« cife muft be entirely given up to
¢ public bufinefs, he would be fatigued ;
¢ he would become a tyrant to thofe
¢ below him; he would find that his
«¢ former habits of life made his prefent
< fituation more uneafy ; his mind would
< again ficken at finding the mifery of
« what he was, and at the fame time
¢« be too weak to return to what he had
¢ been. It is not in the nature of fuch
¢t minds to be fatisfied,” -

- Lady Harrington queftioned her fons,
whether they were acquainted with Mr,
Fairfax’s principles. The eldeft faid,
that at “firft Mr. Fairfax did not fpeak
out, and therefore: he did not com-.

‘VOL. I H prehend
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prehend him; when he did, he’ told
that gentleman that he was fure thoft’
ideas were oppofite to every thing his'
father withed him to learn; and he&
thought himfelf that Virgil and Horace'
were much pleafanter ftudies than fuch’®
fubje&ts. “ And what did you fay to’
« him, John!"—¢Why, I told him'
- «¢ that he. was. iad, aad: burft into a’
« laugh, which made him angry; he
. < would then' eall me 2 dunce, and-tell
« me to go out of the room, which was
« precifely what I wanted.”

The following week a meffenger ar-
rived from lord Harrington, to fay, that
the king had appointed lady Harrington
to be governefs to the princefs Eliza-
beth; that he was engaging proper peo-
ple to be fent down to get the eaft front.
of the Abbey in order. for her royal
highnefs’s. reception ; that no perfon of

. confequence
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copfequence was to remain with her;
that lady Lifle was to attend her down,
and ftay at Coombe till fhe was
fettled; and he hoped that the would be
prepared in 2 month to receive her royal |
pupil. ‘

Lady Harrington found this a thing
the both liked and difliked. The con-
fequence it gave her in the world was
flattering to her ambition; but the
charge of fuch an undertaking was in-
imical to her eafe. She was now ad-
vancing < into the vale of years;” but
had good health, and was of a lively
turn of mind.—Yet, having a kind of
court in her houfe muft be a great fa-
tigue, which fhe had much rather have
had nothing to do with.—Luckily for
- her, it was not left to her choice ; the
princefs was preparing to come; fhe
muft receive her; and, as that was the

H2 " cafe,
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cafe, fhe was entirely left without a
negative in the bufinefs, and of confe-
quence had an undoubted right to com-
plain, if it was difagreeable to her.

The family was in a great buftle for

a fortnight; numberlefs queftions were
afked, and not one half of them could
be anfwered.- Lady Harrington’s mind
was fo fully occupied, that to anfwer
inquiries was a torment, initead of a
pleafure, as formerly. Being one day
extremely out of humour with the work-
men, who were, as is not uncommon,
making their job as long as they could,
by doing as little as pofiible, hér eldeft
fon fuddenly afked her, if the king was
not a man of learning. ¢ No,” fhe
replied, ¢¢ I think not.”—¢¢ Then, ma-
¢« dam, your opinion feems to be very
« different from that of the reft of the
¢ people with whom I have converfed; -
« for
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« for they all'affured me, that he was
¢« very much fo.” —* Yes, yes, Ro-
¢ bert,” returned lady Harrington, ¢ his
¢ learning is like that of fome others
“ whom I know ; it is a parcel of old
¢ lumber thrown about a houfe, againit
¢ which every one is ftumbling, and
¢¢ which is of no fort of ufe, even to the
« owner.” —* I fancy, madam,” he
replied, ¢ you muft have met with
¢¢ fomething unpleafant of that fort.”—
¢¢.] have,” fhe faid, rubbing her elbow,
¢¢ fallen over an old bedficad and hure
¢¢ myfelf; and the confequence is, that.
« I have ordered the houfekeeper jo
¢ colle¢t every thing of that kind to- .
¢¢ gether, and divide it between the two
¢¢ maids who are to be married to Ralph
¢-and Harry,” — ¢« A Jucky hit for
¢¢ them,” faid John, burfling into laugh-
ter. — ¢ Well,” returned lady Har-
rington gravely, ¢ I muft ftep into the
B3 ‘“antes
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¢ antechamber, for I. belicve thofe

¢ hangings will never be put up; they

¢ have been about them thefe threee——
¢ days.”

Preparations went on for the receptior——
of the princefs ; and lord Harrington fen .
for his fons, defiring that they mightb- —
accompanied to London by Mr. Butle commme
who was appointed her royal highnefs™
chaplain at the Abbey. The mornin_ g
being fine, lady Harrington and “hese——r
. daughters went to the parfonage, to i=——mm-~
form the good man of it. He expreffe= «
himfelf unworthy of the honour; b= =,
‘as it was the wifh of lord Harringto =,
he would go; yet he thought that-bx Es
. age was againft fuch a fcheme. ¢ A
“faid my lady; ¢¢ what is age, my g%t”‘d
¢ fir? You have no infirmities,”—<NXz2 -

« dam,” he replied, 1 2m fenfible ©f

¢ agreatmany mental ones.”—< Indeecd>  f
[{4 rny
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*“ my lady,” faid Mrs. Butler, ¢ your
¥¢ ladythip is quite right ; and .fo Is my
“¢ hutband too, for he does not ail any
“¢ thing at all that I know of; I am fure
€€ he is as hale and fit for a journey as -
€€ any man can be; only, as he fays, he
*€ has many mortal infirmities; and fo
“®« we have all, from the time we know
< any thing, to the time we lcave this
< wicked world,”

The ladies made a fhort vifit, and
wreturned to the Abbey. ¢ Well, my
- ®e¢dear,”” faid Mrs. Butler, * this is
@+ fomething like; we ftand a good
k¢ chance: of being fomebody now, ==

<« Only think of parfon - Butler’s being

«¢.fent for to court. I warrant the whole
< county will ring of nothing clfe for
¢ months and months to come.”

Robert Harrington felt no great plea-
- fure in the thoughts of a court; but
. H4 John’s
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John’s fpirits were fo volatile, that he
did not know what to do with himfelf.
At length the happy morning came,
and they took their leave.

Elizabeth withed for the arrival of
the princefs; Matilda wondered whee
ther her highnefs refembled any perfon
fhe was acquainted with; — and lady
Harrington was anxious to have every
thing in proper order to receive her.—
Another week completed all the im=
provements ; lady Harrington then found
her mind at eafe, and could converfe
with her daughters as cheerfully and
good-humourcdly as before.

«I wifh,” faid Mifs Harrington,
“¢ that I could know the princefs’s dif-
¢ pofition. Do you know her, ma-
“dam? Is fhe gravc or gay?” =

¢« That
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“ "That is impofiible for me to tell,”.
"etUmcd lady Hamngton, ¢« but, ac-
cordmg to report, fhe is very ami-
¢ able.” —« Was your royal miftrefy
““ handfome ?” afked Matilda. * You
€ wafed to tell us, madam, that we thould
hcar a great deal about her when our

€ 3 udgments.were a lictle matured.”

<<1f you with to hear what I have
« Sbferved of that great queen, I will
s iamform you; but I am afraid I fhal
e be rather diffufe upon the fubject.

« Ogc.cn Elizabeth was what might

“® Yoe called an old woman when firft I
€€ Thad the honour of attending her.—

¢ Mer perfon was rather above the

“* middle fizxe as to height, but not to

‘¢ be called tall ;—mufcular, but not

" “- fat;—her face fair, and a perfect oval,
€ —She had fmall black eyes; her

H 3§ “ nofe
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« nofe a little aquiline; her hand and
¢ fingers very long and taper, and her
¢ air and manner extremely majeftie.
¢ No mortal ever fpoke better in public.
¢ In different languages, fhe gave the
¢ proper emphafis to every word; and
¢ whatever was the fubje& of her dif-
¢ courfe, it had the fame propriety.—
¢ Politics fhe -confidered as her firfk
¢ ftudy, which was the good of her
¢ fubjets at large, ‘and the aggrandize-
“ ment of her kingdom in particuler,——
¢ She loved peace, encouraged arts,
¢ manufatures, and commerce; and if
¢ any forecign power encroached upon
¢ her, fhe infiffed on conceffions, or
¢« made war immediately, and always
¢ preferred the latter, faying that the
¢ firlt blow, well-dire&ed, was half the
¢ battle ; and fhe was always prepared.
¢¢ She did not like that her foldiers and
s¢ feamen fhould be unemployed, for fhe

-« ufed
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¢¢ ufed to fay, they would ruft and be
#¢ good for nothing. She was extremely
o foud of military fhows. When thé
e Spanifh Armada threatened the coun-
¢ try with invafion, fhe went to the
¢ garmy affembled at - Tilbury, and, to .
¢¢ infpire the men with courage, made
¢ 3 fpeech to them from the drumhead,
-4 which had a good effet. Her mind
¢¢ was firm and intrepid; and fhe never
e gavé up any thing when once the had
=« fortned her refolutions, which an hour’s
e¢ ptivacy in her clofet would enable her
¢« to do. To matters of bufinefs which
e« came fuddenly forward fhe would
« fpeak at once, without hefitation.
¢ The pcoplc loved her, and at the
o« famg: time feared her; the former
e they would have been ungrateful if
« they bad not done, and the latter the
¢ took care they froulddo. She under-
el ﬁood mufic perfectly, and was fond
B6 “of
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¢ of romantic aQions, tilts and tournze
¢ ments, and pageants where virtues and
¢ vices were perfonified.— Extremely
« prudent in the expenditure of the
« public money, fhe always regretted
¢ the expence war brought with it, and
s¢ frequently faid, ¢« My. people are'-fo
« liberal of themfelves, that I ought ta
¢¢ take care of their money.” She was
« very particular in keeping every one
< in his proper place and fituation ; and
¢ did not like that the middle ranks
¢ fhould ftep too mear the nebility; at
« the fame time fhe was extremely en-
¢ raged when fhe found any of her
.« nobility degrading themfelves. Every
¢ man, fhe obferved, might with ta
¢ climb, it was a laudable ambitiong
¢¢ but that men who were high fhould
«¢ like to lawer themfelves, was what
¢ fhe could not camprehend.

« I mu&-
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.; ¢ L. mult conclude my account with
s« telling you, that this great queen was
.¢¢ a woman, and in fome inftances lefs
<¢ than a woman. . She was extrava~
«c gantly fond of being perfonally ad-
<< mired long after her perfonal charms
s¢ were flown; fending frequently to
¢ France for fathions, and being fo mis
< putely particular concerning her drefs,
e that I ufed to be furprifed how her
¢¢ mind could. defcend to fuch Petty
¢« trifles, at a sime when it was engaged
<< in fuch important bufinefs.”

- % We are much obliged to you, my
& dear sadam,” faid Mifs Harringson,
¢ for the account you have given us of
s¢ this extraordinary woman. Is king
¢ James like the queen #’—*¢ If he be,”
faid Matilda, «1 have a very great
¢ refpeét for him.”—¢ You ought te-
¢ refpe&t him,” faid lady Harrington
.. . € hls
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4¢ his fituation demands it. But king
& James is very unlike my royal miftref3;
¢¢ he has a great averfion to war, and 1s
« eternally patching up peace with othér
“« nations by means of money, whichis
¢ giving the ftrength out of his dwn
« into"the enemy’s hands. He prides
¢ himfelf upon that which is enly pro-
s per for a country fchoolmaftet, and
'« which the fchoolmafter might gain
e fome credit by, a kind of pcdant‘fc
e learning. He has no idea of the
« value of money, but diftreffes himfelf
$¢ by lavifhing it upon his favourites.”

¢ Then,” faid Matild2, the colour
fluthing into her face, * why does my
s father obey his fummons ? for I would
¢ not.” — ¢ If you confidered well, you
*¢ moft certainly would. The kingisa
¢ man without ambition, and is confti-
¢ tutionally fearful ; but he is far from

© % being
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* being a tyrant, and is certainly a2 man
¢« of peace. Were you to think always
* ag you did five minutes fince, what
#¢. would the country at large do 2 what
« would individuals fuﬁ'cr? you muft
¢ fupport the king and the laws of your
¢ country, for the king and the laws fup-
¢ port you. — Suppofe, for inftance,
€ thar we had no king, fome tyrant, with
¢¢a ftrong hand, would break through
¢¢ the laws and govern us with fcvcnty
¢ and opprcﬂion He muff do it, be-
«¢ caufe being in a fituation that he had
& no right to, he muf maintain it by
s force. Now we will fuppofe this
#¢ nation to be governed by a certain
& pumber of men, we will, for argue
w ment’s fake, fay fifty. Thefe fifty
¢ would have a hundred different plans,
& and every individual would be pulling
« whichever way his inclination led him ;

“ the ambmous endeavouring to rule
¢ the
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<« the reft, and the avaricious filling
« their own private coffers,”

¢ ] ftand corre&ted, my dear madam,”
faid Matilda; ¢ thefe were circum-
s¢ ftances to which I had not adverted ;
¢ and therefore it was foolith in me to
« give my opinionof the matter.” —
«¢ Not at all foolifh in mentioning them
« to me,” replied Jady Harrington, ¢ be-
¢ caufe I am always happy when I can
« fet you right; and itis of great confe-
¢ quence to you, that you fhould fay to
¢« me exaltly what you think ; but had
¢ you faid this to ftrangers, they would
¢ either have laughed at your folly, or
<« encouraged your ignorance, which wil}
« always be the cafe when people give
« thieir opinions upon what they do not
¢« underftand. — Take my advice then ;
¢« frequently afk queftions for informa-
¢ tion ; if you do not comprehend the
' ¢« an{wers,
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< anfwers, apply to fome fure friénd,
¢« like myfelf, to explain them,”

A mcﬁ'cnger arrived the next day,

from lord Harrington, to inform them ..

that the princefs Elizabeth was to fet out
in a coach and travel as far as the roads

would permit, when her royal highnefs

was’ to' mount hér horfe and proceed,

My lord defired that lady Harrington

and her daughters would mount theirs,

‘and mect her twenty miles from the
Abbey, to pay their duty. They ac-

cordingly provided themfelves, their

waiting gentlewomen, and ferving men,

with palfreys, and fet out in ftate. In the
evening they met the princefs, who re-
ceived them very gracioufly, and the
Harringtons were very happy. They
accompanied her royal highnefs next
"day to the Abbey, where fhe was well
pleafed with her apartments. Lady
Lie
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Lifle was the only perfon of confequence
who came with her; and being an old

" friend of lady Harrington’s, it was a
great gratification to fee her. She was
to remain fix weeks at the Abbey, to
{ec the princefs properly fettled, and thea
return to her own family.

Mr. Butler got his chaplain’s fearf,
end a pecuniary appointment, but was
not, as his family expetted, a bifhép,
nor adean ; he was not even canon of
Windfor nor of Weftminfter. How-
~ ever, it would, it muft come, and the
fcarf was a certain fignal that future
honours and emoluments were approach-
ing. His daughters were now no long»
er young, but took great pains with
. themfelves,andthrew off at leaft ten years
by their prefent juvenile appearance.
They difdained the Coventry beaux ;
and it was confidered as a grofs affront

if
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if a young yeoman in the neighbourhood
ventured to fend looks of admiration at
schurch. == But Mrs. Butler could not
put herfelf out of her way. She gather-
ed up the eggs, and infpected the brewery
anddairy. To give her duepraife, nobody
could have better puddings, ale, or but-
ter; and it was a great gratification to
. Jaer, when the labour of the day was over,
. #0 fit herfelf down in her armed chair,
and talk ofher royal highnefs’s chaplain :
.with great enjoyment fhe would fay to
her only maid-fervant, <“Tell her royal -
~#¢ highnefs’s chaplain, that the toaft and
¢ ale will be as dead as ditch-water if he
¢ does not come quickly.”

- .Mr. Butler, for want of fpirit, as his
wife and daughters were often heard to
Jdeclare, went on in the domeftic way as
before ; dug in his garden; infpected
his cattle ; cultivated his flowers; and
' entirely
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entirely difregarded all the hints which
were thrown out, that fuch employments
were beneath the dignity of her royal
highnefs’s chaplain. — Meeting his wife
one very warm morning, fatigued todeath,
with an old duck in her hand, and a
lapful of young ones, he faid, ¢ I think,
¢ my dear, you are doing that which is
¢« very degrading to her royal highnefs’s
¢ chaplain.” — ¢« What!”  exclaimed
Mrs. Butler; ¢ here have I been toiling
‘“and moiling thefe two hours to get
““this duck out of the village pond,
¢ and was forced to give fome children
¢ a penny to affit me; and here are
¢ fifteen as fine young ducklings as ever
¢ were hatched; they will be worth
¢ money by and by.” — «I myfelf
¢ think,” replied Mr. Butler, ¢ that you
«¢ are perfetly right ; butI was furprifed
¢ you did not find out, that it was a de-
¢ gradation to her royal highnefs’s chap-

“ lain’s
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< lain’s wife.” — *¢ Fiddle faddle! am
¢ I to lofe my money becaufe you are
<¢ her royal highnefs’s chaplain ? No, no,
‘“ my daughters will want more every
« day. Confider what ftarching of ruffs
« comes -to, for they muft wear them
¢ now that you are her royal highnefs’s
¢ chaplain.”

The lively John Harrington had got
a cornetcy of horfe, had been learning
the military exercife, and was quite’in
his element, {fwaggering, and entertaining
his -fifters with converfations upon the
fword and matchlock. He had feveral
baoks upon the fubje@, which he wanted

* to read aloud and explain to them ; but

as they did not feem at all interefted in
the bufinefs, he kept his military learn-
ing to himfelf.

§ " ‘The
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The princefs won the hearts of the
family by her affability and condefcen-
fion ; fhe was extremely fond of con-
verfing with lady Harrington’s daughters,
and was always attended by them when:
fhe went out. Robert was improved.
by his journey to London ; at times he.
was cheefful and volatile, and then again.
bufied in profound melancholy. This
was obferved by lord and lady Harring-
ton #but, as he feemed in health, . they- -
forbore to notice it. - He fought foli=
tude, and would hide himfelf in the
woods for feveral hours together. His
fiters were concerned, but could not
account for the change ; they were per-
petually inquiring after his health, but
could not develope the. caufe of his dif.-
arder. One day Mifs Harrington faid,
¢¢ Bridget ftep into the library, and in-
< quire after my brother Robert ; I have
¢« not feen him to-day, and am afraid he
% is not wcy.”

MBle(s
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<t Blefs ‘his honour,” faid - Bridget,
¢ he- is well'enough, only a little troubled
«s- with the heart-achh.” — ¢ What do
<¢-you.mean "’ = * Why, young lady,
~« ¢he follts fay that he is in love; but
#< that is no fuch great matter ; the com-
“ phipt is pommon-enough, and every
« oncs liabilé: to it one time-or another.”
<=t Bug with-whom is tie in love 2’ afked
Matilda, < < hy,l it is the grcatcﬂf
« fecret. that ‘ever: was, but it is- true
& indeed.”” —<¢ Impoffible " cried Mifg
Flarrington ;. ¢ Robert is, of "all people,
¢ the leaft likély to.£all in love.”
¢¢. That don’t fignify, young lady, it may
«¢ be impofiible, for aught I know; bue
¢¢ ¢ is true for all that.” — ¢ Do tell us,
¢¢ Bridget,” faid -Matilda.— ¢ Why,
< you know, young ladics, that I have
< heard my lady. fay. often and often
«¢.epough to you, ¢ Never with to have
€« a fecret ; but if you are trufted, never

5 &
» :
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« gell it again ;’ and as you will, I am
« fure, follow my lady’s rules, I may
¢ tellit. Then [ a low wvoice] Mr.
¢« Sims, my lord’s man, who went to
¢ London with him, told me, that a
« friend of his who keeps a fhop in the -
-« Strand, faid, that he was told by lady
« Lifle’s houfekeeper, that young lord
¢ Harrington was, as fure as fate, in love
¢¢ with lady Lifle’s eldeft daughter.” —
¢« Well,” faid Mifs Harrington, after a
paufe, ¢“‘there is no great harm, ifit be
¢¢ fo.” — ¢¢ Neither fin nor harm that-I
s¢ can fee in the matter,” faid Bridget ;
¢ but very much to the young gentle-
¢ man’s credit, I think for my part.”

« But as you feem fo much in the
« fecret, is he to marry her?” —
¢ That, young lady, I could never find
“ out; I have inquired, but to no pur-
: « poﬁ:‘;
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 pafe3. though they fay folks never
“ gnarry their firft love.” -

¢ No !” faid Mifs Harrington. ¢ No,
“ never,” replied Bridget; it is a
‘ thing I never heard of in my life,
% except among kings and princes ; they
“.do fuch things; but I never heard of
“any body elfe ; nay, fometimes it is
“the third, fifth, feventh, or ninth,
% which laft number is very lucky in-
“ deed ; but it is always an odd number,
“ you may depend upon that.” — ¢ And
“ pray,” faid Matilda, ¢ how far have
© you got in your numbers 2’ — ¢« Juft
“ turned of the eighth, young lady ; it
® would not do; I am a different per-
® fon fince the princefs came here ; and .
© they cannot fuppofe that I will demean
myfelf now.” — ¢« We do not want
€ toknow your fecrets; but tell us how

voL, 1. S “ you

*>e
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<« you felt when you was firft in. love,
¢¢ that we may know thc fymptomswhcn
“¢ jt .comes upon us.” ’

« Indeed,” returned Bridget, ¢ F felt

< enough of the fmart to remember 'it.
“® One minute, as hot as burning coals ;
¢ the next, as cold as clay. Atone time,
¢ your heart feels as big as a lion’sj at
¢ another, lefs than a pigeon’s ; and you
¢ are I-don’t-know-howith, and- very
¢« difagreeable company to other folks ;
¢ juft like my young lord here, pittering
¢¢ and pining, and juft ready to die away
¢ at the fmell of cowflips and violets;
¢ neglecting your vituals and “every
< thing elfe, till you are quite an ottamy,
¢¢ a perfe€t bag of bones, with no more
¢ colour than a difhclout,” — < And
“ who could be fo cruel as to reduce you
“to fuch a condition, Bridget?” =
¢« Why, lady, a carpenter’s fon, who
¢ lived
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& lived near my father’s in Effex,” —-
% And why did not you marry him ”’ «
¢« Why; my poor mother, who is now
¢t dead and gone, faid it would never be
*¢ a match, becaufe in the firft place he
5« Was my firftlove ; and in the fecond, I
“ ‘was in love with him, and he was in
“‘ Tlove with Peggy. Tubs ; and fo, {ure
& enough, it all went off.” — <« Well,”
-replied Matilda, “your mother muft
.*-have been a very clever perfon to
s¢judge fo nicely ; but you have had
.. good health fince you lived with us,
w+-and that muft have been twenty years,”
.%Oh yes,” faid Bridget, <* when the firft
% brunt is over, it never hurts you
wgfter ; but the firft is bad enough of
:%¢ a}] confcience-; mifery enough ; but I
% never knew any body that died of the
-4¢ diforder, though fongs and ftories fay
“fo much about it: - Ah, I never will
e bchcvc it k. I fcc it with my own
: 12 T sseyes
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< ¢yes; it hurts only the heart; and &
« does not fignify, for the fcar cannot
< be feen ; it is no eye-fore, and fo who
« js the wifer 2”

“ Very tt!ie,' ‘Bridget,” faid Mifs
Harrington; « fcars upon the heart can-
<.not be feen. hy the moft minute ob-
« ferver; if thcy could, fcars, 1 am
«¢ afraid, would- e often feen, and not
¢ proceed from lovc neither.”

o« But, thall "I go to my young lord,
¢ and inquire how he daes?”—
« Yes,” faid Mifs Harrington. — She
foon returned : ¢ As fure as I am alive,
« young ladies,” faid Bridget, ¢ I have
« found it out.”” = ¢ Found what out?”
demanded Matilda. ¢ Why, all the
«¢ Jove,” faid Bridget ; ¢ for after I had
¢ inquired how hc did, with your love

¢ and
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* and commendations, I faw: our lady
“and lady Lifle through the window
¢« walking in the garden. So, faid I to
% myfelf, that lady Lifle is a fweet,"
¢ handfome woman, faid I ; but I think
« Mifs, her eldeft daughter, will make
«two fuch as her for beauty. Obh, the
« was the fweeteft poppet that ever I
“ faw 1” :
NI - -
. % What faid Mr. Robert 2”~—¢¢ Pleafe
% your honour,” fays I, “lady Lifle’s
¢ waiting-gentlewoman .told me, that
« Mifs Mary Lifle, her ladyhip’s el-
« deft daugliter, is fo very extraordinary
¢ beautiful, that there is half a dozen
« different lords and knights begging at
« her feet for mercy every day.” == ¢ 1
“ am afraid fo, Bridget,” fays his ﬂfé‘qoigr
with ‘a- terrible deep. ﬁgh ; “but I
“am writing, Bridget ;” and then he
ook up a pen; “and cannot talk;
' rg T ko
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s tcll my fitters I am much obliged
¢ to them for their inquiries.”

Bridgct’s hiftary amufed the young
speople ; but they were not fo fure of the
fact as the waiting-gentlewoman. They
were determined, howcvcr, to watch
their brother.

.The Princefs feemed to be happy in
her fituation; and did every thing that
lady Harrington recommended to her.
The time was approaching for lady
Lifle’s return to London. = One even-
ing, after the Princefs had retired to reff,
lady Harringtoa and lady Lifle were
fitting together, happy in each other’s
compeny, and chatting over flories.of
the old court. T would give,” faid
my mother, *a.great deal, if I could
¢ hear of a friend, whoyou may remem-
“ bcr was brought up by my mother;

« for
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o for it ‘has been faid that ﬂ:c left Iady '
<< Coniers in a ftrange way, and folowed

< her fon, fir William Coniers;. to Ire~

e Jand; but I believe no fuch thing;

¢ I knew her well, and fatrered rnyfelf

¢c that fhe was the laft perfon in the

* world to do wrong. —My dear ma-

4 dam, did you ever hear any thing.
¢+ concerning her 2

"« Perhaps,” faid lady Lifle, ¢ I ought
- not to tell you: what I have heard, as
*# it is not to her advantage, and as you,
-¢¢ my dear lady Hatrington, ave fo much
¢ her friend,” == ¢ Yes, let me hear the
8¢ worft that can be faid ; for I am afraid
"8 Y fhall ftill retain my opinion:” — ¢ I
‘e ¢an give no information from my own
- «¢ knowledge,” faid lady Lifle ; ¢ what-
« ever 1 may fay proceeds entirely from
* reports, which, however, I have nbt
“ hcard contradl&ed ” a--“Alas!”

14 . -tur‘ncd
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wrned lady Harrington, ¢ fhe has no
¢ friend but myfelf; furely the mighe
¢ have found me ; but tell me, my dear
< madam, what the world have faid upon
« the fubjeé&t.” .

I never faw her,” faid lady Lifle ;

« but all agreed that fhe was a paragon
¢ of beauty. It was fufpected that fhe
« was the daughter of the old lord Effex,
“ but I never heard her mother named;
« that fir William Coniers was inclined
« to marry her, but that his mother was
¢ abfolutely againft it, and fent him to
<« Ireland to be out of her way; that
« fhe followed him, and lived as his
« miftrefs; and what became of her
¢« afterwards I never heard. Then
« another ftory is, that fhe left lady
«¢ Coniers in a clandeftine manner, met
¢ fome young man of fathion, whofe
« name [ never heard, lived with him,
“ and
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e mid dled in.an obfeure lodging in
¢ London:—Again, I heard that her
¢ conduét was fo very improper, tha:
¢¢ Mr. Devereux, her- relation, -h'ad
«¢ infifted upon her leaving England
¢¢ that fhe turned cathohc, and was in a
s conycnt in France; that Mr. Dcvc-
€ reux, upon condition that fhe fecluded
« herfelf, gave her a penfion ; but this
« was not true ; for I fpoke to him upon
* the fubje&, and he.did not even know
¢ her perfonally.”

¢ I may truft you, my friend,” faid
ledy Harrington, < by faying that I have
« a fortune of my Matilda’s in my hands,.
¢ which I will keep for her. When I
¢« am affured of her death, I will give it.
«into Mr. Devereux’s hands, as the
¢ neareft relation; and you will do me
« a fingular favour, my dear madam, if
“you will make inquiries concerning
3 A

Y
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« her on your return to town, and in-
« form me of your fuccefs; for I 4m
“ bt cafy in havmg the care of other
o peoplcs money; but I will not give
« it out of my hands till I amn affured of
4¢ her death, when Mr. Devereux, 1
« hope, will acknowledge that.I have
¢ been a faithful fteward.” =< Mr, De-
%’yereux,” replied lady Lifle, «is a very
¢ refpetable gentleman, though not
< yery rich; and I am fure would not
<« wifh you to do any fuch thing; for,
¢ in fact, he has very little right to it,
¢ and I belicve the law would not give
it him.”—*< If it did not,” faid lady
Harrington, ¢ he fhould have it.”

Lady Lifle took her departure at the
time fixed, and the princefs was left
entirely under the care of lady Harring-
ton. Her highnefs was fenfible, meek,
extremely well-difpofed, and for.twelve

months
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months every perfon in the Abbey
was happy, except lady Harrington.
The thoughts of Matilda Devereux gave
her continual pain; and the fatigue (he
went through was, to a perfon of her
age, who loved eafe and:retirement, ill
compenfated by the honour fhe received.
~Jt was not that fort of eafe which is
fo apt to degenerate into lazinefs, that
fhe liked ;.— but what is more properly. -
termed leifure, or a command of her
gime,—which fhe now had.not; yet the
was perfectly alive to every.thing around
Ber, and to the minuteft trifie which
sonceried the princefs or her fémﬂy.—ér
What allowed her attention to be fo-
particular was, that the never in the
fmalleft degree troubled herfelf about.
the’ private affairs of her neighbours ;.
fthe vifited them, but knew nething of
their concerns,. except they wanted her-
advice or effitance..— But, to confefs.
' 1:6. the:
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‘the truth, I verily believe it gave her
no pleafure to hear goffiping ftories,
not one fourth of which are ever true;
and as that was the cafe, it did not
require a cunning man to find out the
reafon of her not troubling herfelf about
them.

One very ftormy night in the be-
ginning of November, when the whole
family were buried in fleep, a founding
of horns and trampling of horfes were -
heard at the poftern-gate of the Abbey;
a Ioud knocking awakened the drowfy
porter, who received from an officer on
horfeback orders to deliver a letter to
lord Harrington immediately. My
Jord read it with agitation; he arofe,
went down, and defired the officer might
be admitted. When he entered, I
¢ think, fir,” faid lord Harrington, ¢ 1
‘¢ have the honour of feeing the carl of

“ Oxford’s
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e Oxford’s. fon, colonel Vere.” The
colonel bowed, and anfwered, ¢ You
¢ are, 1 fuppofe, fir, lord -Harrington,
<¢ mafter of Coombe Abbey; and-the
¢-princefs Elizabeth is here.”—¢¢ Cer-
<< tainly, fir,” faid his lordfhip; ¢ and
¢< this note, which I have had the ho-

“ nour of receiving from the Kking,

¢¢ merely fays, that he has fent you, as a

#¢ perfon in whom he places great cons

¢¢ fidence, with a troop of horfe; and for
« farthier particulars refers me to you.

« | am, as you fee, extremely agitated;

 but it proceeds from the anxiety I

« feel upon my royal mafter’s account.”
w—t¢ My meflage,” returned the colonel,
¢ will not be long, but will be un-

s pleafant: it is this: a plot has been

- « providentially difcovered, which- was
% to have blown up the parliament by

« means of gunpowder. The king and

¢« prince Charles were to have been

¢ murdered,
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* murdered, and the princefs Elizabeth
v fet upon the throne.”—¢¢ And who
¢ were concerned in this diabolical plot?*”
wt¢ Grey, Cobham, and Raleigh; but
¢ the inftrument in the hands -of thefe
“ men was one Guy Vaux or Faum-
¢ Such is the outline of the affair ; and
s« the king, my lord, fearing that the
« country might rife, at the inftigation
¢ of thofe people, and feize the princefey
% has fent me down: to protect her, and
“ to requeft that I may have groupd fec
“.out in your park for barracks for my
¢ horfe ;. as my orders are, to be asnear
% the princefs.as-poffible, to keep a ggod:
& guard, and do every thing that yop
* with me may think proper for the
& purpofe.” Lord Harrington aflented;.
in. the morning. the ground was marked:
out for she barracks, and workmen bes
g0 to creét ¢hem. - - -

Lady
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~“Lady Harrington and the family were-
il extrerfte ' ugitation ‘the whole day;
and- when: her ladyfhip informed -the'
princefs of the bufineft, the burft iatos
fe¥d of tears, and exclaimed, «“ What !
«will:they murder my father and brother
% o miake me a queen? You know,
€ lady Harrington, that I cannot.govern
“.myfelf,” — ¢ Your royal highnefs,”
séturncd lady Harrington, ¢ meed not
® fear being queen at prefent. .Your

" @ father -and brother are living; and
« the difcoveries which have been made
“.will, 1 hope, cﬁc&uaﬂy reftore tran-
" qmlhty. :

The accommodations for the horfe
were foon completed, and every thing
remained quiet for fome months, except
Bridget, who deelared that flie was
frightened out of her wits, and fhould

mever be bappy again; no, not if the
’ 12 lived
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ltved to be a hundred ;- for fhe was afraid™
when fhe went to bed, that the fhould
be murdered before morning. She
fereamed: violently at the fight of &
drawn fword ; and once, at the repors
of an arquebufe, really fainted away.:
She trotted about the houfe all day
long; forgot every thing; had bad-
dreams,—and vowed fhe thook like am
afpen-leaf when any of the peoplc fpoka
to her. -

One day, coming from church, they
faw a multitude of people affembled in
the park. Lord Harrington went up’
to them, and inquired the reafon of _
their coming in fuch crowds. They'
told him, that the king and prince were'
both dead, and they were come to fee
and with queen Elizabeth joy on hes
acceffion to the crown. Eord Harring-
ton affured thcm, that the king and

prince
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prince were both in good heakh; but -
he would requeft the princefs to let
them fee her, provided they conduted
themfelves properly. They promifed ;
and.lord Harrington went to prepare the
princefs, who fcemed extremely averfe
to fpeaking to them, and exclaimed in
an agony, ¢ Oh, my father, my brother!
. ‘¢ they -have murdered them, and will
“.force a bloody erown upon me.”
Lord Harrington affured her, that it was
only the country people, who, having
heard the rumour which had been cir-
culated, wanted to pay their duty to her;
he could with her royal highnefs would
fpeak to them; and hinting what he
thought would be proper upon the oc-
cafion, fhe at length confented. This
princefs was not a beautiful woman, but
extremely interefling.” She was. rather
tall, her face pale, with a melancholy
<aft of countenance ; and her age at that
time
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time about eighteen. Colonel Vere
drew out his horfe and pikemen, and
informed the people that they muft be
filent, for the princefs would condefcend
to fpeak to them. The princefs, lady
Harrington, and her daughters, attended
by Jord Harrington and his fons, came
to the place appointed. The princefs
was mounted on horiecback, that fhe
might be feen by the people, and lord
Harrington held her bridle.  The family
ftood around her, the people next,
and they were furrounded by the horfe:
The princefs began, and ftopped; then
recolle@ing and recovering herfelf, faid
ia a tremulous voice .

¢ ] am very forrv, my good people,
® that the report of the death of the king
® my father, and the prince my bro-
% ther, thould have reached vou. What
& yau hare been teid is not troe; and I

¢ perfuade
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% perfuade myfelf that I make-you happy.
<« by affuring you that they are both in
¢ perfet health. I feel myfelf much
«¢ flattered by youf attending upon me
<¢ in this manner, and will affure my
« father of the loyalty and good withes
s of hi§ faithful fubje@s in this part
& of England, which ¢annot fail of be
“ ing cxtrcmcly agreeable to him."”

thn the princels was filem, lord
Hntnngton and his fons faid, * Lang
¢ live the princefs Elizabeth!” which
wes echoed and re-echoed by the peo.
ple. Lord Harrington led her horfe
to the Abbey, and the crowd followed,
As foon as fhe entered, barrels of ale and
providans were diftributed among them
But the princefs could not be prevailed
uvpon to fthew herfelf at the windows.
‘The people enjoytd themfelves in eating
and
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md: drinking, ‘gave threé cheers;; sndf
ety L

2 5‘ Who wonld be a ﬁwcre:gn fid
the princefs fighing, * when the mift>
¢« guided muldtude will beligve, eyery
¢ thing they are told, and would -pu}t
¢« down kiagdoms, witheut thipkisg
« either of themfelves or others ? Surely
«¢ the hand of the law and the edge of the*

N fword ought to be fcvcrc upon theme™:

2
‘1.!,

.“¢ When your - royal fughncﬁ,” fe-
plied lady Harrington, * canfiders, that
¢ the people mean no barm, I am fure
¢ you will not wifh them to be opprefled.
¢¢ cither by the law or the fword ; they
- ¥¢ mean no mifchief, and are loyal.and
#¢ good in themfelves; but it is the am«
*¢ bitious and difcontented"who -endea~
« vour to work upon their feelings, and

«who inflame them by faying, that. if
: ¢ things
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. %things. were different they might live
“at their eafe. By this method they
~“draw-in the unthinking . multitude
“merely as tools for their diabolical
“porpofes. At prefent your royal
“highnefs is held up as a fecond Eliza-
“beths. they are £o/d, that they muf be
“happier under your government than
“under any other; and they hold up
“fome things that the late queen did in
“ her progrefles, which were nothing in

- % themfelves, but very popular with
“ the people; for as fhe made the ge-
.“nius of the Englith nation her parti«
¢ cular ftudy, fhe endeavoured to flatter
“ their feelings; and when I have heard
“her tell them that the Englith were
“the firft and brayeft nation in the
“ world, they have fhouted inceffantly;
“and fometimes, when her majefty
“would fpeak to a crowd of the loweft
“ prder, fthe would tell them that fhe
« was
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* was affured there was -not one among
% them but could conquer four Spa-
«¢ niards ; and at that moment the weak-
s¢ eft of them would have attempted it,.
¢ and perhaps, in their enthufiafm, would
< have beaten them.. But the: French
¢ and. Spaniards are allowed to be-e/mef
¢ as brave as ourfelves; I .camnot-fay
e quite fo, becaufe I am fo like the lower
¢¢ orders of my countrymen that I-will
“¢¢ not believe it pofiible.—I allow,’*.con-
tinued lady Harrington, ¢.that we area
< proud nation, from the duke to the
< beggar; for we have all an inherent:
% courage and confequence about u,
¢ that I think nothing can get the better
< of, It is in our air, our foil, our men,
“ our animals. Such, my princefs, are
* the Englith, which charaéter I hope
“ will never be changed fo long as the
¢ world endurés, either by falfe prin-
< ciples or falfe polith.” — The prin-

 cefs
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<efs-bowed affent to hcr govcmeﬁs’
polmes.

- Queen Rlizabeth’sfeat wasa favourite
‘with- the - princefs; fhe frequeatly fat
theve, and the young Harringtons would
poefeat her with the fineft flowers.—-One
-day fhe- faid, ¢ Lady Harrington, you
 lmve informed me of many things to
«.which I was a ftranger before. Do
“ not you think that the Englith are
s-paffionatcly fond of flowers? for at all
“-our court pageants we fhould make
s-but a poor figure without the gar-
*:lands, Their perfume is fo grateful,
“e-the eolours fo bright, and the forms
¢ fo beautiful ! then I have obferved in
s my rides about- London on holidays,
s that the people conftantly had .their
“hands and bofoms. filled with wild
* flowers, which they were, I fuppofe,
%.conveying home .to. decorate their
¢ houfes.
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« houffg,, ‘The. &;ne,,l ,hav;ob&rpd'
m the cpunt;y; for thcreuhar{ll;&

“ cottagc ‘garden, without ity rofen

@ < lavender,, mfm agd gdlyﬂawera’z :
.‘1 R ,....ﬂ o

., $¢ Your obfervmonn very oosmal,™

aephed.hdy Hasrington; “there isfomess
¢ thipg fo fifcinating in flowarishmthey.
¢ are cukivated and admired by alnand’
. # we muft, whatevet may be ogr: e~
- « tion in-life, be pleafed. with whes; is
¢ beautiful and patural. . A hasdfome.
« perfon is always admired, and fomew
-¢¢ times very much to the poffeflor’s dif-
<t advantage, becaufe: it makes them
¢ vain, We fee fome very beautifut
« wild flowers, when taken from waods
¢¢ and heaths and planted in our gardens,
¢ Janguifh and die, becaufe nature never
¢ intended them for the foil ; and though
« the gardener may make them grow by
- ¢ bringing the native earth with.them,
‘ €< yct



| MAID O HONOOR. 193

€ yet' they mever thrive fo well as on
« the brow of the mountain, orin the
« bofom -of the wood.. -We are, ma«
& dam, certainly defigitd by Provi-
€« dence - for reafohable creatures; and,
« jithough ‘a -handfome. exterior, aay
«.more' than rank, is mot of our-own
. peRowing, “yet the world’ will -pay
¢ homage to' thet. - The “handfome
s¢ gre flattered becaufe beauty gives plea-
¢¢ fure to thofe ‘who béhold it; bigt it is -
# of little ufe to the pofieflor. - Power
o gught to be obeyed, and will be when
s.the ~powerful exercife it properly.
& Ctimes.muft: be punithed,. and virtue
s¢ rewarded, which can only be done by
s¢ thofe to whom -power is delogated.
s Riches; when the poflefiors caa be per-
¢ finded to make a proper ufe of them,
w«.gre-of :infinite benafit to the poor and
&.ipduftrious; the rich, may, if they

i YOLe I . K ¢ their
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«their ‘neighbourhood.—Money, every
" . perfon feels, is neceflery ; but, ¥ think,
¢ for the happinels - of .o private in=
¢¢ dividual; an ¢ elegant fufficiepcy,”’ is a
¢ much more defirable blefling than 2
« profufion; for when we fee the rich fre<
¢« quently very miferable, we cannothelp
¢ faying with a figh, Riches can. nuphcr
¢ cure the head nor the heart a

® Thank Providence ! faid the.pﬁna
cefs, « 1 poffefs neither beauty, power,
< nor riches; if ever I fhould, ﬁdy
¢ Harrington, I hope not to forget what
¢¢ you have faid upon the occafion.”

Colonel Vere paid great attention to
Mifs Harrington, and lovked as if hé
‘hoped and feared; but the lady was
too honeft to coquet it with him, and
conduted herfelf with an elegant politc’-
nefs as ufual, One evening as fhe was

writing
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writing in her clofet, her brother came
in rather abruptly, and threw. himfelf
into a chair.  What is the matter,
< Robert 2" faid Mifs Harrington; ¢ are
¢ you fatigued i’ — ¢ No,” he re-
plied; «'I came to tell youa fecret;
&« but perhaps you are acquainted with
¢¢ jt,”—¢ Then it certainly is no fecret 3
¢ but come, out with this mighty affair,”, .

==¢¢ Why, I caught colonel Vere laft
“.night {trolling in the wobds by moon«
« light, and I do believe that he is in
# love with you,—with you, Elizabeth,”
wst¢ With- me? no fuch thing, I can
“ affure you; he has never faid a word
 ®aboutit; and, therefore, what reafon
¢ can I have. to think {o 2”—=¢ Words,”
geplied Robert, < are not always the
A< fureft indications of a love-fick fwain ;
-#4 2 man may be in love, yet unable to
## fpeak. — ¢« Now I have found you
-~ Oﬂt." rcphed Mifs Harrington; ¢ upon
. K2 “ my
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«'my word you are over head and ears}
« firft, you wander to the woods-and
« liften t6 the mghrmga]cs, ‘much more
& than colonel Vere; figh - réady to
«¢‘Break your teart ; nay, very frequently
L ta‘lk to yourfelf; and then you pay
é¢ fuch particular attention to lady Lifle;.
& that T really believe you' arc’enamoured
“ of‘hcr I with you joy, for the isa ﬁnc-
< lookmg woman, though an old one;
¢ and fhe will be no more thanan 6ld
«t woman twenty years hence.”—<*No,”
faid Robert; ¢« but I am in love with 2
¢ part of her.”—¢ Her eyes are remarks
¢¢ ably brilliant; I never in my life faw 2
« woman with fuch a pair of eyes at fifty-
¢ five.” — ¢¢ Nonfenfe !” he exclaimed.
¢« No, no; it is—it is her daughter that
¢« | am in love with; Mifs Lifle has my
¢ heart ; and if fhe will not give me hers
« in exchange, I know not how to get
« mine back again.”— Poor Robert !
' ¢¢ fhall
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“fall T inform my father or my mo-
“ ther ?”” — <« No, my dear Ehzabcth

“let me entreat you to kccp it {'ccret
“My father has once or twice men-
“tioned going to London in a few
“weeks ; and I therefore defer it till I
“accompany him thither, —Be fccrct,
“ dear Elizabeth, and adicu.” ‘

A review. of the horfe one day
brought all the gentry and every other
perfon in the neighbourhood. into the
park ; the princefs, of courfe, was the
principal figure upon this occafion ; and
the Harrington family attended her.
When the bufinefs was over, the prin-
cefs compliménted the colonel upon the
dexterity and good difcipline of his
regiment, and faid, ¢ Colonel Vere, I’
¢ obferved a man, who feemed higher
¢¢ than a common foldier, yet not fo
¢¢ high as a fubaltern, a remarkably well~,

K 3 ¢ Jooking
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* Jooking man, with blue ribbands tied
“upon his left arm.”—¢ That man,

“ madam,” replied the colonel, “isa
“ ferjeant, a very good- foldier, and of
¢« courfe a favourite of mine.” —¢¢ But_
« what means that ribband? Is it a
* badge of diftinttion from you?”—

¢¢ No, madam,” returned the coloncl

¢ that is a mark of favour from fomc
¢ fair damfel.” T he princefs fmiled.

At the hour of retirement the fifters
were talking of the review; and the
gallant ferjeant became the topic of
their converfation. “ He is in. love,
“ my lady,” faid Bridget. ¢ The fa-
“ vour was from Jenny Hawthorn, I’
*¢ fuppofe.” — ¢ No,” replied Bridget,
with her face like crimfon ;5 ¢ he looks
¢ higher.”—¢¢ You are the fair damfel,”
faid Mifs Harrington ; ¢ your counte-
“ nance betrays you.”—¢ If you think I

£6. am
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“am wrong, my dear ladxcs
% Not at all, Bridget,” réplied’ Matilda:;
“ and the ferjeant muft be”d remark-
¢ ably clever man fo foon to change
¢ your opinion, when you had. fuch
«¢ horrors concerning the foldiers, which
* you muft now bc fenfible were un~
Ll foundcd »

Whlle the troops were quartered in
the park John Harrington was in his
clement. He loved the parade of the
tented ficld; he delighted in the neigh-
ing fteed, and all the pomp-and circum~
. ftance of war; he was indefatigable in
the ‘duty of a foldier; but carelefs and
wunthinking in every other refpeét. KHe
-was wrapped up in military 'atchicve-
‘ments, and converfed and thought of
fcarcely any thing elfe ; he withed to
combat dangers, and would have ruthed
headlong into fire or water, with
as httlc concern. as he would have

K ¢ thrown
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them as much as poffible by his exam-
ple; but to facrifice their lives-and his
own by ill-timed rafhnefs was fhocking,
He ought to 'be cool and confideratg,
and underftand the ground he was upon,
aswell as that on all fides of him ; rath-
nels was always an advantage.to the
cnemy ; “ and, my fon,” he added with
afigh, « I now tell you, what I hope
“will not happen during my life or
“yours : but I fee with the greateft con-
“cern, that there is at prefent a fet of
“reftlefs fpirits in this happy ifland,
“ that want they know not what ; they
“feem to with for innovation, which is
" always extremely dangerous ; but when
“I am gone, my fon, be true to your
“king, and you will of courfe be true
“to your country and yourfelf, Re-
“ fpect ‘its civil jurifdiction, and under
“every circumftance obey it. I have
“feen and read the hiftory of many
: K§ ¢ countries,
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¢ countries, and have found, for the
¢ good of the fubjet, none equal to
¢ our own. Therefore, reverence its
«Jaws and obey them.” John bowed
and promifed to follow his advice. ‘

My lord walked out, ruminating upori
what he had faid to his fon, and met
_colonel Vere, whom he knew to be a
good foldier in every refpedt. He
opened his hedrt to him, and expreffed a
thoufand fears on account of his youngeft
fon. The colonel heard all with won-
derful patience ; and when my lord ftop-
ed, he faid, ** Idonot think your lordfhip
«¢ ought to be at all alarmed at the con-
s¢ duét of the cornet. He feems to me
s to be exattly the thing I could with a
¢« youth to be in his fituation. As to
« rathnefs, I dare fay that in hunting he
¢« would rufh through a pond rather than
« go round it ; but be affured, military

s difcipline
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¢ difcipline will keep him in order; he
s has a glorious fpirit, and will be an
¥ honour to his country. Let him feel
«-his fituation, I mean let him be a pro-
¢ per time learning to obey-as a fubal-
s tern 5 then let him remain as captain
¢ gwo years before you with him higher
¢ but thould he perform any fervice to
f¢ merit the applaufe of his country, or
¢ the rewards of his fovereign, in that
tcafe never with to keep him back.
¢ Recolle&, my lord, what you were at
« hisage.” — «“ I was much more in-
“ clined to the. cabinet,” replied my
lord;. «1 did not like that extreme
¢« buftle which muft inevitably attend a
« military life ; but the threatenings of
« the Spaniards made me a foldier. I
¢ was a captain under lord Hunfdon,
% who had the immediate guard of her
- % majefty’s perfon';and-from my fenfa-
¢ tions then, and even now that I feel
K6 “my
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s¢-my arms enervated by time, I would
¢« do my beft to ferve my fovereign and
¢t guard my own rights, which is the
¢ fame thing. But war, my good fir,
¢« always fills me with melancholy;
¢« for we arc on both fides deftroying
¢ the human fpecies; we are taking
¢ children from their aged parents;
¢¢ tearing hufbands from their families;
¢ and laying whole countries wafte, by
¢ a fcience which one would think was
s¢ invented by the devil himfelf.”

« Your lordfhip’s obfervations are '
¢ certainly true,” anfwered the colonel 3
““ but all the inhabitants of creation
¢ deftroy each other. Animals of the
¢« fame fpecies feem to have a rooted
« hatred ; you may fee it in the loweft
¢ order of beings. Yefterday I obferva-
¢¢ e¢d an unfortunate ftranger hen who had
$¢ got into your pouliry-yard; it was

‘ not
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€ not feeding-time, and yet the whole
¢ family werc-in an uproar; the hen
¢ defended herfelf well, -but swould moft
¢ certainly have been killed if one of the
¢ domeflics had not refcued her.” —w
¢« But, my dear colonel Vere, that was
¢« perfe&tly juftifiable; the hen was an
« intruder, and mine confidered her as
% caming to take poflefion of their dow
% mains, in which cafe they were cer~
¢ tainly -right. - It is the law of nature 3
« the rooks, the bees, &c. have a cer-
¢ tain knowledge, inftin¢t, or whatever
s«you pleafe to cail it, of property.
¢¢ What I diflike is, when nations war for
& a little barren territory, which cannot
¢ be of any poffible ufe to cither of
¢ them,”

« Yet war, my lord, taken in another
¢¢ light,” replied the colonel, ¢ is ufeful 5
« ittakes off the idle, the profligate, and
: ¢ the
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¢ the petry thief. Thofe may all make .
s 'good foldiers ; proper difcipline will .
¢« make men think who never thoughe
¢¢ before ; they may become good and
¢ ufeful members of fociety ; and as your
« lordthip knows that wars have been
¢ excrcifed between nations ever fince
« the beginning of time, I almoft think
¢« it a prefumption not to fuppofe it
¢ neceffary.” — ¢ It may be fo, fir,”
teplied my lord, ¢ for I cannot prove
¢ by any argument that it is not.” h

Mr. Butler, by attending the princefs,
became a great favourite ; but he was not
yet a bithop, to the utter aftonithment
of his wife and daughters.—They could .
not think the reafon of it; he that was
tagging from morning till night to and
fro, from the parfbnage to the Abbey,
and from the Abbey to the parfonage,
had not got one fingle thing; nothing

on
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on the earth but a fcarf and a thabby
penfion. 'What coyld be the reafon
they could not divirfe ; but to be fure it
was; one way or other, the moft unac-’
countable thing ‘that ever happcncd'_
to" have their father chaplain to her
royal highnefs, who moft likely would
one time or other be queen ; for thcy_ had
heard a hundred times, that prince
Charles had but a fickly conttitution ;
and the pcoplc were fo very fond of her
royal highnefs, becaufe her name was
Elizabeth, that they fhould not wondcr
if her royal highnefs was made queen.
even againft her royal hxghncfs s own

confent.,

) Howcvcr, thefe good gentlewomen

were not quite in the fecret; for the
princefs had defired lord Harrington to
hint to Mr. Butler, that if any prefer-
ment fhould fall, which was agrecable
' to
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to him, he fhould fay fo, as the withed
that fo good a man fhould be better
known in the world; and he fhould have
her good withes and recommendation
to the king. Lord Harrington acquaint-
ed Mr. Butler with this gracious meffage,
which he received with extreme grati-
tude, but faid that he was too old and
unambitious ; that he found himfelf over-
rated by her royal highnefs’s goodnefs;
that the honour of being her chaplain
at the Abbey was the utmoft of his
withes ; he was happy in the fituatior
wherein Providence had placed himj
and having always lived above want, and
below envy, he withed to die fo, though
at the fame time he was extremely fenfi<
ble of her goodnefs towards him. The
princefs was at firlt furprifed, but could
not help feeling the propriety of the an<
fwer; and to confer fome perfonal fa«
vour faid, ¢ I will go next Thurfday to

¢ the
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&« the parfonage, ¢at fome of Mr. But-
¢ ler’s fruit, and bring back a.nofe-
[ {1 gay.”

=" The report of this foon reached the
parfonage ; and the family, from the
moment of its arrival; till the important
‘Thurfday, were all in a buftle. Such
decking out of the windows and chimney
Ppieces, and pulling out cufhions worked
by their grandmother, which had not
feen the light for twenty years! Mrs.
Butler was refolved to array herfelf in
the ‘identical gown fhe was married in,
and to, put on a very handfome thumb-
ring. She dcclarcd the gown had never
been worn but twice ; its colour wasa
beautiful dark green, and it was made of
true Genoa velvet. The thumb-ring
formerly belonged to Mr. Butlep’s father,
a fober thriving citizen, and it fitted
wondcrfully wc]l, havmg undc:gom: a

"~ “winding
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winding within, which fervice was dex-
teroufly performed by her youngcﬁ
daughter.

At length the day arrived, and the
princefs, attended by the family, walkcd
to the parfonage. Mrs. Butler; .who
narrowly watched the approach of hcr
royal gueft from the garret window op-
pofite the road,. being determined .9
have the honour of opening the wnckct.
gate of the little court, which led to the
parfonagc, that Me. Butler might not
fnatch it from her, kept her cyes fix-
ed upon the road, being fure the prin~
cefs would come with all her attendants
on horfeback, as fhe fometimes went to
the nobility in the neighbourhood. As
the princefs, however, took a fhady walk
through the park, of courfe Mrs. Butler
did not fee her coming down the road;
but hearing a little buftle in the fore
coust, the faw with infinite regret Mr,

' Butler
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Butler with the gate in his hand, and the
princefs entering. She got into the
parlour when they had been in it about
two minutes, and the princefs was faying,
¢ What a pretty little place, Mr. Butler |
% ] do not wonder that you are fo fond
*¢ of it, it is fo neat and fo peaceful.”” ==
¢« May it pleafe your royal highnefs,”
he returned, ¢¢I have lived many years
®¢ here very-happily,”— Now fhew me
* your garden,” faid the princefs;
“ and tell me which is your favourite
e part of it.” He attended her to a
bower, compofed of cight elms planted
in a -circle, with honey-fuckles winding
‘round them, and {weet-briar growingas
a hedge within. In the middle ftood a
table, with one leg let into the earth, of
no very clegant fathion, and a circular
wooden bench within the fweet- briar.

¢ ] am not furprifed, Mr. Butler,”

fud the priuocfs, ¢ that this is your fa-
¢ yourite
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« vourite retreat,” [ fitting down at*the
. Jame time upon the bench,] ¢ for it is very
¢ delightful.” — ¢¢ I fpend my mornings
¢ here, madam,” he replied, < when the
“weather is fine, in reading, writing,
¢ and meditating, the only things 1 adi
* good for.” — ¢ That,”™ obferved the
princefs, < is faying a great deal -fof
< yourfelf; far the greater part of - the
¢ world cannot or will not do half {6
¢« much.  But did not you promiife tne
* fome frmt? Y fhould like to have: it
¢ liere.”—¢ Bring the fruit, my dears,”
faid Mr. Butler to his daughters ; ¢ and
¢ the flowers we colleted this morning.”
They withdrew, and brought them into
the bower.

« Dear me !’ faid Mrs. Butler to her
hufband in a whifper, while the princeft
‘was-eating the fruit and converfing with
lord and lady Harrington ; ¢ dear me !

' “ won’t
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“won’t the princefs have my worked
“cuthions to fit upon? Shall I fetch
“them. out af the parlour ?*’ == No,
“my deap, the princefs .prefers fitting
“here without them.” —“.0Oh,” faid
fhe in an. agony,. ¢ I am, quite alham-
“ed; this place is in fuch a pickle, and
« hardly fit forany Chriftian foul to come
“intg, .much lefs her royal . highnefs.

« What a thing it is for fuch a perfon to
“fitin fuch a place 1”” — ¢« The princefs
« prefers it, my dear,” returned Mr.
Bqdcr; "'« What does that fignify ?®
fiid his wife ; I am half mad about it,
“and Thall be quite fo in five minutes.
“What fhall I fay to my neighbours ?
“They will think, nay, they muft think
“ that my cufhions were difdained by her
“royal highnefs.” — ¢ Then tell them,
“ my dear, that the princefs was in rap-
“tures with this bower,” faid Mr.
Butler. ¢ I would not tell a lie to fave
“my life; Tam fure her royal highnefs -
(1} u

‘ B
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¢ js in no raptures atall; for fhe is as.
¢ flill as a moufe, and looks as carclefs
« as any thing.” ==<¢ The princefs is
® enjoying herfclf in her own way,”
faid Mr. Buder; ¢ therefore, my dear,
* ifyou ever with to" fce me a blfhopy
« do not fay another word,”

‘This filenced the good woman imme-
diately; but it did not prevent fomé
bitter refle@ions entering her imagina-
tion, as to the difgrace her embroidered
cuthions had met with, in having an old
wooden bench preferred to them,

The princefs commended the fruit
and admired the flowers, the latter of
which fhe put into her bofom; then
arofe, walked round once or twice, and
took her leave. Mrs. Butler had now
the honour of opening the wicket-gate

for her royal highnefs, and received a
gracious

5
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gracious fmile. The party walked back
wety well fatishied to the Abbey.

. Wcll,” fud Mrs. Butlcr, ¢ if any
# body had told me, thata princefs was
#¢-t0 come-into my houde in fuch a way,
«¢ I could not have believed it; I fhould
¢¢ have been fo angry, that I thould have
“ been ready to have torn them in
$¢ pieces. Why, fhe never went into
S¢.the  beft..room at all; faw nothing of
< my . nice brown .boards, that are con-
¢ ftantly . rubbcd till .they fhine like a
s« lopk.mg-glafs, and which for years and
¢¢ years I have taken fuch pains about.
& Nay, I don’t know [/peaking to ber
s daugbter:] that there has been a foil
“ .upon them thefe ten years. And as
#¢ g0 you, my dear, you will neverbe a
K bdhop, I am fure ;. for inftead of fay-
% ing that you were. contented, and all
.S that nonfcnfc, you lhould have faid,
BRI "~ s that
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& that you were quite miferable, thould
¢ have abufed.the houfe, and called iv
¢« the fhabbieft place in the world;
« which would have given her royal
¢« highnefs fome hints of the matter - 1
« warrant fhe would have i undepftaod
¢¢ you well enough ; but you will nevﬂ‘
!'bcablﬂlop,lfecthat.”

a ] do not intend it, my dear,” faid
Mr. Buder ; « I live happily, I have 2
«¢ good income while I do live, and whed

¢ | die can leave you and our daughters
“an eafy competence. Could you fe¢
« into the world, you would, Fam fure,
«be perfetly fatisfied.” — « No,”
faid fhe, I can never be fatisfied whea
« people don’t make the moft of their
"% good luck.  'Why, her royal highnefs
¢ coming here ‘was a chance in ten
« thoufand, and fec how you have lkt
= it nxp through your fingers,”—¢ My
: ¢ dear
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<< dear wife,” faid Mr. Butler, «confider
« how many years wg have lived hap.
sc pily together in this place ; ourlot has
&« been- extremely fortunate ; we have
¢ not been tofied ‘about the world as
< many others are; let us not wrangle,
¢ ¢cherefore; you know that peace ig
« what I prefer to every thing ; and you
« alfo know, that I would, to pleafe you,
% give up any thing but my happinefs.
« Reft affured, that I am not fit to bea
« bithop, nor you a bithop’s wife,. We
© are refpected in our prefent fituations,
«and do not let us entertain a wifh to
¢ become ridiculousin our old age.”

« Well, well,” faid Mrs. Butler,
rolling up her beft gloves, « I muft go
« aridatake off this gown, and bruth and
« fold it nicely. I will take care of my

« affairs, whatever other folks -may do
* with theirs.”

.VOL. I, L Lady



3

318. TREWITCH, AND THE

. Lady Lifle wrote to lady Harrington,
w fay, that the had made every- inqeiry
in her power concerning her friend, but
without cffe@ ; that fhe-had feen Mr.
Devereux, who returned his thanks - for
her care -of the property, but that he
could bear nothing of Matilda ‘Deve-
peux ; and, as that was the cafe, he

b:gged that the cftate and money might

remain in the hands of fo goodaitevm'd
uhcrhdyﬂup. :

Thc prmccfs, on her return to the
Abbey, exprefled fo much fatisfaction at

the vifit to Mr. Butler, that for fome-

time the continued the fubjed. ¢« How
¢ happy muft thofe good people be !”
faid - the princefs; ¢ how free from the
¢ ftorms of life! Every violent blaft
¢¢ which agitates the great, blows too

“h.h to affc@ them. Happy, happy
~ & in retirement and competence, they

« glide
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“glide fmoothly through the world,
“and in a good oldage will fink peace-
“ably into the grave; their memories
¢ Joved by their friends, and rcfpc&cd
% by their neighbours!”

-« Few men have lived better beloved
¢ than Mr. Butler,” faid lady Harring-
ton ; “ and no man has deferved it more.
« His meeknefs, cheerfulnefs, good
¢ fenfe, and above all his religion and
< charity, have marked himas a bleffing,
« confined indeed to a little fpot; but
¢ every individual within his reach has
¢ been benefited either by his precept
“or example. I affure your royal
< highnefs that I fpeak from my own
¢ feelings and knowledge ; his religion
¢ is fincere and cheerful ; his charity be-
« ftowed with the greateft poffible ad-
¢ 'vantage to the receiver; nay, I can
« give you, madam, other proofs of his

L2 ¢ charalter:
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¢« charaler: he was ever indulgent to
« the follies of youth and inexperierice,
« and can bear the tirefome prattle of
«¢ weak uninformed people without
¢ thewing any impatience. His tefn-’
« per is fo good, that he is never agitated
« by the little inevitable evils of life,
« but bears them with a fobriety and
« patience that charms me. To fum
«¢ up his charalter in the words of our
« great dramatic poet, ¢ Take him for
« all in all, wc ne’er fhall look upon hls
¢¢ like again.”

¢« I am concerned,” faid the princefs,

¢« that he will not move in a higher
¢« fphere for the benefit of mankind.
¢« His example might do much good ;
« yet, at the fame time, I muft acknow-
¢ ledge, that he has fhewn his judgment
¢t and good fenfe, in preferring cafe and
¢ retirement,
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<< retirement, at his.time of life,_ to the
sc buﬁlc of the world.”

: Thc next day, as the young ladies
were at their toilet, Mrs. Bridget feemed
exu'cmcly low in fpirits. ¢ What is
¢¢ the matter 2 faid Mifs Harrington.
<< Are you not well?  You feem not to
¢ be o cheerful as ufual.” = <« There
€¢ is cayfe enough for that, good young:
€ lady. Who could have thought fuch
“ changcs and chances could happen in
&¢ the world! then the deceitfulnefs of
<¢ fome folks! I am fure, what with
‘®¢ their fwearing, and what with their
¢ lying, onc would think that the O/d
¢ One himfelf had got faft hold on them.
«1am fure my heart aches when I
¢ think on’t.” — ¢« What is- all this
<¢ about, Bridget ? You talk as if you
« were mad.” — ¢ So I am almoft cra-
¢ 2y ; fit for nothing in this world
L3 ¢ but
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““gut to'be a coufin Betty, and wandeg
“about the country, all bctrappcrcd
¢ with fowers and willow-garlands.” —
& Speak out,” faid Mifs Harnngton,
Lo« 1s thc ferjeant e——"~-¢ The fcgcant
i ls a devil i carnation 1” faid Bndgct,
‘“ Laft—yes, laft Monday, he got fome-
“ thing great as to money ; it’ was,.I
‘et think, a quarter-of-a-mafier’s plac? hi
#¢very fine thing, .which brings in ) plenty
“ of moncy what could poffefs thcmm
¢ 1 can’t think ; but this blefled morping
" ¢ wag he married to Bet Hawthorn,.a
« tallow-faced minx, who is little better
“ than a couple of deal boards clapped
¢ together. Oh thatever I was born 1"
A flood of tears came very feafonably to
the waiting-gentlewoman’s relief, or the
complaint might have been as long as
ever was uttered by forfaken damfel ir
fomance;

¢« Tal
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¢« Take courage, Bridget,” faid Mifs
Harrington;  take courage, and do
« not expofe yourfelf in this manner.
“ You will be.the jeft of the whole
« family; you will furnith them with
«¢ laughter for the whole winter; I fhould ;
“ be glad to fee you carry it off with a
¢ high hand; that would fhow your
e fpmt, and give me pleafure.”—< It

s is very well, my dear young lady,”
rctumcd Bridger, ¢ for thofe to laugh
“e who win ; but a-fegs the lofer gene-
=t rally laughs on the wrong fide of the
:" mouth.” — « [ am furprifcd,” faid
Matilda, ¢¢ that this fellow did not take
*+ 3 fancy to Jenny Hawthorn, whoisa
« very pretty girl.”’—¢ No, no, young
¢ lady, fhe would not fo much as loak
« at him; that farthing-candle Bet has
s¢ got forty good marks left her by her
‘¢ grandmother; and that was the bait
‘¢ which caught this gudgeon. Joy go

L4 @ with
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o with them, L.y I; I warrant fhe witl
* cug z preey fisure on the wp of a
~ baggage waggon in a frofty morning,
o with her nofe nipped with the cold,
s« glI iz is the colour of the long purple
= flower dia grows in the mecadow;
"o znd fhould they be fent beyond fea to
* fight the blacks, there would be a
“ siumphant day for poor Bridget!”

* Do not be 0o ill-natured, Bridget,”
faid Miifs Harrington. * Come, I am
« going to look over my wardrobe ;
s perhaps 1 may find fomething that I
¢ do not want.”—** God blefs you, my
¢ dear good lady ! and if I don’t pluck
“ up a fpirit, and wear that nice gown
& with an air that fhall tell them I defy
¢ them all! and then, let them fhigger
* and fneer juft as much as they like,
¢ Bridget will carry it off in defiance,
“or die for it.,”—< Here is a gown,”
S » faid
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faid Mifs Harrington, ¢ which you fhall
¢ have.”—¢¢ 1t will become you of alt
¢ things,” faid Matilda, ¢ and will fuit
¢ your complexion exaitly.” —<« Naw,”
faid Bridget, “Iama match for them ;
“ and no more moving ftories (hall he
¢ tell me; how a great lady died for
¢¢ love of him, and fo broke her heart,
¢¢ poor foul! becaufe her relations were
s cruel, and fuch like. Thefe things
¢ bas he faid many and many a time ip
¢¢ the buttery ; but he thall never do it
s¢ again, I can affure him :”—and away

she trotted with her gown uader hes
ﬂm.

~ 'The princefs grew extremely attached
%o the Harringtons, and her days had
_paffed quictly and pleafantly -at the Ab-
bey.—One morning a courier arrived
with krtters from the kiog to her royal
bighnefs and lord Harrington, defiring
L§ the
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xhe princefs to come to town, and lord
Harrington with his family to “attend
her. His lordfhip’s letter gave him to
underftand, that the Prince Palatine was
arrived from the continent, and withed to
marry the princefs; to which the king
had no obje&ion, but would not have it
mentioned to her till they had feen each
“other. The princefs regretted leaving
the Abbey, but was prepared to meet
the king with cheerfulnefs. The yobﬁé
" Harringtons were in raptures; they
- thought and ‘converfed of nothing elfe.
Elizabeth and Matilda wanted to fee the
world, particularly “the court, though
lady Harrington had frequently told
them, that it was not what it hadvbeen
in the glorious reign of her royal mif
trefs; that every thing was flar and un.
interefling, compared to the magnificent
court of Elizabeth. It was fufficient
* that they had not feen it; and they,
o like
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dike moft young. people, “had a great
deal of euriofity, which mere defcription
6an never gratify.

" Robert was as happy as lovers were
permitted to- be in thofe days, encom-
paffed by hopes and fcars, and ready to
ly down his life at the feet of his
divinity. John, in colonel Vere’s regi-
_mcnt; was to have the honour of being
one of her royal highnels’s efcort to
London, and was thinking of the plea~ &
fure he fhould feel on entering town,
having, while with his fgsher, envied a
troop of horfe that he #qncing along
the ftreets, when he heaf¥the admiration
of the multitude upon the occafion. Oh,
thought he, had I but a troop, how well
my men and horfes thouid be difciplined,
how fmart their regimentals and ac-
coutrements fhould be, and what plea- -
fure I fhould enjoy in having them the
firft in the kingdom ! : '
s L6 Every .
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Every one flatters himfelf with the
atrainment of what he wifhes, and hope
was certainly implanted in the human
heart to fuftain us through all the trying
viciflitudes of life.— John Harrington
certainly looked forward to a truncheon;
he did right, and I could with all my -
warlike countrymen would do the fame,
An admiral’s flag or a truncheon are fine
things. My mercantile friends look to
an alderman’s gown, a full purfe, anda
fnug villa; my country neighbours, to
being refpectable magiftrates, experi-
mental farmers, and the guardians of the
poor; and you, my honeft friends,
who plow the field, or work at the -
Joom, to a nice litde foug farm or
fhop: be therefore induftrious’ and

fober.

But to you whom birth and fortune
have placed in a higher ftation in this

happy
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happy ifland, it is to you that we look
up to fupport the laws of our country,
to cherith its conftitution, to prelerve
its interefts and its liberties, and to hand
them down pure and unfullied to your
fons ;. to fofter genius, in whatever form
itappears, and to ftudy, prote&, and
_ encourage the liberal arts,

" The cavalcade travelled flowly towards
London, and in a few days reached it.
‘The princefs was eager to embrace the
Kking and prince Charles. They thought
her much improved, and the prince faid
& great many agrceable things to lady
Harrington upon the occafion. Lady
Harrington had done her duty in every
refpc€, and therefore the compliments

paid by the prince were grateful. The . -

_pains the had taken were amply repaid,
and fhe felt herfclf relieved from a
great care on_ that account, She in-

quired
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‘quired. for her friend Matilda, but couM

.hear nothing; this thed a damp upon
her feclings, for fhe foreboded that her

friend was no more ; fhe was fearful of
it, and perfuaded herfelf it was fo.—She
_withed to fee Mr. Devereux; but the
-real fa& was, fhe wanted the fncnd o£
her early life with her.

The days of youth are fo pure.and
:fimple, when paffed in the country, that
refleétion upon them can never fail go,
give pleafure. The walk in Spring,
when Nature begins to give promifeof
blofloms, the fpringing corn and grafs,
the finging of the larks above our heads,
the ﬁmplc twittering of the hedge-fpar-
row in the buthes, and the fluttering of
the butterflies in the green lanes, muﬁ
give to an unfophifticated mind thofe
‘kinds of emotions and fenfations whichma
arc much eaficr felt than defcribed.

B
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‘But our family had nothing to do with
thefe pleafures at prefent. The cle&or
was prefented to the princefa; the con-
fequence was, that the princefs liked
the ele@or, and the ele&or fell point-
blank in love with the princefs. No-
thing' farther was to be done but to marry
them in the moft magnificent manner
poflible; and the wedding was to be
grated with all thofe fhows which were
- the tafte of the times; joufts and tourna-
tients were to be held with great pomp
in'the’morning, and the evening was to
conclude with mafques and dancing,

The lifts were fet, and all the ladies
of .any fathion affembled, when the
knights with their beavers down ap-
peared ac the barrier. The trumpets
founded, and prince Charles and the
clector came forward ;” the prince upon
a gallant black “horfe, and the eleétor
R . .upon
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wpon. & secam-caloured sousfer,, with
whiso :mane and tail. .. Tbe, motio of
the, prince, was, . Lwi for videry, ang
that of the cloctqr, Ly and ponaur fups
port me. . They contended fume, timey
‘ot Jength the prince’s horfe made a-falfe
flep, and the noble rider was thrown @
the ground; the cleéor was. declargd
wictor, and received from the fair hapg -
of the princefs, with a fuitable. conyplis
gucnt, a beautiful embroidered fcarf gf
her own working. ‘Other gallant knightp
fignalized themfelves by their prowefs
and dexterity, and the mafque and bal}
concluded the evening.

The next day Robert Harrington
" entered the lifts, with Love, afif thy
wotary ; and was oppofed by fir Henry.
Wingficld, with I profefs not tijl I conw
guer: the latier was victorious, and
seccived from the princefs a fan of

5 feathers
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feathers to prefent to the miftrefs of -his
heart. He knelt gracefully, and gave
it to Matilda Harrington. Colonel
Vere then approached, with Soldier, con-
tend for the faireft; and was met by Sir
Charles-Glenham, with Beauty challenges
#be field: the prize was won by .the
former, who received a diamond heart
fet round with- rubies, which he pre-
feated to Mifs Harrington.—Then rode
in two knights without mottos, whe
fuftained a long conteft; at length vice
gory declared in favour of the knight
upon the white fteed, who proved to
be Robert Harrington, and the unfor-
tunate opponent was Sir Charles Glen-
ham. Robert haftened to prefent hig
prize, which was a weeping cupid, to
Mifs Lifle; but, fomehow or other,
both the giver and recciver hcfitated fo
much in their fpeeches, that thofe about
them could never find out their mean- .

1g»
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ing. At laft John Harrington appeared,
with Forward in obtaining glory;
was oppofed by a young foldier, fir
Robert Rich, with Congueft or deaths
and after a long conteft, in which the
combatants received great applaufe fof
their fcientific knowledge of the profefr
fion, John Harrington unhorfed his an-
tagonift, and received from the princef8
a golden cupid, fhooting his arrows
blindfold. — He ftood like a ftatue, fot
fome time, not knowing what to do
with the prize; at laft he prefented it
it to an old general’s wife who happened
to be near him. This faved him trou-
ble, and he really was at that time un-
prepared to fele¢t one who was young
and beautiful, and was well pleafed when
the old lady promptly faid, ¢ As glory
¢ is your miftrefs, fir knight, Iaocq)t
«¢ this as your friend.”

For
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or fome weeks the young Harring-
were as happy as poflible; but the
:refs was going to leave the king-
> and lord and lady Harrington
ed. themfelves at Coombe Abbey.
ert had reccived fome favourable
tes from Mifs Lifle; and colonel
» did -every thing to obtain the like
- Mifs Harrington. Sir Henry
gfield was dying for love of Ma-
; lady Naunton, the old general’s

patronized John, telling him, that
;ompliment he paid her was what
id not expe&, as it -had not hap-
1 for thirty years; and the general
fo well pleafed with his gallantry
motto, that he withed to do every "

in his power to put him in a way
taining glory; for which purpofe
efented him with a commiffion of -
n of horfe which the king had
dleafed to beftow upon him. Joha

‘ Harrington,
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Harrington, who had ‘been laughed.at,
and received vollies of wit from his
companions, thought himfelf extremely
well off; he obtained the honour of ~
kifling the lady’s hand, and was allowed
the privilege of terming her his mother, -

At length the day arrived for return- -
ing to the Abbey; and eur family de. -
parted with various emotions and vari-==
ous refle@ions; for it is certain, when
people are in a crowd they may a&, buc
it is feldom that they give much way s
refleCtion; in riding from Londop te
Coventry, however, they had fufficient
leifure for the latter. 'When lady Has
rington drew near the Abbey fhe ze.
joiced extremely; now fhe hoped t
find repofe and bappinefs for the reft of
her days. ¢« Oh,” fhe faid, - that my
& dear Matilda could but appear, t9
¢ witnefs the heart-fele joy I feel! my

¢ cldeft
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“ eldeft fon and my daughters are likely
¢ %o be fettled agreeably to their inclina-
- Zions, and my youngeft fon to be pro-
* smoted in the profeflion of his choice.
“® . Every thing that regards my family
‘“ wears a promifing afpe@; and we
ought furely to be thankful to Divine
“®. Providence for thus thowering down
¢ jts bleflings upon us!”—In this frame
©f mind fhe entered the Abbey.

<t

..Lord: Harrington had fufficient inte=
ret to get his fon’s troop quartered at
Coventry, as it was the greateft pleafure
of his life to have his family about him 3
and captain John Harrington arrived
with his foldiers a few days after the fa-
mily reached the Abbey.

.My lord was happy'in once more being
able to attend his favourite avocations, -
and began to meke inquiry into the ftate”

i of
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of affairs, by fending for his fteward.
¢ Well, Jarvis, how goes the farm, and
¢ the ftock ?”” = ¢ As well as can be,
¢ an pleafe your honour,” faid the.old
man;  only forely troubled with ver-
* min.”” — ¢ Then the gameckeepers do
“ not do their duty,” faid my lord
¢ Yes, your honour, indeed they do,
¢ when they durft ; but they are mortsl
¢ fearful of going out o’nights to fet
“ their gins now.” — ¢ What are they
“afraid of, Jarvis?”’ — « Why, of
« witches, your honour, the worft fort of
“ vermin in the nation.” — ¢ Witches "
+faid my lord, « where do they come
“ from, and what harm can they do
¢ me ?”” Jarvis thook his head. ¢ They
« come (as I have been told, my lord,
“ by thofe that know) from Lapland;
“ they ride upon broomfticks till they
“ get into Scotland, juft as well in the

“ clouds, as your honous on your beft
- "« horfe
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¢ horfe to Coventry, and in as little time.
® Now I heard that there was a procla-
¢ mation in Scotland dire@ing them all
* to” be made away with; for- not a
* horfe, a cow, nor any living creature,
* could be -found forthem: and fo,
* many, aye, and many of the worft
¢ fort, are fled into England,” — ¢ This
¥is-a ftrange ftory, Jarvis,” faid my
ord; “and I am in hopes not true.
¢ I have heard of proclamations againft
¢ wictches ; but indeed I look tpon them
* to be only poor fuperannuated women,
¢-without friends, or the means of fup-
« porting themfelves ; which gives their
“ neighbours caufe to fuppofe that they
“are familiar with the devil or his
s¢ agents, ButI do not think it poffible.”
wet¢ It is indeed, your honour; and I
“ never {ce an ugly old woman fitting at
#¢ her door in the fun, bent double, her
“‘nofc and chin like a pair of nut-

. ¢ crackers,



cex

s

m THE WITCH, AND 28E

'«mkm,mdambyhunde.bud'
“mdqufmmcuawmb.” L

o« Well, well,” hid my lord, .rather
. peevithly, <« what mifchief have they
« dogie me "~ Done !” faid the;old
fnap, *“more harm than tbey’vnllc#er
4 do good. Firft, your lidnour, they
% have killed the fine old flea-bifen
"'n_urc, limed two of the beft golts,
é given Topper the ycllows, thrown
€ 1 ofty into the ftaggers, broke Pop-
« pet’s knees as he came from Coventty,
¢¢ whither I rode him myfelf, and miade
«¢ Black Befs flip hier foal ; three of the
¢ Cows are dead-lame of the maltlong ;
¢ they have turned three of the yearlings
¢¢ dizzy, killed twelve hens of the roup,
< fucked the blood of feven turkeys,
 hunted tlie ducks about, fo that five
¢ have forfaken theéir nefts, ngcn twen-

e tty theep the rot, and the pigeons have
¢ flown
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< “Hown about like mad; and there was
* nothing but a poor filly owl in the
e houfe,” — ¢ That was furely enough
¢¢ to frighten them,” faid my lord ; ¢ but

¢ who s fufpected of all thefe things ?”'em
o chcral * faid Jarvns ; ¢ there are too
« many of them, your honour.”

¢ But are there any pointed out as bcin
¢ very bad ?”” — ¢ Why, my lord, fome
% fay the old waman upon the common
« is the worft ; and others fay fhe that
. % Jives in the White Cottage ; butIdonot
« think there is a pin to chufe.” — @ |
¢ fhall inquire about them,” replied my
ford ; « but at the fame time muft confefs,
¢ that all you have told me may have
s proceeded from natural caufes.” =
« To be fure, your honour,” faid Jarvis,
« nothing in the world is fo natural as
« for an ugly old woman, when fhe can
« do no good at all, to turn witch; for
* when they are fo hclplcfs and fo old
. VOL. I. M . “as
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4¢ a3 pot to be able to work out of the
¢ houfe, or fpin in it, why then taking
¢ up witchcraft is a very good trade.” ==
¢« But what can they make of ik 2” fzid
my lord. < Oh, your honour, why te
« be fure the more mifchief they do, the
¢¢ better. Now, it was but this very
¢« day fortnight, that Goody Wright’s
s¢ eldeft girl was bewitched with fits,
¢ and Goody being a cunning one, what
¢¢ did fhe do, but go to the witch ir the
¢¢ White Cottage, and offered hermoney-
#¢ to cure her. This witch isa fort ofa
s¢ dottor, my lord ; but fhe would not take
¢ a farthing, nothing but a lictle bafket
¢« of apples, and told Goody -Wright
¢ ghat if fhe came in half an hour fhe
¢ would have fomething ready for the
# poor girl; to work the went, and, {
¢ warrant, a power of charms were
¢ muttered over the mefs, for the gil
¢ foon got well and has not been ill
15 t fince.”
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9 fince.” — « Well, Jarvis,” faid my
Jord, « if they have the power of do-
s<ing. good, they may certainly be of
$¢infimte ufe €0 mankind.” «= ¢ Yes,
s¢ yes;”” replied the old man, ¢ but that
* magpot {eldom bites; for evil they
w¢ are, and therefore evil betide them
¢cgnd if 1 was your honour, I
<« would "¢ We will fay no
‘% more of them at prefent,” faid my
Jord ; ¢ how does the corn look &’ —
% Oh, purcly, my lord ; as fine crops as
¢ eye can fee ar heart can with ; and the
% young trees planted laft year thrive
s mainly ;. for I have been careful to
-#¢. keep them from the cattle,” ¢ That
#¢is well, Jarvis; order my horfe, that
# L may go ard look at them.”

Lady Harrington with her daughters
went into the garden, and inquired after
her treafures ; her carnations, tulips,

- M3 © and
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and auriculas. The gardenet looked
melancholy. ¢¢ My lady,” faid he, I
¢ have the worft news in the world to
#¢ tell you; every thing here is bewitch-
«¢ ed; hardly any bufinefs I have' under2
«¢ taken has gone right ; and indeed, my
¢ lady, I have worked hard, and thought
« of nothing but my bufinefs night and
¢ day ; but it does not fignify, I might
«as well lean upon my fpade from
« morning till night; for, as fure as T
« live, we are all bewitched.” — < Be-
« witched !I” faid Mifs Harrington;
* by whom 2”—¢ Some fay, young lady,
« by the witch in the White ‘Cottage,
« and others, by the old hag upon the

¢ common ; but I know a little of het

¢ in the White Cottage.” — ¢ And what
« do you know of her ?” faid Matilda.

s« Why, a few years ago I cut my leg
« fadly with a fcythe, and went to the

¢ Coventry doctors with it ; but they
“ did
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¢¢ did me _no good; and coming home
“¢ by the White Cottage as the neareft

¢ way, for I was very lame, the old wo-

 man was fitting at her door, and afked

““ me what made me fo lame. So I

¢ told her; and fhe faid fhe could cure

- 4 e, if I would be ruled by her ; which
I was glad to be, as the do&ors had

¢ made me worfe and worfe. So fhe

¢¢ got fome herbs, mathed them,-and

¢ defired me to wath my leg well with

f.the juice made hot; fhe then put on

% fome of the green herbs, bandaged up

“ my leg tight, and told me not to ftir,

% but to keep it laid up for a fortnight ;
“ but before that time was out, I got

f“ well., Therefore I think, my lady, a

-$¢ perfon who could do fo good an action
¢ can’t be a witch ; it muft be the old

¢ woman who lives upon the common;

*¢ but I have almoft every thing ruined ;
¢ auricula and carnation pots tumbled

M3 “ over
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¢ over and broke, and the plants torn
“in pieces; tulips and hyacinths
 turned out of the mould, the glaffes
¢ broke every night in the frames; and
%¢ fuch neifes I hear at midnight as make
“ my courage quail.” — ¢« Whydid you
¢ not get up to fee what it was ?” faid
lady Harrington. ¢ Surely you might
* have the courage to look at them.” —=
«« Oh, yes, my lady, 1 have feen themn
 many and many a time ; they appear
¢ in the fhape of monftrous cats, with
¢ eyes goggling all ways. I have counted
¢ twenty of them together, when they
¢ have been at their frolicks.” — « And
“ why did you not hunt them away,”
faid Matilda, < or fet traps to- catch
¢« them ?’ — ¢ Oh, young lady, I ani
¢« not afraid of a lion, and if they were
¢ real cats I fhould not mind a thoufand
¢ of them ; but they are devils’ imps in

« that fhape ; andif I was to affront one
<« of
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¢t of them, and it was to turn itfelf into
¢ fome hideous monfter, it might be-
¢. reave me of my wits.” — ¢ But have
““you any other reafons,” faid lady
Harrington, ¢ for thinking the woman
4cin the White Cottage a witch !’ —=
& Why, my lady, after fhe had cured my
% leg, 1 took notice that the vine which
"#¢ ran all the way up the gable-end of
“-her houfe wanted cutting; I told ‘her
-#5.fo, and cut it for her, for which the
.$5.was very thankful; and there is not
-% g finer vine in the country, nor one
"% which bears better fruit—as fine a
: ¢ black clufter as ever was feen; the
#¢ fides of the houfe are covered with
# rofes and honey-fuckles, and I have.
«¢ trimmed them for her ever fince. She’
¢ is a well fpoken woman, and offered.
:%¢.me money for what I did; but I was
% aware of her chara&ter, and would.
+ ¢ have none of it. Befides, the would
' M4 ¢ not:
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% not be paid:for curing my " leg ;-But
“1 don’t know, my ladies; for I faw’
<« pothing amifs abeut her, excepthérbe-
“ ing very ugly, and having three imps
‘¢ in her houfe, which I faw bafking one
¢ day at the bottom of her garden. I
¢ went geritly to take a peep at“thém
¢ through the bufhes; but they were as
" < cunning as I, for they fhot off, and
« flew like arrows in at a chamber win-
. .%dew;. fo quick, that if my eyes did
¢ not deceive me, they never touched
-¢¢ the honey-fuckle againft the houfe, "=
¢ And what were thefe creatures like
faid Matilda in furprife. ¢ Two of
¢ them, young lady, like black cats,
¢¢ and the other like a tabby; and one
¢ night, when the moon fhone very
¢ clear, I faw them upon the top of her
¢ houfe, making a moft hideous noife ;
“ fo I gave a good fhout, and they dart-
“ed in at the window again. But as
¢ this
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*this. perfon has been a good friend to
““me, my lady, I fhould not like to fee
“her. fuffer; and thefe fimiliars may
“belong to the old hag upon the:
“common.”

« Well, gardener,” faid lady Har~
nington, ¢ take what care you can, and’
“Ihope we fhall find out the perfon.
“ who has.done us fo much damage.”

‘In- the' evening my lord related the:
fleward’s ftory ; in which he faw nothing
like- witchcraft. The flea-bitten mare
died, -he: faid, certainly from age; Pop-
‘pet’s knees might be broke from Jarvis's
head being overcharged with ale; the
colts, .cows, and yearlings, were recover-
ed; and he thought that care, and a good:
farrier, would have been of more ufe-
than his people were willing to allow ;.
that their having an idea of witchcraft

Mg : v had:
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" ‘had prevented them from applying what
was ufual in fuch cafes, and therefore
the animals were longer before. they
recovered. As to the mare flipping her
foal, he imputed it to the wetnefs of the
feafon; and the fow eating her pigs,
to their being dead, and the animal’s
having no other means of getting rid of
them. Hens were fubjeét to the roups;.
and the turkeys were killed, and the
ducks probably frightened by the foxes;.
the pigeons being alarmed by the owl,.
who was certainly an enemy, was natue~
ral enough ; and therefore, to develope-
thefe things, he ‘invited them to go in
the morning and pay a vifit to one of the
witches. Lady Harrington and her
daughters agreed, the young men bcmg
at that time upon a vifit.

The morning was fine, and they
thought of going to the White Cottage
' firft,
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firfl, - « Why, from the accouats,”’ faid-
amy.lord, ¢ that is the beft of the two;.
& let -us go to the common. | like to- -
¢ epcounter the worft firt. But do you,.
o Rlizabeth and Matilda, behave ex-
s¢. gremely well, or the old woman- may -
s¢:play. you fome trick.” =< I- fhould
s like,” faid Mifs Harrington, ¢ to go "
¢ o the White Cottage firft, becaufe, if ¥:
« recolle@, it looks neat;.the other-
¢ feemed to be a mere hovel, not fit for -
¢¢ a human being.” — ¢ Don’t be afraid; .
¢¢ Elizabeth, I'will guard you,” faid-my
Jord, *“and I want to fee the young:
s¢ plantation of oaks clofe. to the old .
__-%¢ wood which I-made laft year. The-
¢ old woman may have. bewitched them «
s¢-for aught I know; for that reafon let-
¢¢-ys proceed to the common.”

They meta girl abouta quarter-of 3 -
‘mile from the plantation, and atked her
. e oMb ifx
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if there was not a witch lived ' there-
abouts. She faid, ¢ Yes.” — ¢ Did you
¢ ever hear of any mifchief the did to
¢¢ her neighbours 2”” faid Matilda. <« Oh
¢ yes ! I have heard of a great deal.”” —
% ‘Then tell us what you know.” After
fome recolle@ion, fhe faid, ¢ that her
¢ mother’s cow laft fummer ftrayed away
¢ for three days, could not be found any .
¢ where, and then came baek all on a
¢ fudden ; and it muft be the witch that
¢ did it.” == ¢ You will, perhaps, thew
¢ us the way,” faid lady Harrington.
¢ There is not much path,” faid the
girl; ¢ for the folks do not like to go fo
¢ near a witch; but that is the houfe,
“and pleafe your honours,” pointing
with her finger, and then fitting down
upon a bank, as if fhe withed to make
obfervations upon what was paffing. As
they came near the houfe it feemed the
abode of wretchednefs; they knocked

at
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- at the door, but no one anfwered ; they
.. then lifted up the latch, went in, and faw
a very old woman afleep in a chair; her
cloaths in a very tattered condition ; and
a bundle of rotten flicks, tied together
with a rope, laid upon the clay-ﬁoor.
The windows were broken in many
places, and ftuffed with rags; the bed
(if it might be fo called) was a miferable
affemblage of pieces of old facks, on.
which a cat was laid, who did not feem
pleafed at the vifitors, but fuddenly
bounced out at the door. The noife
the animal-made alarmed Mifs Harring-
ton, who gave a kind of fcream, which
_awakened the old woman. She rubbed
her eyes, and ftared at them before fhe
fpoke, as if fhe could not believe what
fhe faw. At laft, looking round, fhe
faid, ¢ Where am I ? where can I be
“e—¢¢ At home, good woman,” faid lady
Harrmgton 5 “ we were walking paft,
“ and



&.gnd the lofs of my children; I. have
¢ loft fix, one way or-other, in lefs thans
& ten yeats.” — ¢ Thofe muit be great:
@ Joffes indeed,” faid lady Harrington..
¢ Yes,” fhe faid, * Lloft then the onlyy
& ftay and prop of my life, and all the:

% joy too. I am grown unable to work 3.,
« che parith altow me fome little matter ;.
¢ but the folks of the village will not.
) ‘ ¢ kt
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- %let me live among them ; I believe,.
®indeed, my croflfes might make me
*%{fay and do ftrange things, for I was.

- “linle better than crazy for fome time.
“ Now sobody comes near me. I hadr
“ Tacen gathering fome fticks out of his
“ honour lord Harrington’s wood,
“ zand tired myfelf ; fo that I believe I
“ fFellafleep ; and yet I muft go out again
“ “For my dinner, or have none; but F
“ =am o weary that I with I could fleep.

" ffor ever.” =« And what were you.to-

% Thave for dinner ”” faid Matilda. ¢« A.

‘“ few hop-tops, or foal’s-foot, young.

*® ludy,” —« And is that all?’—
“* Yes,” the faid,. ¢ with a bit of bread.
*€ I was looked upon once, and had
*¢ friends; but now I am an outcaft;
* for every body who loved me has.
¢ been dead a great while, and'a new
“ fee that know nothing of me are come
“in their places,” — ¢ You fhall have

o s things
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¢ things a little more comfortable about
« you,” faid lady Harrington. ¢ Ah,
¢« my good lady,” faid the old woman,
¢ nothing vexes me fo much as not to
« be able to do for myfelf. Iam oblig-
« ed, as you fee, to live in dirt; my
¢ heart is good, but I cannot make
¢¢ thefe old bones move.”

«Well,” faid my lord as they walked
eut, ““arc any of you bewitched 2’ —
<€ If we are,” faid lady Harrington, ¢ it
« muft be with a fit of compaffion, for
« I feel it extremely ftrong upon me,”’—
¢« Indeed, madan,” faid Matilda, - < ie
¢ affe€ts us in the fame way; and I
¢ hope you will, my lord, do fomething
« for this poor helplefs creature.” —
“ 1 will fend to CoVentry.in the after-
“ncon,” faid lady Harrington, ¢¢ for
“ an entire change of cloaths; nothing
< gratifies me fo much as affifting thofe

« who
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#¢ who cannot help themfelves. This
*¢ woman has the true Englith fpirit in
€¢ her, old as fhe is, that would difdain
¢< affiftance but from neceffity ; and the
s¢ infant, the infirin, and the aged, have
«¢ ftrong claims upon our benevolence.'”

Mr. Butler overtook them, alighted,
and led his horfe. They related the
adventure, and he told them, that the
people in the neighbourhood, notwith-
ftanding all he could fay to perfuade
them to the contrary, were fure that the
woman inthe White Cottage wasa witch ;
that many others were fufpected among
the lower clafs ; and fome even of high-
er rank were infected with the mania of
the times. ¢ My good Mr. Butlet;”
faid lady Harrington, ¢ I have been
“¢ refleCting upon this bufinefs, and a
« difficulty is thrown in my way which
% I do not know how to get over. You

' «and
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¢ and I are not infe&ted with this mania
¢ yet I do not entertain a doubt but my -
¢ people are, and who canl get to take
s¢ care of the poor creature? There is
¢ a room over the garden-houfe; but if
“ no onc will go near her, fhe will be as'
¢ badly off as ever.”—¢ Why that,”
faid Mr. Butler, I think I can remedy,
¢ if your ladyfhip will permit my wife’s
“maid Nelly, She is a courageous
¢ girl ; we have two female fervants now,
¢¢ and therefore Nellyis atyour fervige foy
¢ any bufinefs you may chufe to employ
“ her upon.” ==« I am much obliged
¢ to you,” returned lady Harrington
“but at all events I will try my ows
¢ houfchold firft; and if they fhould be
s« averfe, I think they will be afhamed
“ of themfelves when they find Nelly
¢ return without harm.”

Lady
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: Lady Harrington convened the houfe+
hold; and told them that many people
had been wicked enough to fay, that
feveral women in the neighbourhood
practifed witcheraft, to the great annoy-
ance of mankind; but that age and
poverty were the only crimes fhe be~
lieved them guilty of ; that fhe withed
to relicve a perfon reputed a witch,
whom fhe would clothe and protect,
which muft prove to them that there
was no fuch thing; that the thould fond
two of them to the ootuge upon the -
common, in the morning, to convey
the old woman to the Abbey; that fhe
#fmiffed them for the prefent, and
Wwould in two hours fettle with the
Bonfekeeper who was to go. ° '

The time foon elapfed, and the houfe-
keeper appeared. < Well, Vincent,”
faid lady Harrmgton, ¢ have my people
- [{] got
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¢¢ got the better of their fears, and are
*“they prepared to fhew their fenfe *'a=
“ No, I can’t fay they are,” faid the
houfekeeper. ¢ They one and all fay,
¢¢ that they would go through fire and
¢ water to ferve your ladyfhip; but
* they can’t abide witches, and are i
“ fear of their lives from them.”

¢ But, Vincent, you cannot fuppofe s
¢¢ poor miferable old woman fo danger-
‘ ous a thing as running into the fire;
“or plunging into the water; befides;
¢ I am perfuaded (as I told you before)
¢ that there are no fuch beings &
¢ witches, I have feen this formidable
¢ creature; and I am fure it was povery
‘¢ only that made her be taken for fuch.
“ But, to come to the point, will any of
¢ them go ?”

¢ Not one, my lady, neither men not
““maids, but the.gardener,”—¢ Then
o “ the
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¢ the gardener is the only one, except
_$¢. yourfelf, -that has common fenfe.” —
‘€¢6:They are all erying their eyes out
- ¢¢ about- it, my lady,” faid' the houfes
‘keeper, ¢ You muft. be fenfible,”
‘returned :lady Harrington,  that my
¢¢ fervants ought to obey me.”—<¢¢ To
'« be. fure, my lady,” faid the houfe-
keeper ; « only witchcraft is fuch a cry-
*cing fin; to be fure, if the loweft girl
¢ in the houfe would go for the witch,
“ to oblige your ladyfhip I would go
*¢ with her ; but indeed, my lady, they
-#¢one and all give it up.”=¢ Then
¢ they are one. and -all a parcel of
*¢ cowards,” faid the lady. ¢ But as I
' have great confidence in you, Vincent,
‘ and ever had, (for you were always
¢¢ fuperior in underftanding to the com-
“ mon people,) and from what you
« have now faid I find I am right;
“ to-morrow you fhall go to the cottage

C . ({4 uPon
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the lady ;. ¢ and therefore you fhall have.
« the lazy black pad to carry you there.”
-=—¢C’]f the witch is very filthy and dirty,
#¢ 1 fhall not be able to touch her. my
4¢ Jady.” — ¢ There is no occafion for
' ' ‘ « that,
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; for Nelly, Mrs, But-

«s to go with you; and 1
aged to you, Vmccnt, for un<
-«taking this bufinefs.”

" Mrs. Vincent retired, not very well
pleafed with the honour.—Certain no-
tions, of the witch having a figure of
wax, 8&c. entered her imagination; the
horrible idea of her being melted two-
eighths of an inch every day conveyed

-the moft tormenting reflection, and fhe

did not once confider, that the Necro- .
mancer Time diffolved her daily, as it
wase The night was fpent in direful
dreams; broomfticks were for ever
prefenting themfelves to her. ‘terrified
imagination; = galloping through the
air upon thefe implements turned . her
head giddy; and her fleep; inftead of

«balm, became poifon.

The
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The morning opened brilliant and
beautiful ; the cart, black pad, ad
gardener were ready at the door; and
lady Harrington, who felt herfelf ex-
tremely interefted in the bufinefs, weat
to fee them fet off. Nelly,- quite un-
concerned, was jumping into the cart.
¢« | am obliged to Mr. Butler,” faid my
lady, ¢ for permitting you to go on this
"« errand for me; for my people are
¢ fuch cowards they dare not encounter
<t an old woman of eighty.”

Off they went. The gardener fpoke
only to the horfe; Mrs. Vincent paced
flowly after them, and, contrary to her
ufual cuftom, did not utter one fyllable.
Nelly went humming Fobnny Armfirong's
good Night, or the cruclties of Barbars
Allen, without thinking at aH.

When they arrived at the cottage,
¢¢ Gardener,” faid Mrs. Vincent, ¢ what
({1 are
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*are we to do with the horfes?” —
¢« I’ll hold them, madam, while you and
% Nelly get the witch ready; and then,
«if need be, I can lift her into the
¢ cart,”—<¢ If I get off this beaft,” faid
Mrs. Vincent, I can never get on
* again, for here is no horfe-block;
¢ therefore I’ll not get off, not I.  Nelly
¢ fhall go in and get the old woman
¢ ready, and you tooif youwill. I can
% hold the horfe, he is gentle enough.”

¢ I thought, madam, you were afraid
« of the horfe.”—¢¢ Not half fo much
¢ as I am of impertinence,” faid Vin-
cent; ¢ therefore do you carry the
¢ bundle for Nelly, do you hear ?*’ [in.a
doud 'vme] « Yes, madam,” he an-
fwered in the fame key; took the
bundle in his hand, gave it to Nelly
at the door, and fat himfelf upon the
grafs. Every thing was quict for a
quarter of an hour, when Nelly cttereda

VOL. I. N kind
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kind of fcream. The gardcncr Jumpcd
up, and went into the houfe.

« Good gracious !’ faid Mrs, Vin-
-".cent to herfelf, ¢ the witch has murdered
¢« the girl, and the gardener too for
¢ aught I know; but if I ftay here to
¢« be made away with, I’ll be fhot.”
- So, letting go the rein of the horfe in
. the cart, fhe applied her whip violently
to the fide of the black pad, turned his
head towards home, and rode as boldly
as if fhe had been only five-and-twenty.
The horfe in the cart, having a very
great affection for his own ftable and his
friend the black pad, fet off after them.
Mrs. Vincent hearing a tremendous
rumbling behind her, urged her horfe
to the top of his {peed, and the animal
in the cart exerted all his ftrength, being
refolved not to be left behind. The
porter at the park-gate, hearing the

clattering,
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tlattering, opened it, when the black
pad darted through, the horfe and cart
immediately following, and arrived in a
few moments at the grand entrance.- - -

" ¢« Oh, I am bewitched, and dying by
¢ inches!” f{creamed Vincent. ©1Iam
-¢¢ fure this is not my lady’s horfe; ic
“cap’t be hers; that infernal hag

~ “ ghanged it in the ftable this morning,
¢¢and this is one of her familiars; it
“ flew with me, I will take my oath-it
% flew with me through a thunder ftorm.
% Oh, the poor girl is murdered, and
* the' gardener too!” — Her ftrength
‘wis exhaufted, and fhe fainted as they
ook her off the horfe.

- - Nelly had taken the bundle from the

- ggardener, and gone coolly into the cot-
gage. “1am come from her honour,
-« lady Harrington, Goody,” faid Nelly,
: N2 ¢and .
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¢ and have brought you here a pice fuit
¢ of clothes and linen, new from top
“to toe; and there is Mrs. Houfe-
¢ keeper, and Mr, Columbine the gar-
¢ dener, waiting with a cart for you,
¢ My lady fays you fhall live in comfort
¢ now.”—¢ Then it was their honours
¢« I faw yefterday,” faid the old woman;
¢ Heaven fhower down its bleffings
““ upon their heads! for I can do no-
“ thing but pray for them.”

¢« Well, come,” faid Nelly, ¢ here
“are nice worfted ftockings, ‘good
¢ firong fhoes, and every thing com-
¢¢ plete. Let me help you, for you
“ don’t feem very ftrong.” == ¢ No,"
faid fhe, ¢ but I have been as ftout as
‘ any one in the parifh, and would have
¢ done out-door work with any fhe that
¢« ever lived.” — ¢¢ Now,” faid Nelly,

¢ don’t you feel yourfelf pure and com-
< fortable
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«¢ fortable in thefe nice things? Here.
<¢ isyour cap; there, I have combcd and.
< righted your hair a little ; and as fure-
¢ as can be, now that you are fmarted
« up, I have feen fomebody like you,
“ but not fo old. What is your name,
‘_f Goody 2”’—¢ My name,” faid the old.
woman, “is Gaps. I was born and ®
““bred in the village of Coombe; my
“eldeft fon Simon lived at Gosford
¢ Grccn, .and was as famous a man for
¢¢ hedging, ditching, and thatching
e ftacks, as ever lived; but he is dead,
« his. wife is dead; and what is become
«¢ of hig poor fatherlefs and motherlefs
< children I don’t know.”

« Oh, fure,”” bawled Nelly, ¢ youare *
-«'my” grandmother ! Oh that I fhould
¢ five fo near you, and never find you
«out! What abeaft am I'! while you
- o havc been in want fo long!” This

o N3 - exclamation



pocket, gave the old woman a thilling;
faying to- Nelly, < Now, my girl, "let
%¢ us be going, if you have done all your
¢« bufinefs.” He looked out, <« Mrs,
. ¢ Vincent and the cart are gone!”
faid -the gardener. < Where 2’ faid
Nelly. ¢ Home, I fuppofe,” he replied.
S «]am
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eI am frightened out of my wits,”
faid Nelly ; ¢ I have been tao long, and
¢ fhall get ill-will for this.” —¢¢ No, no,”
faid the gardener, ¢ when they know
¢¢ all, you will have nobody angry with
< you; butIam afraid you won’t be
¢ able to walk fo far, Goody; we have
¢ 2 long mile to go.”—Yes, give. her
but time, fhe walked farther every day ;
fo, leaning upon Nelly, and taking the
gardener’s arm, fhe proceeded flowly
towards the Abbey.

The family were in great confternation
at Vincent’s account that the black pad
was a familiar of the witch’s; it was
fhaking from the violent exertions it
had made, and yet ftood at the door;
when lady Harrington hearing a buttle,
and fecing the people aflembled, inquir-
ed what was the matter: One of the
fervants told her fomething which fhe
- could not underftand ; at laft fhe found

' : that
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that Mrs, Vincent was almoft frighted-~
ed to death. My lord, returning from:
his morning’s ride, received the fame

information ; and the horfe and cart with-
the black pad were ftanding together.-
« Why do not you put up that horfe 2”.
faid my lord to one of the grooms..
« Mrs. Vincent fays, my lord, that it is-
<« one of the devil’simps, and flew with.
¢ her through thunder and lightning ;.
«and as that is the cafe, my lord, I-
«“don’t much like .to " touch it.”” me
« Come, Matilda,” faid iny lord, ““you, .
¢« I'know, are not foolith ; . mount this

¢ horfe, and we will go in fearch of the

«gardener.,”” Matilda mounted the

bewitched pad, and went with my-lord;

At that inftant Bridget came out; and
one of them telling her that their young
lady was gone to certain deftru&ion
upon the black pad; =<« Well,” faid
Bridget, “1 would not be in her fkin

« for
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¢ for a thoufand pounds, no nor ten:
“¢‘thoufand neither. Ah, did you but

¢¢know what poor Mrs. Vincent has

<t gone through, and what fhe has feen!”’

€ What ?” faid the butler, ¢ do tell us.”

== ¢ Why,” faid Bridget, ¢ the did not

¢ ride homé upon a horfe, but upon a

¢ thing without ears * ; for fhe vows fhe

« faw none till fhe ftopped at the door,

“ and then it raifed them a little; and

¢¢ fhe fays that the flew through thunder

«* and lightning ; that the did not feel the

¢ horfe move at all; that fhe loft her-
¢ breath, and her eyes flathed fire every

¢ minute; and I do not know whether
& fhe will ever be able to fee again. —

«¢ But what can folks expet that have

¢¢to do with fuch wicked devils as

¢ witches ; for this is all their doing,

« [ dare fay, and a fine mefs will be

¢¢ made on’t,’

® A horfe, when prefled to the top of his
fpeed, conftantly fquats his ears,
. They
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:+‘They ‘riow faw lord Harrington -atict
Matilda returning. The pdrter at thé
lodge gate had told them, that the black -
pad-had run full fpeed throngh, and the
horfe and cart after him j that they féeni*
¢d ready to drop ; and that he was afrid
Mrs. Vincent muft have broke “hék
neck ; for he never did fe

ride fo furious before, The

wife met the gardener, Nelly
‘Gaps, “and heard the ftor

having found her grandm

lord then went into the houfe, and ins
formed lady Harrington, who rejoiced
at finding the old woman to be what the.
withed; for Vincent’s fright had difcom-.
pofed her mind a little.

" Nelly ran to the parfonage, and in-
formed Mr. Butler of the joyful news ;
but lamented that her grandmother was
to be in a room in the Abbey garden,
obferving, that there was a nice fnug

room
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'oam to let at the end of his pales, and as
he had a little money fhe would pay the
eat of it; for fhe could rife two hours
ooner, or do any thing, fo fhe might have
et under her eye.  Mr. Butler faid he
wpuld mention it to lady Harrington, and
or that purpofe would go to the Abbey.

~"Mr. Butler informed lady Harrington
of "Nelly’s defire of having her grand-
rlibthcr under her care. ¢ Iam glad of
,”” faid the lady ; « for I am forry to
“ iy that my people are fuch fools, that
« thcy will not come intoa room where
« fhe is; and I began to be afraid the
s« would be but indifferently taken care
«of, except by the gardener. But I
« will give Nelly the furniture I in-
* tepded for the garden houfe; I will
¢ find the old woman clothes, and
¢ allow her half a crown a week, if Mrs,
‘« Butler will let that good girl attend
« her a little ; and the parith muft make
¢ their former allowance.” :
15 . Goody



when her hutband was living.” This

wore off in a great meafure the diftafte

and dread which the fervants had com- -

ccived againft her; and the old woman

lived in the ¢pttage, under the care of |
her grand-daughter Nelly Gaps, in pcace .

and comfort.

END OF THE FIRST YOLUME.
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THE WITCH,
AN'D -

THE MAID OF HONOUR.

A rew months paffed without any cir-
-cumftance occurring to leflen the happi-
nefs of the family.  Sir Thomas Manfel
was an old friend of lord Harrington,
and was come from his houfe in Kent
to vifit him. SirThomas wasan admiral,
had feen a good deal of life, and was an
agrecable companion; they were of
courfe extremely happy in feeing each
other; for if we meet the friends of our
carly days when we are advanced in life,
it gives a double pleafure, as many are
fallen from us.—=They converfed upon
VOL. II. B their.
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.their boyifh days, the news, maritime
.affairs, and politics; and thence Sit*
Thomas defcended to witches; he la<’
mented that their numbers daily in-
creafed ; that feveral hundreds had been
condemned and executed in Scotland;
Wales, and different parts of England ;
thdt it was a growing evil, and it was
. almoft impofiible to put a ftop to it, for
nobody was fafe againft whom they had
a fpite. ‘ ' '

¢ Surely, my dear fir, you are not
«¢ ferious in what you fay,” obferved
lady Harrington. She then told him
the ftory of her witch upon the com-
mon, and the refult of their inquiries
concerning her. '

Sir Thomas faid, it might prove fo in
that inftance; he withed every one
came off fo innocently, and was ex-

tremely
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tremely glad to find his friend’s famﬂ;
had efcaped their baleful influence.&s’
<¢ But what poffible pleafure can it'be;
¢ fir Thomas,” faid lady Harrington,
¢ for the human fpecies to torment?
< If a frightful old woman has the power
« of hurting others, I fhould fuppofe
¢¢ likewife, that fhe has the power of
< ferving herfelf. ~'Why fhould fhe
¢ then, my dear fir, live in dirt, rags,
<< and mifery ?’—¢ As to defining,™
faid fir Thomas, “ what can, or what'
¢ cannot be done, that is out of my
« power; but it certainly is fo, or fuch
¢¢ numbers would not have been exe-
<< cuted; and it would be highly im-
¢ proper to blame their judges; for
¢ they muft have had real and full proof
¢ of their guilt before they condemned-
¢ them.—And I fuppofe,” he added,
«¢ your ladyfhip has heard of the fhock-
¢ing affair which happened at,my lord.

B2 * of
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«.of Rutland’s.” No, fhe had not
heard any thing of it.—¢¢ Then, madam,
¢ the cafe was this: an old w'oman who
¢ had lived many years in the family had
“ done fomething wrong; and being
< feverely chid by lady Rutland, her
¢ malice was carried to fuch a height,
¢¢ that fhe made a compa& with the
« devil, and by means of a familiar
¢ in the form of a brinded cat, (which
‘¢ fhe called Rutterkin,) fhe was the
# death of three innocent children, who
¢ pined away without any apparent ma:
¢ lady.—And I can affure your ladyfhip
‘¢ that it was nearly the death of lady
¢ Rutland alfo.” -

- This converfation of fir Thomas
Manfel’s hurt lady ~ Harrington ex-
tremely ; her mind had been -quicted-
with regard to witches; and it was happy
in being affured that there were no fuch

beings
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ings in exiftence. — But fir Thomas
s an old man, a grave man, and had
er been confidered as a man of ho-
ur.—W hat then was fhe to conclude ?
‘That he had been mifinformed, per-
ps.—But would fir Thomas Manfcl
ate circumftances as matter of fa&t,
he had not b.en perfectly aflured of
sir truth ? = Noj; fhe could not
nk fo meanly of fir Thomas Manfel ;
s muft have been miftaken herfelf;
t it was a miftake fo hurtful to her
:lings, fo prejudicial to fociety, that
e flattered herfelf the decifions of her
m mind were right.—They certainiy
:re more charitable ; in fhort, at laft
r fenfes were abfolutely in ¢ wander-
ing mazes loft.”” — She might live
be very old; her faculties might be
takened, and her memory fo impaired,
at fhe might fay and do many ridicul-
1 things.—In fhort, fhe might herfelf

33 be
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be taken for 4 witch twenty years hence
‘(the odds were twenty to one that the
did not fee eighty; but at the moment
calculations of that fort efcaped her en-
tirely, and the pofiibility of it gave her

extreme pain).—She fat with her head

upon her hand, looking out at a window,,

with all her faculties fufpended ; fo thac

fhe really did not think at all,

The entrance of her daughtérs proved
a great relief.  They informed her,
that their brothers were returned from
lord Haftings’s, and that thev werz an
imviica 10 2 mafque and ball the follow-
ing week.—This brought on an hour’s
confultation upon that important fubje&,
drefs; and a fummons was fent to Mrs.
- Bridget to attend her ladies in the ward-
,robe. Lady Harrington accompanied
them, as fhe was much more folicitous
about their appearance than her own.

<« Dear

2
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¢ Dear me,” faid Bridget, taking out
a nice fuit of point, ¢ the country is all
 inan uproar. As fure as can be, we
¢ fhall all have a hundred misfortunes
¢ that nobody would have thought on;
¢ for the witches are at work all over
s¢ the world, and neither man nor beaft
“ can reft in quicet for them.”—¢ How
¢ can you be fo uncharitable 2’ faid lady
Harrington. “ Yéu muft be convinced
¢ that Geody Gaps is no witch; and I
« hope there is no perfon fo poor and
% fo negle&ed in this neighbourhood as
® the was,”” == ¢ No, my lady,”” replied
Bridget, ¢ there isn’t ;’but the witch at
s the white houfe is a witch in grain.
«1 have inquired after her; indeed,
& your lady(hip, fhe has lived there time
« out of mind, and has not grown one
« day older ; — never in her life afked
s¢ charity ; — always plenty of ' money in
¢ her. pocket ; — cures fick folks, be
R . 34\‘ . ‘ (1] M
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¢ they never fo bad, — and is atrue ard
¢ real witch. I am fure, ladies, you re-
“ member the cruel ague which I had
‘¢ laft fpring, that fhook me limb from
“limb. Now, one day, when the fit
“ was off, I was taking a walk in the
¢ park fora little air. Well, who fhould
‘I meet but Jenny Hawthorn, witha
‘¢ bafket of eggs and other things from
¢ her father’s farm, which Mrs. Vincent
¢ had ordered. Oh dear Mrs. Bridget,
¢¢ (faid fhe) how poorly you lock, quite
s fthocking I declare! (for fhe is rather
¢ an ill-patured thing) you have loft
¢ your colour (faid fhe) that ufed to be
« as frefh as a daify, and walk as if you
* could not fet one foot afore t’other.—
¢ I have got the ague (faid I), and our
¢ houfekeeper can’t cure me —Why,
¢¢ then, (fays Jenny) don’tyou go to the
« wife woman, for the can cure every
¢ body ?=~1 am fo weak (fays I,) that

« I could
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«s I could not walk fo far.—Well (fays
<< fhe), when I have left my things with-
¢¢ Mrs. Vincent, I will go home- thae
¢ way, and get you fomething that fhall
¢ do you good :=—And fo we parted. The:
<¢ next day Jenny brought me fomething
¢ which fhe tied about my neck, fome-
¢¢ thing -about my wrift, and fomething
« very nafty to take, which I thought
« would have poifoned me ; but in four
¢« days | was as well as ever, and my
« colour came agam as freth as a rofe,.
« juft as well as it is now.”

- « I think,”* faid lady Harrington, .
s¢ the feuillemort gown will do for
«me at lord Haftings’s.”—¢« It is
« certainly very bhandfome,” faid mifs
Harrington ; * but as the colour is fo-
¢ very grave, you.muft put on all your
«¢ jewels, for they always fhew to-advan-
«< tage upon thofe kinds of colours.”—e

BS. “ But



‘% may be a relation of my mother’s,.
“« though fhe never called me coufin .
¢ yet. Butthey were very fond of each.
¢other; and I dare fay fhe paid well
« when my mother was alive; and I
% know fhe pays my father well now ;.
% for I often carry her things, and bring

: ¢ back.
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- % gffair" is finally fettled; now for the
¢ drawing-room, for I have heard the
« firft dinner-bell fome time.” - -

* Lord Harrington’s firt appearance
fhowed that he was not well. He did
not fpeak, but looked extremely grave;
and as he was naturally a cheerful man,
lady Harrington was concerned; but,
feeing him eat, the forbore taking notice
of it; for the good lady had never learned
the unhappy art of tormenting by an
impertinent kind of attention” to her
hufband (with ¢ now do have a little
¢¢ bit of this—or tafte that,~you have
 no appetite to-day = I am afraid you
¢ are not well,—does your head ach ?—
< are the fpafms coming on in your
¢¢ ftomach,—or is yaur right foot uny
¢ eafy 2—I remember laft year, the day
«¢ before you had that fevere fit of the
¢ gout, you could not touch a morfel of

"¢ the
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¢ the fineft haunch of doe venifon that
¢ ever was feen.—I hope it is-not com-
¢ ing on now.—Thomas, do take care.
s that the great fhoe is well aired this-
«¢ evening, — it would be a great pity, -
¢ indeed, not to have every thing in
¢¢ order.”—The lady’s knife -and fork -
laid down during this harangue; and
thofe fitting at the table, and thofe ftand-
ing behind them, ftaring at the miferable
man, whofe illnefs might probably be-
mental, and who for that reafon was:
withing to have it pafs unobferved).

Neither could lady Harrington fee her
lord apparently not well without fecling
feverely ; but whatever was the caufe of
his being out of fpirits, fhe took no notice
of it. — When the fervants were with-
drawn and my lord had drunk a few .
glaflfes of wine, which he took pretty
quick, he faid, « I have been tired be-

4 ‘ yond.
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#s yond meafure to-day, and plagued out:
¢< of my life about witches; for I have
¢ been told by juftice Wood, that the-
¢¢ old woman in the White Cottage is:
< abfolutely a witch; but as fhe lives-
« upon my manor he does not like to-

& take notice of her, though he has

- & complaints laid againft her every day..

-« ] have promifed to. make inquiries

« copcerning her, and intend doing fo-

« as foon as poffible;. for the lower:
« prders of people are quite in a fer~
«“ ment about it. — He fays too, that

_ ¢ farmer Hawthorn and his family are-
¢¢-quite as bad as the is;. and I am forry-

« thofe induftrious people fhould be

« implicated ; for his farm is fmall,.
« and by no means a good one, and yet

¢¢ he has brought up his family remark-

¢ ably well ; there are a great many of
¢¢ them, and they are the beft behaved.
& people in. the neighbourhood.” w=-

¢¢-Youp-

N
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“ Your lordfhip cannot,” faid the cape
tain, ¢ do any thing to-day; for, re~
“ member, you promifed to fee my
¢ troop out this evening.”—< True,”
returned my lord; < I fhall therefore
¢ defer my inquiries till to-morrow,”” -

The gentlemen took their horfes to
ride to Coventry-heath.—¢¢ Now,” faid
Matilda, ¢¢ I fhould like to take a walk
¢ to the White Cottage, merely to fee
¢ what fort of a place it is.”—* I have
¢ no objection,” faid lady Harrington ;
« but firft fend to tell Jenny Hawthorn
¢ that I want to fpeak with her-in the
« morning; for I muft fee that girl,
¢ and inquire what fhe knows con-
¢¢ cerning the old woman in the White
¢ Cottage.”

They walked out, and, when they got-
through the park, met a labouring man,

and. -
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and- inquired the neareft way to the
‘White Cottage. — ¢ The neareft and
<< pleafanteft,” replied the man, ¢ is to
¢¢ follow the path over that ftyle, and
¢ then you may get on the brow of the
«¢ hill over againft it.—But if you want
<< 10 go to the houfe, keep along. the
¢ road; for if you go upon the brow of
«¢ the hill, as I faid before, there will be a
¢¢ hedge and a ditch between you; but
¢¢ ’tis a pleafant place to look at on the
«¢ outfide.”’—¢ So we have heard,” faid
lady Harrington; ¢ and for that reafon
«¢ we with to have a view of it. But who
% lives there ?”’—*¢ A witch, they fay,”
returned the man; ¢ they fay too, that
¢ the has done a mafs of mifchief; but as
¢«.the never did any to me; I have no
_ ¢¢ caufe to think ill of her.”—¢¢ Did you
¢ ever fee her ?”’ inquired lady Harring-
ton.—¢ Why, yes, I have; and the is
¢ the uglicft ald creature I ever did fees
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« for fhe has looked more than a hus
¢ dred years old thefe fifteen years, and
« yet fhe feems brifk enough too; for
«1 have feen her trotting about her
s garden like a woman of fifty.—I
«¢ gathered her apples laft year, and fhe
« carried in the half-buthel bafkets as if
« they were nothing; and yet to look
¢ at her vifage, you'd think fhe came

¢ out of the tombs.” .

« I am obliged by your information,
faid lady Harrington, giving him fome-
thing.. ¢ We will go over the fields,,
¢« and upon the brow of the hill, to fee
¢ it to advantage.”’—They foon reached.
the hill field ; and as they were entering it’
by the ftyle two fpaniels, which were:
favourites, overtook them. ¢ We muft
¢ keep thefe dogs in,” faid the lady,.
‘¢ or they will do mifchief to the young.
¢ game. Your father does not like

. ¢« that.
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* that they fhould range about, as they
“ difturb the patridges. The fetters will
“ have no chance, and the fport will be
“ deftroyed.”

It was one of thofe fine evenings juft -
between fummer and autumn; the air
was extremely warm; not a breath of
wind ftirring, and the grafs-fields had
recovered their verdure fince the hay
had been carried off; the corn fields
‘were in full ear, and the grain in the
milk, as the farmers exprefs it. The
fun was almoft fetting, the full-orbed’
.moon rifing, and the different lights fo
beautifully difpofed, that to a painter’s
‘eye, it was one of the fineft fcenes in
nature,

The hill was paju'tially covered with

- foreft trees of a very old growth; oak,
"ath, beech, and fycamore; no injurious.
' " axe-



its roots came out of the earth in many
a fantaftic winding upon the fides of the
bill; and moufe-ears, hare-bells, and
other wild flowers, grew profufcly upon
the flope.

¢ That.is the cottage,” faid Matilda;

& for fee the honcyfuckles as the gap-
& dener defcribed.”’—¢ How neat and
¢ pretty I
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pretty,” faid Elizabeth; ¢ fure nothing
ill can mhabit fuch a place.”—¢¢ The
contemplation of it,” faid lady Har-
igton, *¢ gives me extreme pleafure.”
1en ficting down upon the roots of the
), ¢ the weather is fo warm, and
his fcene fo delightful, that I muft
:njoy it for half an hour.”—¢¢ Per-
haps,” faid Matilda, ¢ that cottage
contains a very happy being. She,
in all probability, enjoys heffelf her
>wn way without interruption; and
if fhe has a competence, 'fhe muft
[urely be .eafy in her folitude.”

< 1 fhould rather fuppofe, my dear
Matilda,” faid lady Harrington, ¢ that
this little retreat contaips forme woman’
who, having been ill ufed by the-
world, has retired to peace, if not
happinefs. A little will pracure the -
neceflaries of life, and even the com- -

¢ forts,



motner ; °° 1l OW rcuccuons can 100ti,
¢ eafe, and acquit us to ourfelves, we
¢ have no reafon for being unhappy.”——
¢ But,” faid Matilda, < if people do
¢¢ things thatare not right, do you think,
% madam, they can be happy " =
« Certainly not,” faid lady Harring-
ton.

The
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The {paniels had been forgotten,
and they were ranging over the hill,
bruthing through the broom, and hunt-
ing the ditches, when one of them
opened. ¢ Come here, Ranger ; come
< here, Flora;” faid Matilda. But they
ftill continued the cry, when Matilda,
Jumping up, followed the opening of the
dogs to a tuft of broom. The moment
fhe came up to them, they ruthed into
the midft of it, and an enormoufly large
cat flew out, leaped over the hedge and
rivulet, ran to the cottage, and jumped
over the pales into the garden; the
fpanicls purfued and got into the gar-
den alfo; two cats came out of the cot-
" tage to affift their companion, and the'
dogs could not leap the pales back’

again, the earth being lower on the in-’
fide, and the fpaniels cried moft pitifuls
ly. Matilda, in a fright, crofled the
rivulet, and ran to the cottage, when .
fhe
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fhe faw a woman coming out of anar-
bour at the end of the garden, who fiid,
¢ Young lady, if my cats have injured
“ your fpanicls, I am forry for it; I
¢¢ wifh to keep them within my premifes,
“ but they will ramble after the birds.”
—¢¢ Indeed,” aniwered Matilda, * the
¢« dogs were in the wrong, and I have
« taken the liberty of entering your
¢ garden to bring them back.” She
was now very near the woman, and fousd
her face frightful on account of the bad-.
nefs of her complexion; but fhe walked
ftrong 2nd erect; her eyes feemed To be
gocd and lively, her teeth found, and
her hair was entirely hidden by her drefs.
¢ | have fangued myfelf,” faid Matlda;
¢ will you have the goodnefs to give me
¢ a little wazer ?”” The old woman went
into the houfe, and brouzht out a horn
full, which Maalda drank and then
withed her a good evering.

Lady
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Lady and Mifs Harrington were
in great agitation concerning Ma-
tlda; as the did not go into the
houfe, they kept their eyes upon her,
and went clofe to the hedge to meet
hery but finding they could not get to
her, nor Matilda to them,fhe refolved
to walk round to the ftyle to meet
them.

As Matilda walked on, fhe met a
gitl about thirteen years of age, with a
bafket wrapt up with great care. « What
t¢ have you got there, my good girl
~—¢¢ A hot roaft chicken.”—¢ And who
i¢ js it for?”’—¢ The old woman in the -
¢« White Houfe,”” faidthegirl; “myfifter
¢« Jenny has cook’d it nicely for her fup-
¢ per.”—¢And what is her name?”’ afk-
ed Matilda.—¢ My mother’s friend,” re-
plied thegirl. “What,mygood child?”’ de-
manded Matilda. ¢ My mother’s friend,”

¥YOL. II. c faid
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faid the girl as loud as the could bawl;
¢¢ for I never heard any other name that
¢¢ fhe had, and I have known her ever
« fince I was a little thing not fo high.
« My father’s name is farmer Haw-
¢ thorn, and I have got a great many
¢¢ brothers and fifters.”—¢ You area
¢ good girl, I dare fay,” replied Ma-
tilda, giving her fomething; ¢ make
« hafte, or your chicken will be cold.”

Lady and Mifs Harrington met M-
tilda at the ftyle. ¢ Well,” faid Eli-
zabeth, “ you have feen the witch;
“and pray what kind of perfonage is
“ fhe 2’—< Why, her complexion is fo
¢ fhocking, that fhe certainly (as the
“old man faid), looks as if fhe came
““out of the tombs. I wanted to get
“into the houfe; but it being a vifit
“ of chance, or rather an intrufion, I
“dared not invite myfelf in. Her

‘ ¢ drefs
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¢ drefs was fomething like a nun’s;
< the petticoat was of light brown ftuff,
¢ and a kind of white open gown over-
¢ it, which came down to the wrifts,
* and tied about the waift with a brown
* ribband ; a round-ear’d cap clofe to
** her abominably ugly face, and a plain
* brown ribband upon that. Her ad.
¢ drefs was not at all like that of the
¢ lower order of people, and fhe had
¢ fomething dignified . about her.”—
¢« Then,” faid Elizabeth, ¢ fhe may be
% forne nun run away from a convent ;
T have heard ftrange ftories of fathers
“in England condemning their chil-
« dren to a monaftick Jife. This thought
¢ has juft ftruck me.”

¢¢ And I do not think it an impro-
“ bable one,” faid lady Harrington.
¢ That may be the reafen why fhe con-
¢ ceals herfelf, leading the life of a nun
c2 n in
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“in a cottage, inftead of a convent.
. * And in my opinion it would be wrong -
& to difturb her, whatever the motive
“may be. As to witchcraft, I again
@ affure myfelf that there is no fuch
¢ thing ; but we muft make fome in-
¢ quiries; for juftice Wood has ex-
¢« torted a promife from my lord to
< that effect.” -

As foon as (Beyreturned to the abbey,
Bridget met their ¢ Dear me, my
‘¢ lady, there is poor dear Flora’s ear all
“ over gore blood.”—¢ The old wo-
“man’s cats at the cottage fcratched
¢ her,” faid Matilda. ¢ Oh,la! and
¢ what fhall we do now?” faid Bridget.
¢ Why, take her into the ftill-room,
“and tell Vincent to put fomething to
“it. I beg pardon, young lady; but
“pray did you fee the witch? and
“ what in the world could fhe be like ?

¢ and
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¢ and what could fhe be dreffed up in?”
faid Bridget.—‘ Her drefs,” replied
Matilda, “ was in fhape very like a
“ nun’s.”—¢¢ Then, as fure as fate;”’
faid Bridget, ¢ fhe is that fame nun
¢.that goody Dickens- and her hufband
-%.faid fo much about, and I could never °
¢ make it out; and as fhe has not

¢ walk’d at the abbey, that I know of,

*«.fince we have been here, perhaps the.
s poor foul was frightened at having fo

¢ many folks in the houfe, and was

s-forced. to take. up with a. cottage at
“ h{h’,'

.- ¢ Flora’s ear is bleeding ;: do take her
¢ to Vincent,” faid Matilda. Bridget
went off, calling the fpaniel after her.
The moment fhe reached the houfe-
keeper’s room fhe opened the bufingfs.
¢¢ There is what will do her good,” faid

Vincent, taking down a vial; “bat -

- ) <3 «if
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* I want to know, young woman,”’ faid
hdy Harrington, “if you have any ac-
& quaintance with the old woman at
o ke WhireCottage.”—* Yes, my lady,
 j¢ is my father’s houfe; but my mo-
« ther’s friend has made it fo mice! It
* was a fad place when my father firft
“ bought it, many years ago, as I have
“ heard him fay; and he was afraid
s« that he never fhould have let it.”— .
« ] wanted to know if you were well
¢ acquainted with her.”—¢ O yes, my
¢ lady, ever fince I was born.”—¢¢ And
¢ was fhe any relation 2’—* Not that I
¢« know of, my lady; but my mother was
¢ a3 fond of her as if fhe had been her
« own fifter; fo I fuppufe that the was -
s a.kin to her; my poor mother, who

sad and gone, never thought

7 nice enough for her; and

that the pays for it all.”—

loes fhe get the money
faid



. MAID OF HONOUR, 33

faid my lady. ¢ Out of the box which
«¢ ftands in her bed-room, pleafe your
<¢ ladyfhip; I have.often feen her take -
€ it out, but fhe never pays till it
¢ comes to gold.—She has been very
¢« good indeed to me; has.taught me
- ¢ to read and write (and now I keep
¢ all our accounts);. fhewed me how
¢ to work ; .gave mie money to buy-a .
¢ fine bible. and. a prayer-book ;- and .
¢ has done us all a deal of good; I.
«¢ often walk with her in the woods by
¢ moonlight, and fo did- my mother.”>—
« And what is her name?” faid lady
Harrington. ¢ We never call her any
¢ thing but my mother’s friend, my -
¢ Jady.”—¢ Did you never- hear any
¢¢ other ?”—<¢ No, indeed, my lady,
<] never.did. She has-a vaft many
¢ books; her houfe is fet forth. with
«c-flowers; and her garden is very nice,
s¢ and. full .of fruit, which fhe gives us
G5 . ¢ agreat
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“ca great deal of.”—1Is fhe a wel-
¢ looking woman ?” faid her ladythip.
¢ No, my lady; her face feems to be
¢ black and ath colour, inftead of red
¢ and white ; but fhe is ver“y good in-
« deed, and would not.hurt a hair of
“any body’s head; and if my little
¢ finger does but ache, fhe feems fo
¢ forry! and when my poor mother
¢ died, I thought fhe would have died
¢ too.”

¢« thank you for your informa-
tion,” “faid my lady; ¢and tell your
« father that my lord would be glad
¢ to fee him in the evening upon fome
¢¢ bufinefs.”

The Mifs Harringtons and the cap-
tain were prefent at this examination.
T think,” faid the latter, < this girl
‘s almoft handfome enough to be-

¢ witch

Kt S SR
DR L S AN
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¢ witch me.”—¢ Oh,” replied Matil-
«“da; < nothing near fo. beautiful as
# lady Naunton.”—¢ I approve ex-
¢ tremely,” he anfwered, ¢ of lady
¢’‘Naunton, and fhould prefer her as a-
¢ friend at the war-office; yet I think
¢ Jonny. Hawthorn would look very

& pretty upon a baggage-waggon.”
.. “I beg, John, you would not talk -
¢ nonfenfe to that good girl; fheis the
¢ ftay "indi ‘manager of her father’s
& houfe:”—¢ My good prudent Eliza-
¢ beth Y’ faid the captain, “do you
t shink: 1 can fee a tall, ftrait, fim. girl,
wavidhsafine rofy complexion, without
“udﬁumg hér? no, to be fure; but
f.reft. htished that I will not make the
gh’i 4pain! ‘Befides, you know, lady
“ Naunten and Bellona are the objects
“of Lt adorat-mn Yets T wifh,” re<
phod- Lhzabstb ¢ that_you would. fa-
< _6 s¢ crifice
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¢ crifice a little at the fhrine of Miner-
¢ va,””—“] do intend it this very even-
¢ ing; and I am now ruminating upona
< vifit to the witch. If fhe be inclined
¢ to peace, fo am I; we will then hold
«a little friendly parly; but I fhall
¢ gird on my fword; and if war is
¢ what fhe prefers, 1 will firft attack
¢ and rout thofe myrmidons her cats,
¢¢ then bring off the eaitiff witch pri-
¢ foner, and you fhall fet your fair
¢ foot upon her neck, in token: of your
¢ fovereignty and her obedience.”’—
¢ But do you really intend to pay her
¢ a vifit ?”—< I do, this very evening.
« You will probably be feeking reafons
¢« for my running fuch hazard of my
« precious life, not forgeting my ftill
¢ dearer reputation; but curiofity
¢ prompts me on; and as Jenny Haw-
¢ thorn declares fhe is the beft creature
¢ living, I bave a mind to fee her.. I

s« therefore
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#< therefore go armed at all points,
s¢ armed with curiofity. I am fure,
¢ Matilda, you had nome, my dear
¢ fifter, when you leaped a moft tre-
¢«¢ mendous hedge, fwam acrofs a gaping
¢ gulph, and fcaled the caftle walls of
«¢ this renowned witch, to refcue from
¢ the horrible talons of the fierceft cat
¢ that ever was kittened your dear des
¢ licate puppies, who were both wound-
¢“ed in the fkirmith. Suppole 1
¢ take them with me, and have an-
¢¢ othep-fet-to this evening.”—¢ No,
¢¢ no,"”” faid Matilda, ¢ if you muft go,
< go gently.”

« ¥ will, I will,” he replied; «I go,

& I fly to deliver the princefs with the
«¢ afh-coloured complexion from the
¢ tortures which that cruel magician
« juftice Wood has in ftore for her;
¢ and if I fhould not return by ten
« o’clock,
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#-¢’clock, you may with great certainty
¥¢-conclude, that we are gone to Lapland

" ¢t-upon two of. the fwifeeft broomiticks

#¢ that ever were croffed, to partake of

# a delicious roafted tyger ft-ﬁd mrh

. f tenpenny nails.” ’ .

'} : i€y
Dmnu and )n(hce Wood were an-

: mnnced at the fame time.—f I.am

o .
«
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¢ come, my lord,” faid: the. jultice, -

¢ becaufe I would not give your. ldard-
¢ fhip the trouble- of fending sbout the
¢ bufinefs which I mentioned t&xyou.—
¢ The people are fo clamourous and
¢ prefling, that I dare fay it would be
< a great pleafure to them to fee the
¢t witch ducked and then burnt.’'—
«J think, fir,” rcturned my lord,
- « that pofitive proofs of guilt onught to
¢ be had before any thing of that fort
¢ fhould be thought of. Life and re-

-

“ putation are very valuable things; and -

{3 as
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¢¢ as I never heard that this woman had
¢¢ hurt a fingle individual, you and I
¢< had better fee her, and hear what fhe
¢ has to fay.”—< I would rather not
¢¢ meddle in fuch a bufinefs,” faid the
juftice ; « but bring her before me pro--
< perly, and I am at your lordfhip’s fer-
¢ vice.” —*“I am going to her this even-
¢¢ ing,fir,” faid the captain; *will you do
< me the favour to accompany me ?"’—
¢ No, fir,”” returned the juftice; ¢ for
«a man like me to be going into
<« cottages would never do.”’— But,
¢ fir,” replied the captain, ¢ this would
¢ be a vifit of humanity.”—< Not to
¢* me, fir,” faid the juﬁice'; “ for if I
¢ demeaned myfelf, it might hurt my
- ¢ reputation as a magiftrate, which is a
¢ very tender point; but if you, fir,
¢« will fee and hear all you can, I fhall
¢ be ready to-take your depofition in
¢ the morning when I have all my peo-
€ p]c
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< ple about me.”—*¢ Suppofe, fir, that
¢ 1 fhould neither hear, fee, nor find
“ out any thing but a mere old wo-
¢ man ”’—¢¢ That, fir, is almcft im-
¢« poflible; for I know from farmer
¢ Hawthorn, that fhe has money to pay
¢ for things which muft amount to a
¢ pretty round fum in the year, with-
¢ out recciving a penny from any per-
¢ fon that ever I could find.”’—¢¢ Far-
¢ mer Hawthorn!—The farmer. will
¢ foon be here,” faid my lord;
“and if you will do me the favour to
¢ ftay and hear what he fays, you will
¢ be better able to form your judge-
¢ ment, and decide without prejudice
‘¢ hereafter ; for we muft, my dear fir,
* be guided by truth.”>—< QOh, I fhall
* be foon ready, my lord; I have all
 my bufinefs at my fingers ends; but
“ as your lordfhip withes me to ftay, I

' ¢¢ fhall
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- <¢ fhall hear and fay nothing. This is
“¢ not a place for me to open in.”

“ Here comes farmer I{awthorn,”
faid my lord; ¢ now we fhall hear
‘¢¢ what he will fay.” —~The captain got
up, nodded to his fifters, and went out.”

¢ Farmer Hawthorn,” faid my lord,

¢ how do you do? Ihope your family
-¢¢ -are well.”—¢¢ Pretty hearty, I-.thank
-¢¢ your lordfhip.”” —¢¢ That fourteen-
‘¢ acre field of wheat of your's looks

" ¢t well,” faid my lord.—¢¢ It does in-
¢ deed, my lord ; and if ‘pleafe God the
« weather be fine, I hope to get five
¢¢ quarters an acre off it.”—¢ You and
¢¢ your fons take a great deal of pains,
¢ and I fhould be forry it did not an-
¢ fwer.” — ¢ Thank your lordthip,”
faid the farmer.—¢ Your daughter,”
- faid my lady, ¢ feems to be a clever
“ young
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¢ young woman, and muft be of great
*¢ ufe and affiftance to you in the houfe.”
—¢ Yes, indced, my lady, fhe is a.
 flirring girl, and is a great help in-
¢ deed. Lver fince the death of my
*“ poor wife, Jenny has been a great
“ help to me. Her filter did not take
“ to the bufinefs ut all.  She is married
¢ to a Scotch quarter-mafter, who feems
“to be a thriving man, and I hope
“will make her a good hufband.
¢ Jenny can kecp accounts, and do
““ many things that are ufeful; but [
« fm obliged to my wife’s friend for
¢ that, and a‘great deal more, for fhe
¢ has been quite a mother to Jenny."
—¢ Is fhe very old?’—¢ No, my
“lady, 1 belicve not; I don’t know
¢ her age though.”—¢ She is an old
“hag as ever was born,” faid the
juftice.—< She is not very comely,
“to be fure,” replied the farmer,

“ pleafe
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« pleafe your worthip; but the can ftir
¢ about nimbly enough.”—¢¢ She-has
“made fuch a ftir in this county,”
faid the juftice, ¢ as may coft her her
% life if fhe is brought béfore me, an
“infernal old ? — ¢ She is the
% harmlefleft creature that ever lived,”
replicd the farmer; ¢ your worfhip
% knows law and fuch likem——"—r¢ [
# hope I do,” replied the juftice; ¢ and
« if I did not, I don’t think farmer Haw-
4 thorn could give me any infight into
% the bufinefs.”’—¢ ButasI wasfaying,
s¢ your worthip, the is indeed as harm-
s lefs a creature as ever trod upon the
4¢ earth; fo mild, fo gentle, and muft
¢ have had good learning when fhe
“ was young.”— Yes,”” replied the
juftice, ¢¢ and fhe exercifes her learning
¢¢ now fhe is old, to my knowledge.”—
¢ That fhe does indeed, and pleafe your
« worfhip; for fhe has taught my chil-
9 ¢ dren
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‘ dren one after another to read and
¢« write, and, what is better than that,
¢ their duty.”—¢ And what is their
‘¢ duty towards their neighbour " faid
the jultice.—¢ Why, if they can’t fpeak
¢ well of them, never to mention them
¢ at all.”"—¢ You are a good divine,
¢ Mr. Hawthorn,” faid my lord;
*“ and I do not doubt but Mr. Wood i
“ equally fo; and in that point yos
“ will agree. But I want to know,
¢ farmer, how long you have been ac-
“ quainted with this good old woman.”
—The farmer ftopped and feemed ata
lofs. ** Why don’t you fpeak ** faid
the juftice, ¢ Speak out, man.”’—
¥ Why, if Jenny was here now, fhe
*“ would tell me directly.”’—* You are
‘“out in your examination,” faid the
juftice. ¢ Yes,” replied the farmer,
¢ fhe could tell meto a day how old
“ my eldeft boy is ; for the old woman
¢ and
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¢ and ‘my wife came into this part of the
‘¢ country juft one year and a half before
 ‘he was born.””—** How long do you
“fuppofe ?** faid my lord. ¢ One or’
«.two and twenty years,”” returned the
farmer.—¢¢ And what was your wife’s
- pame, and where did fhe come from ?”
—¢¢ Ay, where did fhe come from,”
faid the juftice.—<¢ She came out of
% Suffex,” replied the farmer ; “but I
¢don’t think I ever heard her men-
<« tion the name of the parifth where fhe
% was born, though I have heard her
«talk of York and Yorkfhire ?’—
“ And how did you meet with her?”
fsid my lord.—¢ Why, one day, my
s.lord, at Coventry Fair, I thought
¢ her the prettieflt girl I had ever feen;
«.fhe fat cracking nuts in a booth with
« fome folks whom I knew; fo I went
< and bought a pocket full, and fat
s+ down with them, and we were mar-

“ried
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% ried in about three months after.”’—
¢« And where did fhe live at that
¢ time ?”’— At a farm-houfe, your ho-
¢ nour; they boarded there; for my
« wife and the old woman were great
« friends. Mary had a little money,
¢¢ and L.bought that White Cottage with
¢« it; her friend repaired it, has lived
¢ there ever fince, and has had every
¢ thing from my houfe, which fhe has
¢ honeftly paid for, rent and all, be.
<« fides doing my children fo much
<« good.” .

¢ But what 1is the old woman’s
“ name ?”’ faid Iandy Harrington. <«1I
“don’t rightly know, my lady; but
¢« from what.I have heard them talk of
¢ York, and all that, I think her name
¢ was Howard.”—<¢ Was fhe handfome
“ when you firft knew her, Mr. Haw-
¢ thorn ?”” faid Matilda. ¢ No, young

¢ lady,
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< lady, her beauty is not outfide fhow ;
“ but it is all goodnefs of heart, which
<< is better by half; and, according to my
< judgment, fhe is as handfome now as
¢¢ ever fhe was. But my wife was as
% fine and as comely a lafs as you
¢¢ would with to fee in a [ummer’s day.””
—¢ And what was her name?’—
¢ Mary Dawfon, my lady.”

¢ And you really believe the old
¢¢ woman came from York?” faid my
Jord. « Yes,” replied the farmer;
<t but I do not often fee her. How-
< ever, if you pleafe, my lord, I can
¢ go to-morrow morning, and afk her.”
—=¢ No,” faid my lady, < we will got
" ¢ give you that trouble.”

¢« Where does the old devil get the

<< money fhe pays you?” faid the juf-
tice. ¢ Indeed, I don’t know,” re-
- plied
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plied the farmer. ¢ My wife often told
« me, that fhe was well to live; and
‘¢ my bufincfs takes up fo much of my
« time, that I never trouble myfelf :
¢« about other folks.”~—¢¢ So then,” re-
turned the juftice, ¢ you perhaps
« don't know that the is a witch, and
“can make gold as eafily as yow
* daughter can dumplins.” —¢ No
“ man fhall perfuade me to that,”
faid the farmer ; ¢ no, not the king,
¢¢ if he ftocd here and toid me fo. And
«1 hope, my lord, your honour will
“not believe any fuch thing.”—
* What do you difpute iny words?”
faid the Juftice.—--¢¢ Yes, I 'do,” re-
turned the farmer; < I think your
¢« worfhip is miftaken.”—¢ Why, fhe is
‘“a nuifance to the neighbourhood,”
faid the juftice; ¢ no man’s cattle is
* fufe for her ; fhe ciiher lames or de-
« ftroys them.”—¢ That I can’t think

¢¢ peither,”
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% neither,” replied the farmer; ¢ for
¢ what good could it do her? I never
“ had any thing hurt by her, and I
¢ have loft many fine horfes, and cows
¢ too, in my time; but I could always
¢ make out how.”

¢ She would not hurt her friend,”
faid the juftice;  but I fee that you
¢ are in' league with her—in league
¢ with a witch ; and 1 fuppofe you will
¢ pretend to fay, that fhe does not en-
«’tertain familiars in the fhape of cats.”
—<¢ That the don’t,” replied the farmer;
« they are real cats, and very good ones
« for vermin. She had them from
% me.” '

« Mr. Wood,” faid my lord, *we
« have, I think, no proof yet of this
“ woman’s being a witch; and y\ou
 and Hawthorn have argued for and

VoL, 1L D ¢ againft
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% againft her, but without coming to
“any point. My fon is gone this
¢ .evening to vifit her; probably we
¢ may be able to .form fome judgment
« on his return; and if you will ket
¢ the matter reft a day or two, I
¢ fhall be much obliged to you; forl .
< think at prefent we have no right to
< carry her before a magiftrate. She
“ may be perfectiy -innocent; and it
¢¢ cannot be pleafant to be expofed to
« the gaze of a mob.”

“You are too tender, my lord, 2 |
¢« great deal too tender; but, to be
¢ fure, to oblige your lordthip, I will
¢ defer it; though I fhall have reflec- |
¢ tions caft upon me, and reflections
¢¢ are not’pleafant things.”’—<< I will be !
¢¢ anf{werable, fir, for all the reflec-
¢ tions this bufinefs may occafion ; andl

« wi
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¢ with you a good gveningy’ faid my
ord. .

; € Ah,” faid the. farmer, looking at
he door as he fpoke, « how I fhould
« like to thrath him! To endeavour to
‘¢ take. a poor innocent creature’s cha-
¢ radter from her.”—¢ I am in hopes
< that fhe does not deferve what he
< reports of her,” faid lady Harring~
ton. :

_ ¢ Blefs. your ladyfhip,” faid the far-
mer, 1 wih your honours good night.”

. The captain walked to the White
Houfe, and faw the old woman with a
book in her hand, fitting in a porch
covered -with honey-fuckles. ¢ May I
¢ come in ?’_’ faid he, holding the wick-
‘et in bis hand. « If you wifh it, fir,”
seturned the witch; ¢ but J am not

‘D2. ¢ much -
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“ much ufed to fuch vifitors as you
«feem to be.”—< I come abruptly,
¢¢and perhaps impertinently,” he re-
plied; ¢ but when. I have informed
¢ you of my reafons, I hope you will
« forgive me. Firft, I am to apologize
¢ for my fifter’s intrufion laft night;
¢ and then I come, as a volunteer, to
¢ inform you of a circumftance which
¢ may not be fo agreeable. My fifter
¢ told us, that you had the man-
¢ ners and deportment of a gentlewo-
“ man, and feemed to have every thing
¢¢ convenient and comfortable, which
¢ fhewed that you did not want pecu-
¢ niary affiftance. I will not, there-
¢ fore, offend by offering you any.
< [ She bowed.] But the neighbourhood
¢ have taken it into their heads (from
¢ what caufe I know not) that you
¢« praltife witchcraft. They have ap-
« plied to a juftice of peace, and he
¢ informed
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¢ informed my father, lord Harring-
¢ ton, of it, who has defired him to be
¢ quiet for a few days, till we thould
¢¢ make enquiries. Jenny Hawthorn
#¢ told us, that you were the beft wo-
¢ man in the world; and my mother
¢ defired me to fay, that if you withed
¢ for the prote&tion of our family, it
¢ was much at your fervice.”

-, % 1 am more obliged to you, fir,
¢ than I can exprefs,” replied the witch.
¢ The prote&ion of lord Harrington’s
< family will be of fingular fervice.
¢ The idea which the world falfely
. entertains of witchcraft is very un<
% .accountable. I am no witch, I can
% affure you. I bave lived here
¢ peaceably, I may fay happily, many
#¢.years ; and am, as you fee, a ftrange
s old figure. 1 have long left the
= world, and fuppofed, that, excepting
.- 3 . -« afew
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¢ afew individuals, it thought no more
¢“of me than I did of it. I hope,
¢ young gentleman, the honour you
*¢ have done me will not difgrace tlfe
“ motive, as that motive proceeded
¢ from humanity. Will you eat any
¢ fruit ? [taking down a bafket,] its only
¢ merit is its being frefh gathered.”

He accepted the offer, and then
made his bow, telling her that fhe
fhould hear from him in the morning.

¢ What a man is that juftice Wood!”
faid Mifs Harrington. ¢ You clas
¢ him too high, fifter,” replied Matildz;
“ he is a reptile, a very reptile.”—
« Have patience, girls,” faid lady Har-
rington, “ and recollet what he was
« His father was a very ignorant man,
« and not very rich; but he had afif
s ter, a widow, who was ; fhe put this
[ bO’
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“ boy under a country attorney, where
“ he remained a few years, when his
¢ mafter difmifled him for idlenefs and
¢ ftupidity. He then went into the
¢ Low Countries as a fubaltern under
¢ fir Philip Sidney, who cathiered him
. ¢¢ fo¥ cowardice. The old woman, his
¢ aunt, died ; he married a woman of
~ ¢ fortune, and fo came into this fitua-
s tion ; heis, however, continually ex~
“ pofing himfelf, and pays for his
e folly.””

“But I am in love with farmet
¢¢ Hawthorn,” faid Matilda; ¢¢ his fto.
“ ries are a little roundabout; but he
¢ feems to have fuch an affe@ion for
< his family, and to be fo anxious to
¢ protect the old woman’s chara&er,
¢¢ that I really love him.”—¢ Gently,
¢ good Matilda,”” faid Robert. ¢« What
¢ would Wingfield fay, if I were to in-

, D4 ¢ form

..

g
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¢« form him of this paffion of your's?
* why, he would run the poor farmer
¢ through the body."— Well,” re-
plied Matilda, « if Wingfigld do not
« Jove the farmer, as well as I do,
« (that is, when he is acquainted with
¢ the caufe of my love,) I will not love
¢ him ; fo you may tell him as foon as
¢ you pleafe.”—*¢ Yes,”" anfwered Ro-
bert, ¢ and then you will wear thewil:
“ low garland, and we fhall have an-
¢ other Ophelia. But here comes
¢ John, and without the captive witch;
¢ I therefore conclude that he is con
¢« quered.”

¢ Well, noble captain,” faid Matil-
da, “ have you been overcome by the
“forcerefs and her cats?”—¢ Too
¢ true,” he replied; « the charms of
«¢ this Circe have entirely vanquifhed the
‘““redoubted John Harrington; her
< fpells
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*fpells and incantations were fo' po-
¢ tent, that fhe wanted not the aid
« of her myrmidons, who.only peeped
¢ at me, as if afraid that I fhould rival
t¢ them in: the good graces of their °
s lovely miftrefs; and as the event is
&« ltkely to be: handed down. to pofte-
¢ rity, I am content to be vanquithed:
“ by the fair fex, although not one of
«-the moft beautiful.”

¢« A truce with your nonfenfe,” faid
lady Harrington, ¢ and tell us what
“ fhe faid to you.” He then briefly re.
lated the particulars of his vifit, and
added, ¢ She has that kind of manner
 about her which made me. very civil
% and polite ;. and you muft fee her to..
 morrow, or my rival, Mr. Wood,
* may carry her off.””—¢ We.will fend
“ eatly,” faid. lady. Harrington, * and
« defire: that fhe will come to dinner.
D& “ My
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«¢ My black palfrey fhall be faddled . for
¢ her, and you, fir knight, may go -
¢ and be her guard.”” That 'was an -
honour he could not refufe, if the lady
accepted him. ¢ Now tell us,” faid
Mifs Harrington, ¢ how was her houfe
¢ furnithed, and how did fhe look?”

¢ Imprimis,” faid the Captain, «“a
¢ nice boarded floor, which I verily
¢ believe was of oak. Item, a fmall
¢¢ chimney, with a couple of andirons,
¢ ornamented with brafs dogs heads;
¢ the hearth and chimney-piece of
¢ Portland ftone; and over it was 2
¢ fhelf, on which ftood pots of flowers.
¢ Item, a large table covered with
¢ books, pens, ink, and paper, a terrel
¢ trial globe, and an hour-glafs. TJpon
¢ a plain oak bracket ftood a bafket of
¢¢ fruit, divided into compartments.
¢¢ Over the table were fhelves of books;
- ¢ I wanted



'MATD OF HONOUR,. (1)

e T wanted to fge their titles, that T

« might find out her particular ftudy;

< but I thought it would.be impertinent:

¢ to look too near them.. A linnet was:

¢ hanging in a cage near the window..

¢ A high-back’d chair, and two or three:

- ¢ others, extremely plain, was, I think,
¢ the whole of her furniture.”

«« Was the witch beautiful > faid
Mifs Harrington. ¢ Not near fo hand-
« fome,” he replied, ¢ as lady Naun-
#ton; and yet her features feemed
& good, as did her eyesalfo; but fhe:
¢« has fuch a ftrange-coloured com-
¢ plexion that it looks like a toad’s:
¢ back. Three or four miniature pic-
& tures hung near the fire; and now I
tc hope I have been fufficiently minute
e to fatisfy your curiofity, ladies.”—
¢ Quite fo,” faid his mother; ¢ we
¢ fhall fee her to-morrow, and thalk

DG ¢ then
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<¢ then be able to judge whether you have
« given us agood copy of the original.”

Mrs. Bridget had heard fomething
about the juftice’s coming concerning
the witch, and affured herfelf that the
latter would foon be deftroyed by fire
‘and faggot. She had picked up a great
deal about it, and wanted to have feen
the farmer ; but he went off fooner than
fhe expefted. She was, however, re
folved to know all, and therefore trotted
to Jenny Hawthorn’s, purpofely to
have a difcourfe concerning witches.—
When fhe arrived at the farm, « So,
“ here is a fine to do.!”’ throwing her-
felf into a chair. ¢ We fhall be all
¢ taken for witches!—aye, you may
« ftare ; and your father, and you, and
“for aught I know, myfelf, may be
¢ fufpefted.”—< If it is the laft dayl
“ have to live,” replied Jenny, <1 do

€< not
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* not know a witchy nor any. thing
t¢ like a witch, in the world.”—¢ Fine
« talking,” faid Bridget, ¢ when you
“ are as fond of one of them as can
¢ be.”’ = Good gracious! who could
“ be fo wicked as to fay fo ”’— Say
“ fo!” returned Bridget, ¢ have not
“ you, your ownfelf, more than once
«“ invited me to. go with you and fee the
“witch in the White Cottage ?”’—
“ You take her for one then,” faid
Jenny.—¢ Yes, I do; and fo does every
% body elfe, juftice Wood and all ; and
¢« I warrant he will trim her jacket, an
«_old ill-conditioned——""—* L will not
% ftand,” faid Jenny, ¢ and hear fo
% good a woman belied.” —¢ You
¢ won’t,” returned Bridget; ¢ but I
< fay you thall hear me tell you, that
< fhe is an old ill-conditioned hag ; and
“ more than that, fhe ought to be burnt

' ‘ ¢ alive,,
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¢ alive, and I fhall not be forry to fee
¢ jr.”—< Well,”” faid Jenny, ¢ I never
¢ heard the like;” and fhe walked
about the room in great agitation,
«“ You’ll be ufed to it foon enough
« then; and as for your pacing and
¢ fidgetting, what good will that do?
¢ I’m fure our family has been plagued
« enough, one how or other. Why,
¢¢ there was Mrs. Vincent, poor dear
¢ foul! almotft loft her life with jaunt.
¢ ing after one of them.”—¢ But fhe
¢ was no witch,” faid Jenny.—¢¢ That
t is more than you know,” returned
Bridget; “ and depend upon it, before
¢ another week is over your head, you
¢ will find the difference. Here I came
< broiling all the way from the abbey,
% as your friend, to tell you all this, and
« get n6 thanks neither; and now I
¢ fhall cool myfelf by walking flowly
“ back
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¢¢ back again, after having had all this
~ << trouble for your good, to tell you
¢« how things went.”

Jenny, vexed to the foul, fat down
and cried. In a quarter of an hour her
father camé in. < What is the matter,
¢« my girl ¢ what do you fret for? has
¢any thing gone wrong ?’— Yes;
¢ my good friend in the cottage is taken
« for a witch (fo Mrs. Bridget fays),
“ and will be burnt alive.*—¢ Come,
« don’t take on; my good lord and
¢ lady will take care of her; befides,
¢¢ fhe is no more a witch than I am.
¢« Come, dry your eyes, and get me my
¢ fupper. I came from the abbey juft
¢¢ now, and my lord and lady are her
3¢ friends, and the young captain is
< gone to fee her, which is another
s good piece of news.” '

In
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In the morning orders were givem
to the fteward to fend ome of the fer-
vants with a note to the White Cot-
tage. He gave it to one of the ferving-
men, and it was transferred by him to
the head groom, who faid: there wanted
no horfe to go a mile. The ferving-
man faid, the orders wese for it to be
fent off immediately, and it would be
fooner there on horfeback. <-No,"”
returned the groom; “do you, Wik
¢ liam, run over the fields with it.”
William was wanted at breakfaft ; the
groom then called Jack. When Jack
made his appearance, the hotfes under
his care were going to be bled that
very minute.—The yardman was crofl-’
ing by them; and the groom faid,
¢¢ Peter, take this letter, and run over
« the fields with it, to the White Cots
« tage.”—*“ I’m old,” faid the man,
«and never was any great runner;

¢« then:
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¢ then I have a pain in my hip befides ;
¢¢.and what would Nan Dairy fay if 1.
¢ was to leave the cows, and not carry
¢¢in the milk? why, tell the fteward
¢ mayhap, or elfe Mrs, Vincent; and
¢¢ then there would be the devil to do,
¢ and I might lofe my place. *Tis no
‘¢ bread and butter of mine; there is
« a witch lives there, and I would not
¢ go near the place for fomething,
¢¢ that I would not.”

The captain’s man was returning
from airing his charger. ¢ Do, good
« Thomas,”” faid the groom, ¢ ride
¢¢ that horfe- to .the White Cottage;
¢ .cany this note, and bring back an
s¢ anfwer.”’—¢¢ This horfe,” faid Tho-
mas, “is not to be hack’d about;
¢¢ but let me have another, and I will
¢ be, there and back in a twinkling.”’—
¢ Mayhap upon a broomftick,” faid

the
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the yardman, “ for a witch lives there.”
—< Then I’ll go of no fuch errands,”
replied Thomas. ¢ What, a foldier and
¢ afraid !”’ faid the groom ; * you muft
* be a fine fellow indeed !”’—=<¢ I’m not
s fearful of French nor Spaniards,”

- faid Thomas; ¢ but witchcraft is fuch
¢ a thing! what would weapons fignify
‘¢ againit her ! no more than a ftraw o
«a rulhn”

A boy about ten years old making
his appearance, ¢ Where are you
< going ?” faid the groom.—< To Naa
¢ Dairy, for a little milk. My lady
_ % bid my mother fend every morning”
—¢ Can you run?’ faid the groom.
Yes, he could beat all the boys in the
parith at that.— Can you run. to the
¢ White Houfe and back, by the time
¢ the abbey clock ftrikes eight?’—
Yes, if he might go through the park.

¢ Well,
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“ Well,” faid the groom, ¢ I will
¢ give you this penny, and Peter will
“ take your jug to the dairy; mind
“ that you give this paper to an old
“ woman who lives there, and bring
“another back; and if you fhould
“ chance to fee any of the keepers, tell
¢ them [ fent you.”’ ‘

¢¢ Surely,” faid the captain’s man,
¢ fhe won’t bewitch the child.”—
v What if the do, Tom ?*’ anfwered the
groom, - ¢ it will not hurt us.”—* I
¢¢ with I had gone myfelf,” faid Tom.—
¢ I wifh you had,” replied the groom;
¢ it would have faved a penny in my
® pocket.”—< I fhall be uneafy all my
«.life” faid Tom, ¢ if he comes to
% any harm. [ wifh the note had been
¢ fent by the captain, for then I myf#
¢ have gone ; I muf? have obeyed orders
& or have been fhot,”>—¢¢ The devil you
. 1 muﬁ ”
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*“ muft,” replied the groom ; “and yet,
¢ as much a man of valour a8 youare,
¢ you dare not face an okd woman.”

“ But I dare face you,” faid Tem,
knocking down the groom ; “ and that
¢“is my anfwer.” The groom lay
_{prawling upon the ftones with his face
bloody, roaring out that he was half-
murdered, when the boy came back
breathlefs, and faid, that he could not
get over the park pales. ¢ Now,”
fighed the groom, ¢ how I am to get
¢¢ this note to the old hag, I know ne
“ more than the dead.”—¢ Let me
¢ have a horfe,” faid Tom.— Take
¢ Lively,” returned the groom.—Tom
mounted without a faddle, and was out
of fight in a minute. ¢ The devil go
« with you,” faid the groom, wiping
his face; «I with the witch may fly
¢ away with you for a hard-fifted rafcal.”

When
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W"hen the note was delivered, ¢ What

< goodnefs and humanity muft this
¢ family poflefs,” faid the witch to
herfelf, ¢ to confider an obje& like
“ myfelf worth their attention!”

- The anfwer was written, and Tom
returned. ¢ Who is to take care of
¢ that -horfe that you have rode fo
“ hard ?* faid the groom.—*¢ Myfelf,”
replied Tom ; ¢ and do you carry this
¢ note into the houfe.”’—The groom
* bung his head, and walked flowly and

relu&antly into the houfe. The note
~ was given to lady Harrington, and con-
tzuned thefe words:

: ¢ The ebject qf lady Harrington’s at-
8 temtion wnd charity will be ready to
¢ await upon, and thank ber ladyfbip and
&% family, when they do ber the bonaur q‘
‘s¢ jéndmg » ..

¢ Order
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¢ Order the black palfrey and the
¢ captain’s horfe to be at the White
¢ Cottage by eleven,” faid lady Har-
rington.

The fervingman to whom thefe or-
ders were given met Bridget. ¢ The
¢ witch is coming here,” faid the man.
¢¢ Heavens forbid !” replied the waiting-
gentlewoman: ¢ what can have be-
¢ witched my lady to fuffer fuch a.
¢ thing ?”—¢ Her own palfrey is or-
¢ dered to fetch the hag.”’—< Then
¢¢ they are all as fure as can be quite
¢¢ lunatic. Well, I have wifhed and
¢« wifhed a hundred times, that we had
¢ never come to this horrible place; for’
“if you go on the outfide on’t by
“ moonlight, there are fo many ins
¢ and outs, that the very flones feem
¢ to frown at one, and I am ready
¢ to die with fear, Then the bats

< flutter,
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¢ flutter, and the owls keep fuch a
¢¢ hooting, and the nightingales fhrick-
¢¢ ing and jugging all night; and all
¢« day long we hear nothing but fwal-
¢¢ lows and martins twittering. I would
¢ rather by half hear the London cries,
< -becaufe there is nothipg to fright one,
« and always fomething to fee.”’—¢ I
¢ can’t help it,” faid the man; ¢ but I
< fhall be very civil to her, and fo muft
¢ you too, orit will be the worle for us
« both ; for them there creatures are as
¢ malicious as monkies.”’

¢ There muft,” faid Mifs Harring-
ton, after reading -the note, « be
«¢ fomething very fingular in the old
"« woman’s ftory.”’—¢¢ Perhaps nof,”
returned my lady. ¢ People feel the
¢ evils of life differently; there are
¢¢ thofe who fuffer exceflively, yet are
¢ too proud of heart to complainj
¢ whereas
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¢ whereas many poor wretches are
¢¢ whining and plaguing all their friends
« with foolifh accounts of their mifhaps,
¢ and miferies, which are of no confe-
s« quence either to themfelves or to their
¢ hearers.”—< Their friends muft be
¢ prodigioufly obliged to them,” faid
- Matilda; ¢ for fuch narratives muft be
¢ wonderfully entertaining.”—<< There
¢ i3 fomething in felf,” returned lady

Harrington, ¢ fo extremely imterefting

¢ to ourfelves, that many individuals

¢ fancy every thing in which they are

«“ concerned mult equally concern

¢ others.”

« The witch is come, my 4ady,”
faid a fervingman. <1 do not like her
¢ being called by that name,”” obferved
lady Harrington; ¢ fay, the perfon
¢ from the Cottage.” The man had feen

her, and had never beheld any thing fo
I frightful.
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frightful. He then faid, grinning, < the
< perfon’ from the White Cottage is
¢¢ corhe upon your ladythip’s palfrey to
< wait upon you, and the captain is
<t with heér; they are in the library.”—
*¢ Shew herin here,”” was the anfwer.

She entered. ¢ This is my mother,
“ madam,” faid ‘the captain. ¢ Iam
¢ fo much obliged to your ladyfhip,”
faid the witch, ¢ to all your family,
“«and particularly to this gentleman,
s¢ that it is not in the power of words
s to exprefs my thanks.”——¢c I beg,”
replied lady Harrington, ¢ that you
* would take a {feat.” The witch fat
down extremely agitated, looked round
-her, and at laft faintedi—Lady Har-
rington called aloud for Vincent and
Bridget. [The latter was very near,
for reafons that curiofity may account
for.] A jug of water was ftanding by

voL. 11, E - fome



74 THE WITCH, AND THE

fome flower-pots, which had been juft
filled; Matilda took it and fprinkled
her face. ¢ Open the window, Bridget,”
faid Mifs Harrington. Bridget was
too confufed to underftand any thing;
but fnatching the jug fuddenly from
Matilda, acrofs the witch, turned.the
whole contents over her face, which
made her figh as if returning to life.
¢ Take this handkerchief,” faid lady
Harrington; ¢ you have drowned’
¢ her.”—¢ No,—yes, my lady,” re
turned Bridget, and began to rub her
face wet as it was ; but the moment after
the exclaimed, * Gracious me, I fhall
« die!”” and fell upon the floor. The
captain, without attending to Bridget,
took out his handkerchief, and, wiping
the ftranger’s face, faw that the colour
came off. He continued wiping, and
found a good florid complexion. He
then faid, ¢ Permit me to affift you to

¢ the
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* the window ; the air will relieve you;”
then taking a chair, he feated her with
her face to the light.—Bridget was ftill
lying with her hands clinched and foam-
ing at the mouth, when Mrs. Vincent
and the other fervants came and carried -
her away. The captain then addrefling
his mother faid, ¢ See, madam, how
“ much the air of the Abbey has im.
¢¢ proved this perfon.”

Lady Harrington directed her eyes to.
wards her, feemed furprized, fat down,
got up, and looked at her again. ‘At that
mftant. certain received ideas of the
power of witches took entire poffeflion
of her imagination.—* In the name of
w every thing holy,” fhe exclaimed,
' what are you? Are you an inhabit-
s¢ ant of this earth, or a phantom that
s deccives my fight with the idea of a
¢ departed friend ?”—Then, feeming to
' 1 ¥ recollet
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recolle® herfelf, fhe- cried, ¢ Avaunt,
“nor by your diabolical arts torture
“‘me, by taking a refemblance of my
¢ dear. Matilda Devereux.” Nature
could fupport it no longer, and fhe
fainted. Mifs Harrington funk into-a
chair ; Matilda trembled ; the witch ex-"
plained to the captain who fhe was;"
and by their affiftance, and the aid of a’
fmelling-bottle, lady Harrington feemed
returning to life, when the captain
condufted the ftranger into another
room.

Lady Harrington- burft into tears,
and atked for my lord. He had ridden
out.—* Oh, my children!” fhe faid
mournfully, ¢ I muft leave you; I
¢ have feen a phantom fo like my once.
¢ loved friend, that I think I am called
¢“away to another world. Her eyes
¢ feem to have loft their luftre, and the

¢¢ beautiful
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‘¢ beautiful expreflion of her counte-
*¢ nance is flown; yet {till there was a
¢¢ benignity of look.—Why, beloved
¢ fhade! why not {peak to your Iabel-
“la? Alas, I prevented it; for I re-
¢ colle& a mift came before my eyes as
*« I pronounced Matilda Devereux, and
¢ you vanifhed I

- Her daughtersand the captain, feeing
her recovered, explained by degrees
the canfe of her terror; begged that
fhe would compofe herfelf; and when
the could bear the fight of her.friend,
they would introduce *her. The cap-
tain then thewed her a ring, with this
motto: To the memory of a beloved fon.
¢ It muft be my friend Matilda Deve-
reux,” faid lady Harrington; ¢ this
¢ ring was given her by my mother, as
¢ a remembrance of my brother Wil-
¢ liam, who. gallantly fell in the Low

E3 ¢ Countries.
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« Countries. I beg that I may fee her;
I am now prepared to meet her.”

Lady Matilda was led in by the cap-
tain; and her reception was fuch as
might be expefted after fo many years
feparation.

Lady Matilda foon recovered her
fpirits, and faid, <My dear lady Har.
* rington, time is a cruel deftroyer.
"¢ You loft in me a young friend, and
¢ now find me an old one. I look like
¢¢ the mother of your Matilda Deve-
¢ reux; but I am an old maid, and
¢ cannot afpire to that honour.”

A thoufand queftions were afked, and
few anfwers returned. The young
people, who had been almoft in defpair,
fearing their mother might lofe her
fenfes, recovered themfelves; and lady

Harring-.
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Harrington wanting to know every
thing at once, lady Matilda faid, “To
¢ you, my dear friend, the hiftory of
¢ my life may be interefting; but on
¢ account of its length, it would be
_¢¢ tirefome to hear it told. I have put
¢ jt upon paper; it was an amufement
¢ to me during the wintér in my re.
¢¢ tirement ; and if I had died, it might
¢ have reached you. But I was un.
#¢ confcious of being in your neigh-
¢ bourhood, nor did I know that you
.% had married lord Harrington. You -
& will find my reafons for cancealment
% in my narrative.—I am now happy.
¢ Life is fhort ; and I will not tarnith -
“ my prefent joy by a painful recol.
¢ lection of paft forrows.”

~ ¢ I am exceedingly happy, dear lady
¢ Matilda, that you ftill preferve that
¢ cheerfulnefs which you were ever fo
. E4 “ loved



« family.” e

« A juft rebuke, my friend: this is

“ my eldeft daughter, Elizabeth; and

¢ this my youngeft, Matilda; this my-
s youngeft fon, who is captain.of a
< troop of horfe; and my eldeft will,
¢« 1 hope, foon be here to pay his re-
: : ¢ fpelts
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- fpeds to you.”—<¢ Your daughters
¢ are fine young women, lady Harring-
¢ ton; your fon, if I may be allowed
¢ to tell fortunes, will in due time be
¢ a general ; and I truft that all of them
* will prove bleflings to you.”’—¢ My
¢ lord is coming up,” faid Elizabeth.
“ Do not tell him whoIam,” faid lady
Matilda; I never faw him but twice,
¢.and yet I retain the idea of him.”
My lord entered, and the perfon from.
the Cottage was prefented to -him.—
¢ You muft think me very impertinent, .
¢ madam,” faid my lord, ¢ for breake.
‘“ing in upon your retirement; but
¢« the ridiculous notions of the country.
‘« people concerning witchcraft obliged:
¢ ys to intrude.”—< What your lord.
¢¢ fhip terms intrufion, I confider as the
« moft fortunate event of my life,” re.
plied lady Matilda.

£S5 " ¢ 1have
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¢ I have a letter, lady Harrington,’”
faid my lord ; ¢ but am unable to de-
¢ cide whether it will give you pleafure
¢ or pain. It comes from a friend in
% London, and informs me of lord
¢ Montacute’s death. Having no near
« relations, he has devifed all his pof-
¢ feflions, which are very extenfive, to
¢ the friend of your heart, lady Ma-
< tilda Devereux.”—* That would be
¢ charming news, my lord, could we
¢ but find her.”—*1 would not wifh"
*¢ to flatter you,” faid he, ¢ upon this
¢ occafion ; but I think fthe muft be in
« a better world.”—¢¢ Do you remem-
« ber her?” faid Elizabeth. << I have
¢ only an idea,” he replied, ¢ of the
¢ fineft woman I ever faw. She was
¢ taller than you, I-think, Matilda;
« very finely fhaped; had dark ex-
« preflive eyes, and a bruneite com-

: ¢¢ plexion,
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‘¢c plexion. Now, ladies, as it is
¢ fome years fince I faw her, I hope:
¢ you will allow that my memory has
% not loft the impreffion fhe made.”—

¢ You have painted her admlrably,
~ faid lady Harrington.

The captain entered with his bro-
ther, who looked for fome time very
attentively at Jady Matilda; then turn-
ing to his mother, *“I think, madam,
¢ that lady is fo like a miniature you
¢ value, that I cannot help gazing at
¢ her.””—¢« I with we could find the
¢ original,” faid lady Harrington.—
« You have not anfwered your letter,
“my lord, concernihg lord Monta-
¢¢ cute? and beforg you do, let me in-
¢t troduce my dear long loft friend,,
¢t lady Matilda Devereux.” My lord
ftarted, and the young people fmiled..
1 fhall now, madam,” faid my lord,
- EG. - “ anfwer

]
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« anfwer the letter immediately, as it
¢ will have fuch happy intelligence to
¢ convey; and permit me to congn-
¢ tulate you upon this good fortune.”—
¢« Fortune, my lord,” returned lady
Matilda, ““is no acquifition compared
¢ to the being reftored to thefe valuable
« friends ; and I now think my good
st fortune complete without the addi-
¢ tion of lord Montacute’s.”

Mrs. Bridget had feen the black pal-
frey pacing flowly towards the abbey,
and hid herfelf in a corner near the
fcreen in the hall, where fhe took 2
peep at the witch, and fhuddered at her
uglinefs; and when that part of her
curiofity was fatisfied, fhe withed to
hear in what manner a witch would
talk; for that purpofe fhe put her
ear as clofe as poffible to the key-hole
of the library door; and when fhe
heard her ladies in diftrefs involuntarily

came
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came in; but was in fuch dreadful con.
fufion when the water was overthrown,
as has been related, and at finding the
witch had two fkins, as fhe termed it,
one over the other, that it confirmed
her being, as fhe faid, a witch indeed.
She was then carried to her apartment
and put to bed, where fhe foon reco-
vered the ufe of her fpeech ; for feeing
the upper houfemaid, « Am I alive in-
“ deed, Betty?’ faid fhe.—¢ Yes,”
faid Betty, ¢ and alive-like. 'What has
“ been the matter with you, for I never -
“ faw you in fuch a taking in my
¢ life ’—<¢ It was furprifing,” faid
Bridget, ¢ that I was not flown away.
“ with ; for the witdl, pretended to
¢ faint, the ladies called for me, and I
¢ fhook and was in fuch a twitter, that
¢¢ I fluiced a whole jug of water over
¢¢ her face. My lady gave me her nice
¢ cambrick handkerchief to wipe it off 5

¢ as
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e as ill luck would have it, that dropped
¢t into the flop; f{till my lady bade me
¢ wipe her dry ; and not knowing what
<] was about, I began rubbing with
e« the handkerchief all wet as it was;
“and fo with rubbing, the fkin came
« off juft like an eel’s, and under it
¢“was red. This fcared me; for;
¢ thinks I to myfelf, the next fkin the
‘ Devil will have muft be of his' own
¢ colour, which fright threw me into
¢ fits.”—¢ Are you fure a fkin came off ?
¢ are you fure of it "’ faid Betty. ¢« As
¢ fure as that you fit there; forit ftuck
¢ upon the handkerchief as thick as
¢ could be.”—¢« T am afraid,” faid
Betty, ¢ you were liftening, and liften-
““ ers mever get any good.”—¢ I did
“ liften ; but I heard nothing extraor-
¢ dinary, till one of them cried out
« that fhe was fainting, and another
¢ called me, and ran to the door; fo I

¢ was
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¢ was forced to go in, or old Scratch
¢¢ fhould have had me before I would
¢ have gone near them-in fuch com.
¢'pany. Well, nothing fhall make me
¢ ftay in this houfe, for the witch will
«¢ be fpiteful to me for rubbing off her
¢ fkin. I love the family dearly, to be
“Yure; but I love my life better.”’—
€. Why you had better by half ftay,”
faid Betty; ° for only think, if you
¢ were to go threefcore miles off, it is
“‘but a-ftep for @ witch upon a broom-
¢ ftick ; and as you have friends here,
¢ it i3 ten to one that fhe will not take
¢¢'any notice of you for rubbing the fkin: -
¢¢ off her frightful vifage.”

My lord informed his correfpondent,
that lady Matilda Devereux was in his
houfe, ready when called upon to iden-
tify herfelf; and that lady Harrington

-t had
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Lady Matilda received a fummons to
prove her title; my lord and lady
offered to accompany her; the latter,
howevet, the declined, as Mifs Harring-
ton was ill with the fmall-pox, which,
though very favourable, wanted care.
¢ No, my dear lady Harrington, I will
¢ not take you from your daughter; if
¢ you will permit my lord, his eldeft
¢ fon, and Matilda, to accompuny me,
“1am then unreafonable enough; my
_* favourite the captain cannot leave his
‘¢ regiment, but you will come up to us
“ when your daughter is perfeily re.
¢ covered. I will leave a pacquet upon
“ my table, wherein you will find my
« hiftory. Early in the morning we
« fet out for London; do not difturb
¢¢ yourfelf, therefore. Adieu, and I
¢< hope we fhall foon meet again.”

Next
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Next morning lady Harrington found
the papers mentioned ; and a note writ-
ten the evening before began thus.
¢ My dear lady Harrington, when the
¢ inclofed was written, I had no idea
¢ of being fo happy as ever to have feen -
¢ you again. I wrote it in hopes that -
¢ it might reach you when I' was no
¢ more. The world has not, perhaps,
¢ been lenient to me; but 1 hope the
¢« contents of this pacquet will prove to
“ you, that I have not done any thing
¢ to forfeit the good opinion with which
‘¢ you formerly honoured me.”

“ Will you permit me, madam,” faid
the captain, *to read a portion of this
*¢ narrative to you and my fifter every
¢ day ?’—¢¢ I thank you, John,” faid
lady Harrington, “in a day or two we
¢ will begin.”—¢ You do not, my dear

‘ madam,
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¢ madam, feem fo impatient as I ex-
¢ pected you would have been upon this
¢ occafion.”—*No,” faid lady Harring-
ton, ‘ my mind at prefent is fo occu-
¢ pied by the delightful idea of having
¢ found my friend, that I have no place
¢ for any thing elfe. My head is not
¢ ufed to events of this fort; I cannot
¢ be all joy one moment, and all for-
% row the next; for I believe my mind
-¢ i3 too flow to be cither extremely
. -¢¢ clated or deprefled. This unexpeéted
‘% meeting has fo much raifed my fpi-
¢ rits, that it will take fome time to
"¢ bring me to my natural tone again.” —
‘In two days after this the captain began
*fo read

- THE HISTORY OF MATILDA
DEVEREUX.
¢ When you left me, my dear Ifa-
¢ bella, to return to court, I was not
’  happy,



92 THE WITCH, AND THE

¢ happy, and endeavoured to fix my
““ mind t> come to you; but your fitu-
¢« ation with the queen made me con-
¢ clude, that the daughter of Eflex,
¢ her once-loved Effex, would be an
¢ unwelcome fight to her; and I was
¢ too proud at that time to appear
* in any chara&er but my own. Lady
¢« Coniers treated me, not ill indeed,
¢ but with a kind of inattention. that
« was extremely difgufting ; and would
¢ frequently fay, * Have I not takem
¢ you into my houfe, am I not your
¢ prote&tor ! if it were not for me,
‘¢ where could you go? You cannot fly
“ to your dear Ifabella; for if the in-
¢¢ exorable old queen were to know that
«a drop of the blood of Effex re.’
¢ mained, would fhe not fhed it? Hap-
¢ py are you under my roof. You feem
¢ to fcorn my fon’s love ; but he is a
¢ fool in that refpe@, and I have other

“ views
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*¢ yiews for him. It would be the
¢¢' death of me to fee him your hufband;
¢ your five hundred pounds a-year can-
“¢'not be any objeét to him,”

¢ do not wifh to marry your fon,
¢ lady Coniers; I would not with to
< offend you; permit me to be in your
*¢ houfe; letme remain in quiet; I donot
¢ with to mix with your company ; only
‘¢ let mie have my hotfe, my little gar-
¢den; and my apartment to myfelf ; I
¢ require nothing more.” —* Well, Ma.
¢ tilda, well ; and all I require of you.
“in return is, not to matry my fon.””
¢ I promifed faithfully that I would not.
¢ ——As I was amhufing myfelf one day in
 my garden, her fon came to me. ¢ La-
« dy Matilda,” faid he, «¢ why Will you
« refufe me? I love you with the great-
« eft affeCtion. With your fortune-and
% mine, we might live very comfort- -

s T ¢« ably H
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‘ ably; I am not extravagant, and you
« feem to be quite otherwife.”’—<¢ Your
« fortune, fir,” I replied, ¢ is very
¢ large ; mine fufficient for myfelf.”—
“ Who told you, lady Matilda, that
“my fortune was large?”’—< Your
< mother.””—¢ Ah, my mother,” he
replied, ¢ will ruin me every way.
¢ What am I ? a very blockhead ; not
¢ better than the fellow who rubs
¢ my horfes heels. It is true I can
“ read and write; but I have only been
<¢taught by the fchoolmafter of the
¢¢ parith ; I have not had the education
“ of a gentleman ; I know nothing. I
¢ can indeed ride a hunting as well asa
‘“ groom; I can fly a hawk, and am a
** tolerable judge of a greyhound; but
““ I feel my inferiority when I am with
‘¢ other young men; then I am mifera-
“Dble; I find myfelf their butt on
““ account of my ignorance; it is not
({9 my
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<< my fault, however ; here I am two-
<¢ and-twenty, and know nothing. My
<t mother has not given me a chance of
« being any thing but a blockhead.
¢ You have had the education of a
¢ gentlewoman, and are the fole obje&
¢ of my affetions. Oh, lady, if you
¢ would but take me as I am, I would
« put myfelf under your guidance, and
¢« endeavour to be what the fon of
¢ fir William Coniers ought to be. I
« feel fuch refpect for my mother, that
¢« I would not offend her in any other
¢ way; and I can affure you, notwith-
¢ ftanding what fhe fays, the would re-
¢ joice to fee you her daughter:in-law
¢ to-morrow. My mother has not al-
¢ ways accuftomed herfelf to fpeak the
¢ truth ; but you fhall never hear any
¢ thing elfe from my lips. As to my
¢ fortune, I know not what it is. I
<« have enquired of the tenants here,
¢« and



- ¢ fuch an impreflion upon me, that the
¢'idea of having a daughter left to the
¢¢ wide world, asI had been, abfolutely

" ¢« determined me againft it.”’—<¢ Yet,:

< Jady Matilda, I am your friend ; if I

¢¢ am not a companion for you now,.I"

¢ may be. Believe me to have an ho»

“ neft heart, and allow me to be your

¢ friend.”—¢ You know my refolu.

§ tiom
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¢ tion,. Mr. Coniers, with regard to
¢< myfelf ; and remember that lady Co-
¢ niers has higher views for yau.”—
¢¢ Are not-you an earl’s daughter?
¢« What can the expeét? No, lady Ma-

¢ tilda; that is only my mother’s talk.
¢ Would fhe have bred me up as the
-¢¢ has done, if fhe had higher views for
‘“me? No; from my foul I believe that

. ¢ fhe would be happy were I to marry
.% a village girl as ignorant as myfelf,

- that fhe might rule us both. I have
“.only one friend in the world, and that
-$¢is old lord Savage, whom my mother
¢ is making up to.  He is not much
¢ better as to education than I am, but
€¢ a, great deal cunninger, I can fee
«< that. He perfuades my mother to
=% let me go to court arrd get knighted ;
* and then 1 am to go for Ireland to fee
* amay eftates; and he tells me that I
axaay go fafe enough, for it is at a
WV OL. 1L F ¢ great
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# great diftance from Tyrone.. Oh,
« lady Matilda, I think I' will go to
¢ court, and thence to Ireland; peti-
¢ tion the lord deputy to give me'a
¢¢ commiffion, and with the reft of my
¢ brave countrymen oppofe the rebel
¢ Tyrone. As a foldier, I fhall bt
« fomething ; as it is, I am nothing.<
“ Remember me, lady Matilda, as &
¢¢ friend ; if you will but recolle& Ct-
¢ piers as a friend, my arm, while up-
« lifted againft the encmies of ‘my
-¢¢ country, will be ftrengthened, when
] recolle® the name of Matilda De-
¢ vereux as my friend.”

¢ I had no averfion, no obje&ion fo

¢ Coniers; but I detefted his mother.
‘¢ He was a fine-grown young man, with
¢ an honeft heart, was good tempered,
¢ and had common fenfe ; but, as he al-
¢¢ lowed, his education was not much
¢.above
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¢ above that of his grooms. He went to
¢¢ court; came back fir William ; and

s¢ great preparations were made for hxs
se gomg to Ireland.

¢ Returning one evening from lady

¢ Corbet’s, I met him ; he feemed much
<¢ agitated, and faid, “ I do not expect
¢ gver.-to be any thing more to yoti
¢ than a friend, but. I muft fpeak to
. % you in private ; fhall it be in the gar-
¢ den, or your own apartment ?’—
.%.What you have to fay, fir William,
“ may be faid on horfeback.”—¢ No,
¢ the fervants will hear; make fome
& excule, andalight.”—1I pretended my
_ . ¢ horfe went lame, and alighted ; he did
¢ the fame, faying, < You fhall not walk
< by yourfelf.” He feemed mufing
¢« for fome time, then, turning quick,
¢ faid, ¢ Lady Matilda, fwear to me fo-
_ < lemaly, that you will never reveal
F2 ¢: what
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¢ what I am going to tell you; fwear
«jie.” I ftood.like a ftatue. ¢ You
¢ muft do it,” faid he, in a very de-
< termined tone of voice. * Your fe-
« crecy concerns yourfelf, and, unfortu-
< nately, me too.”” I promifed ; I fwore.

<« He then took from his pocket fome
< letters directed to his mother. < Here,
¢ madam, here are proofs againft a
<« perfon whom I ought to love, whom
¢« I did love with the greate(t affeCtion ;
¢ but now my heart abhors her. Why
¢ was I taught reading ? had I been ig-
« norant of that, her vices, her cruel-
¢ ties would not have hurt me. I
« might have followed thé hawk or the
‘¢ hound, married fome one like my-
¢ felf, and pafled my life contentedly.”

¢ The firft letter was from lord Sa-
“¢ vage, wherein he told her, thatif the
“ could
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'¢¢ could but get rid of her booby fon by
¢¢ fending him to Ireland, he would mar-

¢ ry her ; that he had put things in fuch
¢ a train, that he fhould be landed in

¢¢ a place where Tyrone would take him

‘¢ for a fpy, and that they never fhould

¢¢ be troubled with the blockhead more.

% The other was from lord Montacute,

¢ urging herto take me off by poifon,

¢ for which he would give her a thou-

¢¢ fand pounds, The letter hinted, that

¢ there had been a negotiation upcn the
¢ bufinefs before; and he was fure it

* would be grateful to the queen; he

-¢¢ then added,* I deteft the blood of EI- .

Tex as much, nay, perhaps, more
% than fhe does.”—At reading thefe
“ letters, I was; aftonithed; I did not
“ fuppofe that human nature could have
‘“ been fo depraved. '

F3 « Have



% him, and, his ftrength being fpent,
¢¢ he could not leap the park pales. "I
¢¢ held him roughly ; at laft he confeffed
¢ that he had letters for lady Coniers,
¢ which were given him by a perfon
~ ¢ whom he did not know, and that he
“ was to receive' a rew:r]l when he
« brought back the anfwers. I gave -
: o ' - < him



+ MAID OF HONQUR. - 103

-% him money, and told him to de-
¢¢ liver them the next night, as I would
$¢ return them to him in the fame place
¢ this evening. Lady Matilda, I am fick
¢ of life; but I with to preferve your’s.
«] go for Ireland to-morrow morning.
% Let me entreat you once more to fly.
$¢ Not with me, wretch that I am in
¢ having fuch a mother; yet, cruel as

. ¢ fhe is, fhe is flill my mother. Pack
¢ up your money and jewels, lady Ma-

_# tilda, in the fmalleft compafs poflible 3

. ¢ I will come back to-morrow,night at

_$¢ twelve o’clock alone ; I have the key

¢ of the ftable, and will faddle two

_ ¢ of your horfes for you and Mary.

$¢ Meet me, on foot, at the great. oak

¢ on the outfide of the park, by the
¢¢ private gate; thur it hard, and
$¢you fhall hear me whiftle. Thefe

. % letters I will feal up, and return ;

¢ you now perceive, that my withing

F4 “ you

12 3
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“ you to take an oath of fecrecy was
 merely to fave my mother.”

¢ I promifed to meet him ; and he

s¢ went to feal and deliver the letters to
¢ the man in the wood. When I
¢ reached my apartment, I could not
« refrain from tears and bitter reflec-
¢ tions.—Unfortunate Matilda! unfor-
“ tunate from your birth! Oh, that
‘¢ this aching head lay peaceful un-
. ¢ der the fame cold marble with my
“ mothey!—Why fhould you fly with
¢ this man? It will but prolong a mi-
¢ ferable exiftence. Were it not bet-
¢ ter to end it yourfelf ?—I paufed—
¢« Wretch that I am, to fuffer fuchideas
¢ to poflefs my mind! I have no right
*¢ to difpofe of that which was beftowed
‘“ by a fuperior power.—Your fituation
“is terrible, furrounded by enemies
¢ who with to take your life.—But do
(13 you

»
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% you know what others fuffer? No,
¢¢ you cannot conceive the many heart-
' ¢¢ aches of this world ; therefore teach
« yourfelf to believe, that there is not
“a fingle individual who has not
~ <« hig cares and anxieties; and what
¢¢.could you have done in this fituation
¢ without money? You have that
¢¢ which, with prudence, will maintain
¢ you many years. Therefore fly with
¢¢ your friend Coniers.’ :

. ¢ Supper was announced; I fent Mary
« down with an excufe on account of
¢ a head-ach. Several perfons were at
¢¢ table with lady Coniers ; and when
¢ the meflage was delivered, fhe faid,
¢ William, T fuppofe the fair' damfel is
_ ¢ bemoaning the lofs of you; why
“ don’t you pack her up with fome of
¢-your trifles, and give her a fight of
¢ Ireland.”—He made no anfwer.
F§ ¢ When



306 THE WITCH, AND ¥HE

¢ When I informed Mary that 1
¢¢ fhould leave the houle, fre was fure
¢ I was going beyond fea. I protefted
¢ that I had no fuch intention; and
¢ even if fhe would not go with me, ¥
¢ would make her a handfome prefent
% to keep my departure fecret for 2 few
¢ days. I then hid fome pieces of gold
% upon the table. A terrible confli®
¢ arofe in the breaft of Mary. She
« muft leave Suffex, her friends, and,
« above all, her wardrobe. T promifed
¢ to reinftate the latter; and at hft, -
« after abundance of tears and fobs,
« fhe decided to follow my fortunes,
« and ferve me faithfully.

“ My jewels were packed in: the
“ fmalleft poffible compafs, and, with
¢ 2 little linen, were to be fufpended at
¢ the pommels of our faddles; the
“ money we put in our pockets; and

[ {3 the
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&< the clock - firiking twelve was the
¢ fignal for our going. Mary having
#< got the key of the private park-gate,
» we got out at the parlour window ;
»¢ and -the night was fuch as Shake.
#s fpeare beautifully defcribes in The
* Merchant of Venice.

© ' We flap’d the gate as agreed,
M heard a loud whiftle, and found fir
Mo William with the horfes under the
#s great oak. We mounted with our
9 bundles; and til that moment it
* had not entered my thoughts where
. to go, nor how to give an account of
& myfelf. This confideration made mé
& fall into very difagreeable refleions,
3 switho knowing what to decide
o wpon, At laft I faid, « Sir William,
‘8¢ 'which way are we going ? where fhall
i1 lay my head? I am now an out-
. : R | 6 ¢ caft
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¢ calt indeed!”” This ftartled him.—e
¢« Lady Matilda, we are now going from
¢ Suffex ; and I think if we travel
¢ nqrthward, you will have a better
¢ chance of avoiding danger. I know
‘¢ nothing of geography; but our horfes
« are good, and I can apfwer for their
¢ travelling a hur.dred miles in two
¢ days. My horfes and fervants are
¢« gone to Chelter, where they wait for
“ me, as I am to fail from Holyhead.”
— We may crofs Middlefex,” I re.
$¢ plied, ¢ and get into the north road at
¢ St. Alban’s; but let us enquire our
“ way as we go. I think in North«
¢ amptonthire or Leicefterthire I mighs
“be fafe. I am taking you out of
“your way fir Willam te prote&k
“ me.”’—¢ Don’t mention it, lady Ma.
* tilda; let us pafs for brother and
* fifter, and we fhall not be fufpefted.”

« We
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¢« We ftopped at a little inn to re-
<< freth out horfes, and Mary had orders
¢¢ to give an account of us by faying
¢¢ that . we were a Mr. and Mifs Yel-
¢¢ verton ; that we lived near Canter-
< bury, and were going into Northamp-
< tonfhire to fee an old aunt who was
<« dying; that we expe&ed a good
« fortune ag her death, and that our
"« fumpter horfe was ta follow with our

¢ baggage.

¢ Who is that gentleman and gers’

“ tlewoman ?”’ faid the woman of the
‘“ houfe. Mary told her flory. < Itis
« a thoufand pities they are not man’
s« and wife; for I never fet my eyes
¢ upon a more comely gentleman ; and’
«the gentlewoman is very well’—"
« Aye,” faid her hufband; 1 think’ -
< fhe is the clevereft of the two ; only’
“in my mind rather of the flighteft
« make 3



a10 THE WITCH, AND THE

¢ make; but, mayhap, fhe is not -more
¢« than fixteen or feventeen, for fhe is
«¢ fpecially well grown, and will fill out
“in a few years; fhe will then be as
¢ handfome a creature as ever was
¢ born.”” I was at that time twenty-
“ two. * You have fo good a guefs at
¢ ages,” faid Mary, « that I fhall be
* afraid you fhould mention mine.”—
% Well,”” faid the hoft, ¢ look at me;
¢« why faith you are fous-andtwenty, or
¢ thereabouts.”—¢¢ You have juft hit
¢¢ the mark,” faid Mary. )

¢ We remounted our horfes, and
% kept as much as poffible to the great
% road, when I afked fir William what
% was his final determination.—%}
¢ hope,”” faid I, “ you will not go the
% road pointed out by lord Savage;
¢ you recolle& what thofe letters told
$¢ you,”—* Yes,’” replicd he; ¢ but it
N 3 ¢¢ does
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4¢ does not fignify what becomes of me.
4} may as well die by the hands of
4¢ Tyrone as not. He may kill me for
# a fpy, ¥f he will, for I have no plea-
% fure in life. I muft leave you, lady
¢ Matilda, who are the whole joy of my
¢ life; and when I am from you what
s s William Coniers, when he is
_ % nothing to his mother, nothing to
¢ himfelf, and nothing to lady Matilda
# Devereux.” —<% You- miftake, fir
% William ; you are a man of family
¢ and fortune; and you ought to pay
* & proper refpe& to youwr fituation in
# life.””—< 1 am nething, lady Matil.
“ da, and you knew it; you know
¢ my misfortunes too well.”—¢ Then
*my friendfhip, fir William, -which
¢ you {eemed to value, is of no con-
¢¢ fequence, though I find yours of the
‘% utmoft importance to me. Yow are
¢ now charitably - guarding 2 rumaway
- _ ¢ fromy



112 THE WITCH, AND THE

¢ from deftruGtion; and beliere me
¢ fincerely, if I fhould be the" caufe
¢ of any difquiet to you, it would make
¢ me miferable. But will you, as a
¢ friend, take my advice > He nodded
¢ affent. ¢ \When we get another day’s
¢ journey over, write to your fervants,
¢¢ direct them to procezd to Holyhead,
¢ and thence to Dublin without you,
‘¢ as you expect to meet them there.
¢ \When we part, return to London,
*“ embark in the firft thip fur Ireland,
** go to tie lerd deputy, and afk him
¢ for a fubzltern’s commiiion; join
** vour regiment, and fight for your
*¢ country and properiv. It will be of
** infnite advantage to veu; it will
** give you confequence ; you will af-
** fociate with gentlemen; and, I truft,
vou will forger manv thincs which
¢ ¥OU Quglt Bt to remiember.”—<¢ 1
& will take your advice, lady Matilda;

¢ bug
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€< but diere is one thing which I can

¢ never forget, and that is your friend-
'3 ‘hip.!) -

¢ We fkirted London, and left St.
<¢.Alban’s on our right; ftill avoiding
« the great road. On the fecond day
« 1 found myfelf fatigued, and wifhed
% to reft. 'We ftopped at a little pub-
‘¢ lic-houfe, and enquired for lodgings
‘in a farm-houfe. They told us, that
¢ there was no fuch place proper for
“ us in the neighbourhood. We tra-
¢ velled ten miles farther and again
¢t enquired. The miftrefs of the houfe
¢ did not know; but a plain-drefled
¢“ man coming in, the faid,  Pray
¢ {ir, do you know of any farm-houle,
s¢ where a Tady could board and lodge ?
¢ for the maid tells me the can pay
« well; and more than that her bro-
¢ ther, fweet young gentleman! js -

¢ going
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s going to fight that wild Irith devil
¢« Tyrone, and wifhcs to leave the young
¢ gentlewoman in a fafe place.”—*1I
¢ can’t tell of any fuch place, dame,”
“ he replied ; “ but you know that I
¢ have a ftrange old rambling houfe,
¢ where I could lodge a dozen or two
¢ My great-grandfather thought we
¢ fhould have grown richer and richer
¢ every generation ; and inftead of that
‘¢ we grow poorer and poorer; not but
‘I have enough. However, I have
¢ a monftrous houfe; this you may
¢ tell the maid; and tell her further,
¢ that my name is James Green, of
¢« Thrapfton.—Is that the young gen.
¢ tleman coming out of the ftable’—
¢ Yes, fir,” faid the hoftefs. He then
“ went up to fir William, and faid,
¢ Dame White tells me, fir, that you
‘¢ want a lodging for your fifter. Iam
. a countryman, and have a large houfe

< that
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that I do not know what to do with ;
if fhe would like half a dozen rooms,
fhe is welcome. I have a wife and
daughter at home, and a fon at
Oxford.” Sir William, not well know-
ing what to fay, replied, that he was
much obliged to him; and, fhowing
him intp the room, faid, ¢ This is
my fiter.”—¢ And a fine lafs fhe is;
I will take caré of her, if my old-
fathioned place will fuit; therefore,
come and breakfaft in the morning ;
you will- then fee us all together;
confider of it, and enquire our cha-
raters.”

“1 told fir William, that I fancied
“this place would fuit me, and thought
' Icould be happy there ; for the mafter

feemed to me to be without art, or,
'what was ten times worfe, low cin-

s ning ;
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“ ning; but that we fhould fee him
¢ and the reft of the family before 1
¢¢ detcrinined.

¢ Lady Matilda,” faid fir William,
“ if this fhould not exactly do, there
“is a lady who is an abbefs at York,
« and who is, I think, a diftant relation
¢ of my father’s. I faw her fome years
« fince, and fhe faid, My good boy,
¢ Iam a relation of yours, but no great
¢ friend of your mother’s; for we
¢ think differently in every refpect.
¢ Therefore, be not furprifed that we
 have no great friendfhip for each
¢ other ; but if ever you want a friend,
¢ apply to me. This lady’s name is
‘¢ Howard. Shall I write to her, and
¢¢ tell her about you ?”—=¢¢T fhall thank
“ you,” I replied. < Then do you,
¢ lady Matilda, diCtate the letter.”
: ¢ The
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The anfwer was to be fent by the
' bearer, and dire¢ted to Mr. Grcen s,
¢ at Thrapfton.

¢ Sir William wrote to his fervants
¢ to defire that they wauld proceed to
¢ Dublin with his horfes and baggage ;
¢ and the next day we went to Thrap-
f fton Hall, where we breakfafted and
“ dined, and were fo hofpitably - re-
¢ ceived, that I was fure I fhould be
¢ agreeably fituated with them. In the
“ evening we mounted our horfes to.
¢ return to the inn.

¢ Sir William defired permiffion to

* write to me as a friend. As a friend
“ I promifed to anfwer him; but ob-
‘“ ferved, that as he knew my refolu-
“ tions, he muft expe&t nothing far-
‘ ther. I wrote to my dear Ifabella,
£ with directions how to get it to her
¢ hands;
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¢«hands; but he found that the'
¢ queen was gone upon her progrefs
¢« into Norfolk and Suffolk, and he
¢ burnt it.

¢t The next morning we parted ; fir
¢« William for London, to embark fur
¢ Ireland, and myfelf, with Mary, to
% Mr. Green’s, at Thrapfton, where we
¢« were well received. They had pre-
& pared a whole wing of the houfe for
“me; the rooms were very large;
« the furniture was magnificent but old-
«¢ fathioned, and the houfe had been
¢ kept in repair; but I believe no im-
¢ provements had been made fince its
« firft eretion. It had, however, 2
¢ gloomy magnificence about it which
¢« pleafed me extremely.

< Mrs. Green was a remarkably well-

¢ looking woman, and a woman of fa-
€< mi]y
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«- mily too, being a fifter of lord Vaux;
s¢ the was perfedtly polite and good tem.-
s¢ pered, fond of fociety, and cheer-
¢ ful. Her daughter, a pretty-girl-of
¢ eighteen, - had feen nothing of the
¢ world; but was lively and playful in
¢ her converfation, extremely ative,
% an excellent houfekeeper, and much
&« better pleafed with making pickles
« and preferves from morning till night,
¢ than with exercifing her needle, which
st fhe detefted. She would read to us,
< however, as long as we pleafed.—
« Mr. Green was an alive man of
« fifty ; did not trouble himfelf at all
% with what paffed in the world, but lived
¢ with great hofpitality; though not
_ %325 many of the country gentlemen
¢ did, for he would fay, ¢ I muft have -
% time to myfelf for refletions upon
s¢ another world, becaufe we are fure
¢ we cannot live for ever in this, and

<« we
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¢ we do not know how near the time
¢« may be for our leaving it.”” He was
¢ very ftritt in keeping his accounts,
¢ particularly with his fervants; his
« daughter and hLimfelf took every
« domeftic care from Mrs. Green,
¢ who was perfetly fatisfied with that
¢ arrangement, as the works of her
< needle were her favourite amufements,
¢ and fhe was extremely fond of being
‘“read to when fo employed. In the
¢ abfence of her daughter, therefore,
¢ fhe allowed me to entertain her. Ro-
‘¢ mances, all we could buy or borrow,
¢ were read over and over, and liftened
¢ to with great delight, for thofe were
< her favourite books.

“ Mr. Green, I believe, had not for

s« fome years looked into any book, ex-
¢¢ cept the bible or his accounts; and
“ would fometimes fay, ¢¢ They made
(11 me
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“ me fick of thofe things at Erton;
< and when I went to college I found
¢ no pleafure in them. When, there-
¢¢ fore, I became my own matfter, I
¢ threw them afide all together, for they
¢ talked to and plagued me fo much,
« that I have hated the fight of a folio
<« ever fince. I love converfation, how-
¢ ever, and delight to hear merry fto-
« ries ; but as for your tragedies and
¢ love ditties, I deteft them ; they make
4 me as melancholy as a cat; fome
« winter’s ago, when we had a deep
¢ fnow, and I could not go out for fe--
“averal days, I took up lord . Surry’s -
¢ poems, and read a great deal about
- ¢ the fair Geraldine, I believe it was;
¢ but I thought I fhould never have
< got the hetter of it '

.¢¢ Now the New Teftament comforts
¢ me; if any thing goes wrong, three’
VOL. 1I. G © $or



T 132 THE WITCH, AND THE

= or four chapters make me fqtgetmy

" & care ; -or if I am unwell, which-don’
.‘“ofwnhappen, I'can take up my own

" ® book, be as ready to die as to live, !
& and my complaints foon go off.”, He |
"% wag a great gardemer, and had the
¢ beft fruit and vegetables in the coun- g
* "¢ try ; but. flowers, he fand,were like i
E '“physandromanccs. RS ;

.~ %I petitioned to have a httle ﬂower- :

«¢ garden, which Anna and mylelf were
“ to manage; I was to teach her the
¢ florift’s art, and we had half an acre
¢ fet apart, which I walled and laid out;
¢ I then hired a man to attend my
¢t horfes, and ‘to-do the laborious work
¢ in the garden.

“ The good lady of the houfe was |
«.very .fond of flowers, but would .
¢ never ftir one ftep towards raifing
¢ them, nor ever éxprefled a with in fa-

¢ vour
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* «¢ your of them, becaufe the knew that
" <¢ Mr. Green would never trouble him-
- % felf about them. She had been very
¢ handfome in her youth, and had a
#¢ particular averfion to fun.burns and
¢ freckles ; and I never heard her give
« #¢-an order to her houfekeeper, except

-2 % to be extremely caréful how fhe
¢¢ diftilled the rofe:and elder-flower wa-

_.¢¢ ter.—She ‘was remarkable for a fine
<6 hand and arm, of which fhe was ex-
. ¢ tremely careful; and ‘when I con.
~4¢ fidered thefe things, I could not think
«¢ it wondcrful that the had no predi-
~ ¢ le&ion for the cultivation of flowers,

- ‘_“ though fond to an extreme of hav-
¢ ing them in her drawing-room; and
<< though fhe would fit for hours in
. *¢ an arbour, covered with rofes, honey-
¢ fuckles, and jafmine, enioying the
s fwveets of our labour, while Arna
< and myfelf were tying up or pruning
G2 « the
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<« the flowers. When fhe went out,
<¢ her horfe was conftantly led, for the
¢¢ exertion of guiding the animal would
¢ be a fatigue, or the bridle might
¢¢ harden her hands; and - fhe con-
¢ {tantly wore a mafk upon thefe occa-
¢ fions. She was, however, a very
¢¢ pleafant companion, and I never faw
¢ her out of temper. She was not ex-
< travagant, and I do not think any
¢¢ thing could have difturbed "the pla-
< cidity of het mind, except her work
¢¢ being fpoiled when near being finith-
“ed, or the houlekeeper’s forgetting
¢ the rofe and elder-flower water.

¢ In due time I received a letter from
¢ fir William Coniers, to inform me,
¢ that he had taken my advice ; that the
“¢ lord deputy had received him honour-
¢¢ ably, and given him a commiflion; '

" ¢¢ that his fervants and horfes had been
s¢ taken
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taken by Tyrone, but releafed again,
-and had joined him ; that he found,
upon enquiry, that his eftates had:
not been injured. by the rebels; that-
he was preparing- to fet out.with the
troops; and that he found: himfelf
happier than he had ever been. Thus
was I fatisfied upon this young man’s
account. A letter from the abbefs
at York affured me, that whenever ¥
wifhed to retire from the world, I
fhould find an afylum with her.

«“1 pafled my time very pleafantly
with. the quiet family at Thrapfton ;.
but the mafter of the houfe broke out
now and then into a kind of difcon-
‘tent. As no perfon ever oppofed.
him, and he feemed naturally good.-
tempered and eafily pleafed, I- could
no ‘way account for it, but from the -
waywardnefs of human nature.
G3 ¢« One:
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“ One winter evening we were fit- -
“ ting round the fire and reading ; Mr.
. Green had compofed himfelf to fleep
in his great armed chair; the book
“ being finifhed, we converfed fome
“time upon the fubjed, and whet
“that was exhaufted we were filent..
 Mr. Green awaked, and enquired if
% we had releafed the unhappy damfel
"« about whom fo many tears were fhed ;
« and being told that we had, anfwered,
“I am glad ‘of it; for if I had mnot
« luckily gone to fleep, I muft have
¢ cried too.”’—¢ But you have never
¢ heard my hiftory, Mifs Yelverton,
¢ nor how a fellow like me thould have
¢ come to live in fuch a great rambling
¢¢ caftle-like place ds this; and as your
¢ book is out, I will tell you.

¢ Our family were fettled here long
““ before the Conqueft; and therefore,
({3 except,.
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*¢ except, perhaps, a little dafth of Ro-
“ man, Saxon, and Danifh blood, I
« have as much of the true old Englifh.
“ 33 any man in the kingdom. How.
¢ we got on till Richard the Second’s.
¢ days I cannot exattly fay, but we had.
“ our ups and downs as well as our
¢-neighbours, and all of us have:
% been knighted, except myfelf. In
‘_‘;the days of Richard the Second, we.
¢ took the fide of Henry of Boling-
% broke (not for the fake of getting
“any thing, but my anceftors knew
¢ him perfonally). Henry, you know,.
¢« got the better, and we were in high-
¢ eftimation in his.and his fon’s reign..
“ We had five good manors given us
« for our fervices, and ftill kepton the:
¢ fame fide, fometimes up and then
“ down again, till Edward the Fourth
¢ was king, and then fome of our eftates
« were confifcated ; but not fo many as

G4 £t
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“ to do us any great harm. The next
‘ heir, which was my great-grand.
“ father, marrying an heirefs, built this
¢ place; and he was a friend of Rich-
¢ mond’s at the battle of Bofworth,
¢« where Humpback was flain. We loft
¢ by this bufinefs, as we had been at
< great expence in raifing and main-
¢ taining a regiment, and received no-
< thing ; for the king kept the confif-
«¢ cated eftates to himfelf, wifely enough
¢ I think, as by that means he gave his
¢« friends no reafon to complain, for he
< treated them all alike. But my great-
¢ grandfather always lived in high ftate
¢ and eftimation, and died at the be-
¢ ginning of Henry the Eighth’s reign,
¢ when my grandfather, a hare-brained -
¢ coxcomb, could think of nothing .
¢ better than going to France with .
¢ Henry to meet the French king. This .
¢ fellow fpent two, nay three manors

¢ upon
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‘upon his own and his followers backs,
*-and returned not a whit wifer, but a-
¢ great deal poorer.—Then my father:
“ marriéed a handfome young woman,.
“ who was my mother. She was:
“:very extravagant perfon, and had a
< little good blood in her veins: too,.
“ though not a. penny in her pocket ;.
“ but mind, I allege nothing againft
‘ her but her-extravagance. She had:
- ¢ a manor left her by my father, poor
‘“man !in her own difpofal ;: and what:
. “~did fhe do, but fpend every farthing of.
. it injunketting and fine clothes. So.
«you fee there were four: [calling
““over their names upon bis fingers]:
« good manors-gone. -If they had been.
¢¢ fought away inch by inch, or loft by-
- #:-any misfortune, or divided by: having.:
¢ large families, it would not have:
" « yexed me; but for four or five gene..

“ ratmns back we have had only one-
G5 ¢ fon.:
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« fon till this prefent time, and I have
% two children. I have yet a good
& eftate, it is true, which'l do not live
¢ up to; and I refide in this great hoyfe
¢« becaule I was born here; I love it
* and would not leave it on any ac-
¢ count;. but -the pride and pleafure
¢ of my life would be, to get my four
¢« manors back again ; for which reafon
¢ I am bagging up my money, in. cafe
¢“any of them fhould come to be
¢ fold."

« But you do not recollet, my dear
¢ Mr. Green,” faid his wife, < that
¢ my fortune bought two of .them
¢ back.”—*¢ Odlo, fo it did,” he re-
plied ; “well, 1 did not think of that
« faith; then there remain two loft,
¢ and two of the beft and moft conve.
¢ nient, for they join the home eftate ;
¢ and if I could but get them back

“ again,
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« agam, I fhould.be. the happleft fellow.
¢ living.”’

"« WHhy will you; my dear fir, fret:
¢ yourfelf,” I afked.. ¢ You .acknow-
¢ ledge that you.have more than you:
“ {fpend ; and believe me, .if you . could.
¢ to-morrow purchafe the iand you.
¢ with, yet fuch.is the imperfeGtion of
¢ human nature, that you would want -
¢more. 1 have heard tHat every per--
¢ fon wants ten thoufand marks.”—
« Well, and I believe ten thoufand:
“marks, with what I have, would pur-
¢ chafe them.”—* But could you, if

¢ you had them, lay. your hand upon.
¢ your heart, and fay, I'am contented,"
«I am happy”—¢ To be fure F
“ could, my good lafs,”" was his.reply..

“But, my dear fir, let me caft up:
¢ what you. poffefs; firft, you do- not
: 6.6 ¢ want:
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“ want money; you have your farm,
 your garden, your horfes, of which
“ you are extremely fond. Have you -
¢ not an amiable wife, fon, and daugh-
<« ter *—If you have too much time,
.% why do you not hawk, fith, and follow
¢ the fetting dog 7 You like this place
“ better than any fpot in the world ;
¢ you have a large domain for your
« field fports ; you are beloved by your
« neighbours, and have excellent
¢ health ; but you want oppofition ; for
¢ inftance, if a litigious attorney were
¢ to fettle in the neighbourhood——’
¢ — T would fend him to the devil di-
< re@ly,” he replied; * if fuch a ve-
- nomous creature were to come within
“ten miles of us, myfelf and my
“ neighbours would be ruined inevi-
‘“ tably. As to me, I fhould be quite
% crazy.”

¢ Then,
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« Then, my dear fir, value your.
¢ happinefs; for I really never heard
“-of any man being in pofleffion of fo
“¢ much as yourfelf.”

“ But is it not very provoking, my
<« dear Iafs, that we fhould lofe fo much
¢ of our land in fo foolith a manner? I
¢ am fure that if there were fuch a thing
“as a ghoft, my gteat-grandfather
¢ who built this place would have
¢ hurled half the battlements of it at
“ his booby fon’s head, for having
. fooled away hi$ money in finery for
“ France, fhoeing his horfes with.
< filver, and fticking feathers in his
¢ noddle, for I am fure nature ftuck no-
 brains there, the more the pity for
« thofe who came after him! And
. « there was my mother too, my lady
¢ mother ; fhe muft be for ever jaunting
& about, and could. not ride three miles

: ¢ forfooth
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< forfooth without having four or five:
“ men in green after her with filver.
¢t badges, and a young damfel or two.
‘“to attend her, upon palfreys with.
¢ handfome furniture and trappings.
«¢ That was the way her money went;
¢ and then fhe ufed to be fo delighted.
« when. folks faid, There goes queen.
¢ Green, which was the nickname the.

199

¢ was known by !

“ You always mention your mother.
¢« fo difrefpetfully.!” faid Mrs. Green.
¢ What does it matter how fhe fpent
¢ her money ? it was her own.”’—If
‘I do mention her difzefpe&fully, my.
“ dear wife, it is only among friends;.
¢ for I would knock down. any man
« who fhould dare to fay. a thing to her.
¢ difcredit.—But I have a right; and
“let me tell you, it was a great mifs
¢ fortune that fhe had it.in her power

(13 ta-
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¢ to play the foolk”—< Qh, we have
 enough, my dear Mr. Green, we have
¢ enough for ourfelves and our chil-
< dren after us!”—¢ Fine talking thas,
¢ my dear; and you, Mifs Yelverton,
¢ defire me to hawk, to fith, and to
“ fet; but L do not like any of thofe
¢ amufements. = Hunting, courfing,
o gardenmg, and farmmg, are all my

(739 JOY‘

. “ We went on happily, and Anna
<“.and myfelf having feen a grotto at a
s«gentleman’s houfe were anxious to
s“have one. We talked of nothing
. @ elfe the remainder of the winter ;
“and Mr. Henry Green, having come
- ¢ home for the vacation, encouraged
« us, by relating wonders of a grotto
« which- he had feen in Oxfordthire.
“ He was a very delicate young man,
% and re.femblcd his mother. Mr

¢ Green:
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« Green was fond of him, and looked
¢ up to him to carry the name and
¢« fame of the Greens to fucceeding ge--
 nerations. Yet he loved his daughter-
«¢-better, for the was much more lively,
¢« and would have made a much better
¢ fquire than her brother. He was.
¢ timid and indolent; the heat, the.
¢ cold, the wind, and the fun, were.
« continually putting him out of his.
¢ way. He could give an opinion of.
¢t his mother’s work, and it was always
< judicious. When I played upon the
¢ Jute he would accompany me; he
¢¢ was of great ufe too in arranging the
¢« flower pots, and had procured from.
« a'lady of his acquaintance fome ex-
¢ cellent- receipts for beautifying the
¢« {kin. He would procure us books,
¢ read to us, and was as fond of an:
¢¢ adventurous love-ftory as his mother.
«In fhort, as he never interrupted us

“ in:
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¢ in our amufements, but often affifted
¢ us, we liked him much. A hunting-
« match, however, a long walk, or a
¢ morning’s gardening, were pleafures
¢ of too robuft a nature for his con-
¢ ftitution. His hand was white, and
 his form flim and delicate; he paid
¢ great attention to his external appears
¢ ance, and was extremely fond of the
¢ jdea of a grotto; he drew plans, and
¢ from his friends procured fhells, fpar,
« &c. &c. As winter was the feafon
¢« for collefting moffes, he allowed us
“to go about that bufinefs by our-
¢ felves ; but was of wonderful ufe in
¢ aflifting us to dry and arrange them
“in a room given up for that pur-
<« pofe.

¢« The next confideration was, a place

¢¢ proper to build or rather to fink this
«grotto in. Qur flower-garden was
4 “ too



¢ like with it; and the four or five old.
¢ oaks will make it melanchely enough.
« But did I tell you of a report, that.
“one of my manors is upon -fal¢?
¢ Could I but get the money, what a
¢ clever thing it would be !”

T | have
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. Fhave not fettled with you yet, my -
¢¢ dear fir ; myfelf, my man, my maid,
¢ and my horfes, have been living with-
“.you for years ; and not one farthing
¢ have I paid.”

¢ Why, yqu are a great eater, my
“lafs, and a preat drinker; and as
‘¢ this houfe is fo extremely fmall, you
* muit be very much in our way. But
¢¢ let me afk you one queftion : Do you
“not read and work with my wife?
¢.Do you not play. mufick, garden, and.
% teach Anna many things? Do you
¢t not like to fee my farm, my cattle,
¢ and above all my horfes; and don’t
¢ you talk a great deal to me about
- % thefe things, and very much to. the
¢ purpofe ¥ And is not this enough. for
« the board of yourfelf and your maid,
« and the keep of your horfes *’

({3 But’



‘“ed my friendthip; and fancy fre-
“quently told me, that my fuppefed’
¢ elopement with fir William Coniers.
¢ was the caufe of your filence. Thefé
“ reflections frequently made me mife-
€ rable.”

+ “ I had a fum of money by me, and
¢ all my valuable jewels; and, in the

¢ fituation I was now in, fpent little;
' ¢ but
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¢ but before we began the grotto I
¢¢ bargained that I fhould defray all the
¢ expences, and do it in my own.way.
¢ Mr. Green ftood ftoutly againft it,
< and wanted Anna to be at half the
< expence. On thofe conditions I
¢ would .have nothing to do with it;
- ¢¢and at laft I got the better. We
¢ procured labourers to clear the buthes
< with which it was overgrown, to re-
¢ move the rubbith, and open a little
< rivulet, choaked by fedge and ruthes ;
¢ and as the water trickled down-a de-
¢ clivity we were in hopes of forming
. fomething like a cafcade. After a
< fortnight’s labour we difcovered a
¢¢ Gothic arch very much ornamented,
¢ which we beheld with wonderful
- ¢¢ pleafure, as it was the fineft entrance
¢imaginable for our grotto. .We ran
« to Mr. Green, and begged that he
« would pay us a vifit. We fhewed

¢ him
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¢« him the arch. ¢ Aye,” faid he,
"<« more proofs of my great grand-
< father’s folly and extravagance; o
<« the money went ; fo it went; and if
<< had not given it to you, my laffes, I
« would lay a train of gunpowter and
“blow it up to-morrow; nothing °
¢ fhould remain of my great grand-
« father’s folly, but that great pile of
< ftone the houfe ; and that Ilove only
¢ becaufe I was born there, and had fo
‘ much pleafure in running in the gal-
<¢ leries when I was young, and find-
“ing birds nefts in the park. I re-
‘“ member that in the place where we
¢ now ftand was a pretty run of water
¢ at that time, where I ufed to catch
‘¢ gudgeons ; and many a time have [
‘¢ drank out of my cap here in a hot
“day; but that is all paft and gone,
¢ and yet I remember it juft as well asif
‘¢ it were'but yefterday ; and many and

' ¢ many
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“* many a time have I flipped the grey-
< hounds in the park at the hares when
¢ out of feafon, and hid thofe theykilled;
- ¢ but boys will be boys. And whenI -
“ was in love, I ufed to fit under thefe
¢-trees and figh, I hardly knew why
_ « or wherefore, and was as whimfical
- <¢3asan ape. I can’t think to this day
» < [turning to Anna], what your mother
¢ married me for; fhe was a lord’s
« daughter, had a good fortune; was
. ¢ wonderfully handfome; and I was
< always an out-of.the-way fellow.”’—
“ But you were a handfome fellow,”
¢ faid Anna, ¢ had a good fortune and a
¢ good temper ; and, I fuppole, as fhe
4 was turned of thirty, the thought
¢ the might as well have you as any
¢ other.” B

+ . % Now you have hit it, my lafs, you
<¢have hit it; but if fhe had been
¢ turned



¢ fides, you know Henry has taken a
«¢ great deal of pains in drawing plans
““and colle&ing materials,”—¢ Well,
¢ well,”” he repli¢d, * none of you find
« fault with my pleafures, and there-
¢« fore I fhould do wrong to fpeak
« againft your’s; when you do me no
“ harm. I only wifh that beautiful

1 < fpecimen
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ecimen, as you call it, of my great-
-andfather’s folly, had been at the
sttom of the Red Sea before I had
:en born.”

We refumed our work at the grot«
'3 and when we had got about.ten
et under the arch we difcovered a
»or with a very antique keyholes
Ve conjeftured that this might be 2
ace where they kept their wines
~¢¢ There is a large bunch of ftrange
\d-fathioned  keys,” faid Anna,
anging in the lumber-room, and I
ill fetch them.” We tried them
4, but they would not do; we at-
:mpted to force the lock, but that
as impoffible ; for it was ftrongly
oned by crofs bars. - I wifhed Mr.:
sreen to fee it. “ No,” faid Anna,
t this be an adventure of our owny
Vhen our curiofity is fatisfied, then
Ok 1L H ¢¢ fhew



146  THE WITCH, AND THE

¢¢ fhew it him. We ordered the work- °
“ men to bring their pick-axes; they
¢ began to lift and batter with all their
“ might, and after three -hours hard
« work they made a breach, and in
¢ another half hour we could get in.
« We looked, but every thing w
¢ dark; we fent a workman for can-
¢ dles and a lanthorn, gave them mo-
¢ ney, and fent them home. We each
¢ lighted a candle, and put one in the
¢ Janthorn; Anna' went in firft, and
« ftarted back. ¢ What is the matter?
¢¢ what do you fee ?”—<1I thought,”
« replied fhe, ¢ I faw a man in a very
¢ old drefs.”’—< How can you be fo
¢¢ ridiculous !"’—¢ Why, my dear Ma.
¢ tilda, I am no more fubje® to fear
¢ than you; butI think I faw a manin
¢ an antique drefs.”—¢¢ Let me go in;
«I fear nothing.” I pafled her; faw
“ the figure of a man in the robes of

« the
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< the garter, and ftopped. Anna then
" <¢ went forward, holding up the candle,
«¢ and faid, « It is a figure in mirble,
¢ with the arms folded, and fitting upon
¢ 3 pedeftal.” I took courage and found
¢ it was fo ; a very fine ring was upon
¢ the right thumb, and the order of
- .« the garter about the neck. Upon
¢ the bafe of the pedeftal was the fol.
< lowing infcription 3

«t This is the effigies of fir Edward
% Green, knight of the garter, and
* privy councillor to king Henry the
. « Seventh. I had lived long, being in
¢ my feventy-feventh year, when I de.
% pofited this ftatue here; and have
%< been as happy as mankind are per.
* mitted to bein this life; for the
¢ only difquiet ‘I have felt proceeds
« from the extravagance of my fon. If
b any of my poftetity fhould find this
; H2 ¢ marble,



« laffes, is not this all of a piece with
< the life of this great-grandfather of
€ mine, this kaight of the garter, of
“ whofe folly I fhall never fee an end ?
-¢¢ More ftone coming to this great-heap,
“ Now I warrant that this marble bufi,
¢ finefs coft a hundred marks, or more;
¢ aye, a great deal more; I will put
“him into the church.” —* That
¢ would bei improper, I think, my dear,”

9 « faxd
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“-f2id Mrs. Green ; for you know thére
“ i3 already in the church a very mag-
< nificent monument to his memory.””
¢« —¢¢ Certainly,” added  his daugh-
“« ter; ¢ therefore do; my dear fir, let
« the knight be brouglit here. Could he
« know it, it certainly would give him
« pleafure,”—¢ What nonfenfe is that
« now !”’ faid Mr. Green ; *¢ did he not
¢ do every thing againft me when he
¢ was alive, though he did not know
¢ that fuch a:perfon was-to be-born?
¢ Yet it was likely that he might have
% a great-grandfon, and therefore he
¢ fhould not' have thrown away his
*¢ money fo foolifhly. No, no; he
¢ fhall ftay where he is; I will have
¢ him blocked up to-morrow ; there let

“ him be till another century ; and if -

¢ my great-grandfon fhould chufe to
¢ lug him out, well and good.”

HY ¢ In.
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‘¢ Indeed, my dear, you are wrong,”

“ faid Mrs. Green; ¢ for I think it
¢ would give greatr pleafure to Henry
“to fee him in the hall. You know
“ how fond he is of flafues; and. let
“ me tell you, it is no fmall honour
¢ to have had a great-grandfather who
¢ was a knight of the garter; and it
*¢ certainly might have an influence .
~¢ upon our fon, to prevent his ever
¢ doing any thing that might difgrace
¢ his anceftry.”’—¢ Well,” he faidp
‘¢ well, I can trace my pedigree beyond
¢ the Conqueft ; and yet I think at fome
¢ time or other we muft have kept
¢ fheep, or why am I fo fond of farms
¢ ing P”’—¢« Why,” 1 replied, « our
¢« grandfather Adam did fomething
« like it, and you might inberit thofe
¢ inclinations from him; byt if I had
¢ the honour of being a relation to this
« knight of the garter, I fhould <er-
¢ tainly
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# aainly introduce him into the halt
¢ tomorrow.” '

- «Well,”” faid Mr. Green, « I fee
% you arc all againft me; therefore
¢ bring Him here to-morrow; -but I
. would rather yow. had found the
« title-deeds of a'good manor that thxi
el fellow fquandered.”

- The next. morning the carpenters

% made a frame, which they boarded
%pver, and added four Jow wheels, to
% convey the knight, Fhe bafe had,
@ from length of time, funk confider-
¢¢ ably into the earth; it was therefor&
¢ with great labour placed upon the
““¢ carriage, and conveyed fafe to the
€< hall-door, when Mr. Green made his
**¢ appearance. “ Have you brought
<< him, my lads ?”* faid he to the work:
“¢ men. « Yes, your honour, fafe
T H 4  enough;



¢ in filent admiration, and:did. mot
¥.move a finger. ¢ Now, fir, [tating
8¢ hold of his arm,] you fee why this
¢ noble knight of the garter withed to
“¢ come here.”—* Aye,” ‘he replied
4* with a figh, and the tears flarting
#¢ from hiseyes; “aye, my lafs, L have
¢ all my life been a very. ungratcful
“ fellow.”

¢ B'ags
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- v Bags were brought, and the trea-
¢ fure fafely conveyed-away. ¢ What
$¢can I do for you' amd Anna, if
‘you won’t let me pay you?” " faid
#* Mr.:Green.—< Only; my dear fir, let
.me remain in your houfe with your
@ daughter and good Mrs. Green; for -
% here I am happy.”’—*¢ You-thall have -
«fome pocket-picces, however,” faid
¢ he, and threw four or five handfulis .
¢-of the money to. Anna and me. -

- ¢ Mrs. Green ‘was niot' at all ‘elated !
“¢ by this difcovery; ‘neither do I think’
¢« that fhe would have: been much-de-
cprefled at.lofing the fame fum. She
‘“went on with -her -chairs, cufhions,
¢-and fcreens, as ufual.” Had fhe, in.
¢¢:deed, met :with any ferious misfor- -
' tune, to have-forced her into a&ive
“€life, it might have.depreffed her; -
©but pafling her time in a-bufy kindof
- 'mg5  “indolence,



“ grotto; he gave us alio two acres-at-
- “tached to it, which we beautified,
“and had a very tolerable cafcade.
* The marors were purchafed, and an-
¢ other added to the original eftate:
¢ One evening .awaking from his nap,
“ What a wonderful thing it is,” faid
¢ he, ¢ that I, who have been abufing
¢¢ this great-grandfather of mine for fo
“ mﬂy years, fhould find him at laft

¢ the
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# the greateft friend 1 ever had in the
¢ world ! Providence certainly put into
¢ your heads the defire of having &
* grotto ; but how I.came te fix upon
¢ that place 1 know no more than the:
“ man in the moon. I think myflf -
« very rich now; yet I will live as k
“ ke, and not be put out of my way 3
¢ that would kill me’; but I will give
% more in charity, a great deal more
¢ than 1 ufed to do, and I will, exalt
“ the good old knight of the garter,
¢ for I will fix .hire on the top of my
“ grand flaircafe, clofe to the door. of
« the gallery whese his picture with
% others of my anceftors hang; and
¢ upon the bafe F will have a Latin inx
¢ fcription, fetting forth my gratitide
* to him. Henry can eontrive a Latin’
¢ infcription. But I was moft certainly
“ mad for having that boy named Henry
o mﬁca& of Edward, when we hive
i H 6 . % had



156  THE WITCH, AND THE

¢ had fo many Edwards in our family
« there was one as far back as the Cons

¢ feflor’s time. 'What a blockhead

¢ have I been! and I would now give
¢ a thoufand marks that his name had
¢ been ' Edward.”—¢ Don’t : torment

¢ yourfelf, my dear,” faid Mrs, Greer;’

¢ Henry is a very good name..'—
¢“ Why, my dear-wife, it is no torment

“ at all to me, but a very great plea:

¢ fure, to abufe myfelf when I think

¢ am wrong ; which, as it has turned

“out, I certainly was when our fon

“ was named.”

. «1 am furprized, Mr. Green,”
¢ faid to him one evening, “ that you
‘¢ never enquired concerning my fa-
¢ mily.””—¢ Why, I had other matters
“ to mind,” he replied; ¢ I never in
“ my life troubled myfelf with other
¢ folks, not I.”—¢ I have often withed

X .- . N 14 to
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% to know,” faid Mrs. Green, < but
«¢-forbore -enquiry.from. motives of de-
“¢-licaey.” - . ‘

. ¢¢I-begam-mymarrative, and the mo-
% ment - it- was finithed, he faid, « I’
< mever was.at-courtin all my life; but’
“ now, old as-I am, I will go with’
¢-you,. throw myfelf. at the queen’¥
¢ feet, and petition her. to make you
¢ countels of Effex.”—<« My dear fir,
¢« do not think of fuch a thing! Be.
¢ fide, you forget that the queen has
« been dead fome years.”—¢ True,”
¢ he replied, “ very true; I did mot
« think of that, though I recolle& it
“ now you mention it. But do, my
«¢ dear-lafs, do marry fir William Co-
<¢ piers! It would give me great plea~
< fure if you would but have pity upon
¢ him; and he is as fine a looking fek
“low as ever I faw in my life.” ' ¥
L “ told
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¢« William Coniers {tood before usj

¢ the fame face, the fame figure, but

“in his addrefs- much jmpreved. Mr.
¢ Green was almoft out of his fenfes
¢« with joy. ¢ This is: the man, this
«is he, my laffes, whom you will%e
¢ fo glad -to fee. Here, he has beaten
< the wild -Irith, and is now- a captain,
] can.tell you that’* Then giving
“a fignificant nod, ¢ he is come to
« afk you a queftion, Matilda. .Is:not
¢ that true, fir William ?’—¢ I am.
¢ come, fir,”” he. anfwered; * to PRy

« my refpe@ts to you and thefe ladies,

¢ which I fhould -have done much*

« fooner had ‘my duty permitted.”—
«1 have told him,” faid Mr. Green,"
¢ that I knew he was not-your brother;-
“ he was fomewhat fhy the laft time k-
« faw him ; but [ cannot wender atit;-
¢ for though a man may be doing right,-
¢ yet if he be.doing things fecretly,..he-

: ¢ can’t:

1
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& can’t be perfe@tly eafy I think; but
“-I never tried, having never had any
¢ occafion fak .a fecret in all my life;
¢:and I hope I never fhall; but now
¢ he is«.come fair and above board, a3
« @ William. Coniers, we will be joy-
% ful; the great bald-faced- buck,
¢ which . 1 have kept for fome great
« occafion, fhall die; to-morrow ho
« dies,” '

: %¢ The bald-faced buck was killed,
< and the houfe filled for a fortnighe
« with mufick, dancing, and every kind-
¢ of amufement. At times, I had a
¢ little - converfation with fir William, -
* who informed me, that he had not
¢ feen his mother; that the affair be-
“ tween her and lord Savage was gone
¢ off; that he found, on infpeiing his- -
& property in Ireland, and correfponding -
“ wuh his agents in England, that his-
i ¢ eftates.



“very uniierussce w» my Bsher 5 thar-
Sy marmage: SHar my mother was
“aquaily waingpy i ot fate; and P
- ticreitse dunrmised to &y whe-
“ther ¥ [ile of eclibacy would prove
“mure oruwnate o me; that I was'
“reolval  Gmi whecher humility
“ wouid iniwe tecawity, or comteat-
“ Dappioeis ; diax I feald ever con-

« fider
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*¢ fider him as one of my beft friends ;
¢ and if my fincereft regard was of any .
“.value to him, I begged he would
¢ never mention the fubjet more; that
“ he once did me the honour to con-
. fider me as his fifter, and if he would
“&ill allow me to have fuch a claim
¢ upon his affeGtions, I fhould be
¢ happy ; that the houfe was full of
¢ agreeable young women, and I withed
“he would think ferioufly of one of
“them. He called me cruel, and fo
«:farth ; but all:to no purpofe I was
“aot.to be moved.

_; “] was glad when the houfe began
¢ to clear from the croud of vifitors,
% that we might again enjoy ourfelves
¢ as ufual. We refumed our work,
s¢-walks, rides, books, and garden, andi -
¢ were again b.appy. :

3.

“Onec
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“ One evening, after fupper, Mr.

“ Green faid,. ‘¢ Sir William; now that
¢ thefe crucl wars are over, I-hope yor
“ will fettle, live in the country, marry
“and do good, and be a juftice of
¢ peace.”’—¢* Are' you in the commil
“ fion, fir?” he atked. <“Why; no;
¢ am not; I never had a turn for fuck
*¢ things; but I think it right for ai
 that. Iam akind of idle fellow, yet
¢ always bufy; and as.l find I have
¢ hardly time to get-through my own
* bufinefs, } fhould not like to be
 plagued with that of the county:
¢ Befide, I could not go to a dull
¢¢ quarter-feflions upon a fine hunting
¢ morning ; to fit upon the bench when
“ the fcent lay breaft-high, would not
¢ do for me;. 1 fhould lofe my health;
“ and my. farm, my garden, and above
¢ all my ftud, would be quite negle&ed;
‘““and every thing about me run to.
¢ ruin,.
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~ ruin.' = No, I fhould lofe the. pleafure
<.of thele things, and get in return
% what would be very difagreeable ; but
% you are young, and if you begin in
«-a different way from what I did, things
« will go fmooth enough with you ; for
«-.what I do, is from being ufed to its
¢ and every thing, when we come to
«s-think about it, is habit ; it is all habit,
$¢ my dear fir, I am fure of it; and
¢ people may juft as well get into good
¢¢-as bad, or bad as good ones; for
¢¢.jt-is nothing more than making a
< law with themfelves at fetting-off.

. “Now when I was a young man, I

¢ remember, I fomehow or other caught
< myfelf, ‘that is, I was rather inclined
¢ to take too much of the bottle and
« tankard ; and fo I confidered ferioufly
_¢¢ of the matter, and at laft made a vow
“¢ to -drink only fo much a day for ane
¢ year.
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< year, I think I was at that time jult
< three-and-twenty. Well, I ftuck to
s¢ jt, and have never fince taken a drop
s« more. They joked me a little at
* firlt ; but when they found me ob-
* ftinate (for I was born obftinate), they
« let me do as I would, and I have
« never had any more trouble about it.

“ You dre perfe@ly right, fir,” faid fi¢
¢ William ; ¢¢ there is nothing fo com:
¢ mendable as being firm in our refo-
¢¢ lutions ; for nothing can be well done
« without it.”’—¢ You do not feem to
¢ underftand me, my dear fir; mine is
¢ not refolution ; I never was refolute
“but it is all natural obftinacy, for
“ there is no turning me if I once fet
¢ on ;—but I always endeavour to con-
¢¢ fider, and turn the thing in my mind:
“ twenty times, aye, and twenty to that,’
< before I do it, oy let it alone.”—

¢¢ That
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& That is ‘' extremely proper,” re-
¢ turned fir William; ¢ and I hope I fhall
« profit by your example.”—* Thank
¢ you, fir: our high-flying folks are very
<¢ apt to laugh at James Green; but I
<¢ have made up my mind, and therefore
* do not regard them.”

=¢ Another month elapfed, and I faw
* with pleafure that fir William thewed
<¢:3 .great partiality for Anna. At
¢ length he difcovered  the ftate of his
“¢ heart to Mrs. Green, wha referred
« him to her daughter ; the daughter
+did not ftart any infuperable objec-
s tions, and it was then thought right
“to acquaint Mr. Green; but as he .
“- treated all forts of fubjeéts differently
% from other people, and was, ashims
¢ felf acknowledged, intolerably obfti.
. % nate, fir William did not well kgow
s how to-begin.. At laft he made me
u hls

-



58 THE WITCH, AND THE

r. Grezn 2 hint of the mat-
¢ ter; for ke thovzht of his own af
¢ falrs {0 muol, that they mizht have
“ male love a cuzen veass, and he
& wouid never have obferved it.

« his corfidant, and I undertook t¢

. .
° ——el L2 - ) Ay
« R: dinywih him thezexe davchow

“ Fkis form, I tosX occalion to a7 2
¢ greaz maay handiome things of fir
“ Wiillam: Coniers, in which he agreed,
«“and expraded his furprize thac
¢ wouid not carry him.—1 affured him
“ ] wasasod ":Z:lzt.. s ifmielf, and had
¢ e3ken 2 rc_l;.;::.::t npever to ImaTy;
~bur thae | Xmew :ir WiEam was in
< {ave, zav, thar ke would maznry {oon,
i che ’:ztber cf the kéy would give
“ his coafee:; z=d thex Jd=fired ke

gue’s at e parizn.—He men-

"n

Boned 2 dozem —ames, but 2l were
% wrong ; a: lengh 'db.;n—“ Ok,

N
t
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¢ it can’t be true, my dear lafs; fuch a
¢ fine young man, with fuch a noble
< fortune!” I affured him it was fo,
¢ and that fir William had made me
« his ambaffador upon the occafion.—
“ He ftopped his horfe, took off his
« hat, Wiped his face, and looked ex-
¢ tremely grave; then clapped on his
< hat, returned his handkerchief into
¢ his pocket, and rubbed his eyes.—
« Are you joking, or am I in a dream?”’
<« I affured him that I was ferious, and
¢ that he was perfectly awake.—¢¢ Then
¢¢ what fays Anna ’—1I could not tell ;
¢¢ for I was to get his permiffion for fir
¢t William to afk her.—Aye, as foon as
¢ he will ; but I think it is going fome-
“ how a roundabout way to court the
< old man firft. I fhould not like that,
¢«if I were a young woman. Why,
< before I faid a fingle word to lord
* Vaux, his daughter and I had fettled
", VOk, 1L 1 vty



170 THE WITCH, AND THE

¢ it; and if the old nobleman had re-
¢« fufed me, I fhould have ftolen her
¢ out of the window. But when willhe
¢¢ afk her ? I hope the girl will not be
¢ fuch a fool as to refufe him; I hope
< not, for I fhould not like to fay, You
¢ mu?, you fball have him ; becaufe the
< bufinefs is to laft for life, foit would
¢ not be right. Perhaps as you have .
« refufed him, fhe will; but if fo, 1 -
<« fhould be forry, very forry indeed.”

—=¢¢ Then may I tell fir William you
< approve of it ?’—¢¢ By all means, my
¢¢ dear, by all means.”

« We entered the houfe juft as din-

“ ner was ferving, and went almoft
« immediately into the eating-room.
¢ Two or three neighbouring gentle-
¢ men fat down with us; but Mr.
¢ Green, contrary to his ufual cuftom
<« of minding his own bufinefs, and
‘¢ eating
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¢¢ eating the beef of his own breeding,
< was watching Anna and fir William
¢ Coniers. Finding that he looked at
¢ her, and that fhe kept her eyes
¢ averted, he did not feem to like it.
« At laft, ¢« Why, Anna, look at fir
¢ William ; don’t you think that drefs
¢ of his very pretty ?’—Yes, fhe had
¢¢ admired it before.—*“ Well now, to
< pleafe me, look at it again. “ What,
¢ are you afraid to look a young man
< in the face? I am fure you will find
* nothing in his countenance to fright
¢ you.” T was vexed. When Mrs,
¢¢ Green faid to her hufband, ¢ Shall I
¢ give you fome chicken ?"’—¢ Yes—
¢ no ; give fome to Anna and fir Wil-
¢ liam.”—* I want to help you, my
¢ dear,” faid Mrs. Green; « fir Wil-
¢ Jiam and Anna will take care of
« them[elves.”—¢¢ I with #hey may with
“all my heart,” [rubbing his hands];
v 12 ¢ T hope
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. $¢:this venifon is as good as that of your
¢t bald-faced buck, but not fo fat.”—
¢ Nothing likeit,mydear,” returned Mr.
<¢ Green; “but if I had knogn as much
¢ then as I do now——.""—¢¢ I under-
¢ ftand you, fir, *faid the gentleman;
¢ you would have kept it for a Bétte;
¢ purpofe.” Mr. Green laughed viglent.
¢.ly; faid, he was the clevereft fellow
< in the whole county at taking a hint;

¢¢ and fhook hands with him acrofs two °

¢¢.others. Happy was it for Anna
¢ when we efcaped from table, for we
<¢ had never feen Mr. Green in fuch a
~ ¢ humour before,

¢¢ The next day fir William made his
s offer in due form, and was accepted
¢ by the lady, to the great joy of her
¢ father. Sir William then left us te
¢ go into-Suflex, and was to return to
& Thrapiton in-a month. A fortnight
I3 ¢ brought
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¢ brought letters from him to Mr.
« Green, Anna, and myfelf. The
¢« firft refpeCted fettlements; the fe-
¢« cond, I conclude, was a love-letter;
¢ and mine, an eftufion of friendthip.
«¢ It told me that he had converfed with
«¢ his mother concerning her condu&
< towards me; that nothing but her
¢ being his mother fhould make him
s¢ with her crimes might be hid as much
¢ as poflible from the world ;.-that he
¢ found her health very indifferent, and
¢¢ that fhe was confined to her apart-
¢ ment; that fhe feemed ta grow pro-
- ¢ greflively worfe, had opened her
“ whole heart to him, and told him
«¢ that lord Montacute was ftill feeking
¢ my life; that he knew where I was
¢ concealed, and the name I went: by,
“and was determined to take me un-
‘*“ awares, ahd confine me in a convent
““in France for life. The letter, there-

¢ fore,
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* fore, advifed me by all means to feek

¢¢ an afylum with his relation the abbels
¢ at York.”

¢ 1 determined to go to York, but
¢ firft to confult my friends. We held
¢ a council, and it was agreed that T
*¢ fhould fet out in the night; but how
¢ to get there without a guide! Luckily,
- * one of Mrs. Green’s fervingmen had
¢.a mother there, who kept a little
¢ fhop; and he wanted to fettle with.
- ¢ her, but had not money fuflicient.
¢t This man I fpoke to, and atked him
¢¢ what it would take to fet him up well
' ¢ in bufinefs. He faid, fifty marks. I
¢ told him that I would purchafe his
¢ fecrecy at a hundred.—He replied by
& faying, that it was too much money
¢ for an honeft fecret ; and-if it were
‘“ not.an’ honeft one, he would not
« keep it for a thoufand.. L told him,
14 €< he

’
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¢ he fhould engage in nothing that was -
¢ wrong; but the truth was, I had
¢¢ enemies who fought my life, and I .
¢ wanted to fly from them to the con-
¢ vent at York ; that he muft be fecret

“¢¢ in the family, and fay that I wasgoing -

/% a journey to fee fome friends in Lon:
¢ don.—My faithful Mary, who had
« ftayed with me during all the-happy -
¢“years I remained under Mr. Green’s
« hofpitable- roof, agreed to truft her
¢« fortune with mine; and I was pre-

« paring to leave thofe amiable friends

¢ with tears and regret.

¢ We drefled ourfelves like the lower

¢ order of country people; and on
‘“ the third of O&ober, at twelve at
< night, left Thrapfton, and travelled
““as far as we could till day-break;
« then flopped at a little inn, where
¢ our guide had orders to fay that we

“ were
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*¢ were his coufins, and were going ta
¢ York to fee our mother,.

¢ The refleCtions which poffeffed my
¢ mind - at this time were very bitter:
¢ 1 was leaving thofe for whom I had
« the greateft affe@tion ; I was going tor
¢ a.convent, which I perfuaded myfel?
¢ was inhabited by the daughtersof dif-
« content ; I was fufficiently miferable
-« myfelf,. and therefore cheerful fociety
¢ would have been more agreeable tor
« me. Though.the feafon of the year -
“was extremely beautiful, from the
< variegated foliage, yet the leaves every
* moment falling to the ground with:
« the leaft breath of air; infpired . me-
¢ lancholy ideas. The whole vegetable
“ creation was finking into repefe, to
« fpring again more freth and beautifub
¢ in a few months: but it is not for
# with the children of men.—The hap-
‘ L5 ¢ pieft
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« pieft mortal muft feel the weight of
¢ years and its attendant infirmities;
¢ the rich man is loth to quit his pof
¢ feflions at a time when we fhould
“¢ imagine he would be glad to repole
« in the arms of death, with the hopes
. of atraining a ftate where joy and
¢¢ peace endure for ever. Then why
¢ did not I remain at Thrapfton; why
“ not give myfelf up to thofe who
¢¢ withed my death? Its pangs are ge-
< nerally of fhort duration; why then
« fly from what muft happen? I might
¢« be called away by a fever, or an ac.
¢ cident : then why fly from man?

¢ Thefe refle&tions, however, could
% not eradicate the principles of felf-
¢¢ preferyation fo ftrongly implanted in
¢ our nature.

[ {3 We
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& Wearrived at York much fatigued;:
« and I went immediately to the con-
¢ vent. 'Fhe next day I felt greater
o regret than I thought ‘it was poffible-
« | could in a fafe fituation.. The idea:
¢ of being immuted between walls.
« caufed very difagreeable fenfations 5
¢ and I began to think a content by no
¢ means fuited to my difpofition..

<« The abbefs- received me with a:

s« great deal of politenefs ;. faid,.fhe had’

« received a letter from. fir Williany

- - # Confers, which informed- lier of the:

« death of his mother, whom fhe hadi

« always confidered as a. very felfifh:

« woman, both in regard to. her fon:

+¢¢ and the world. in general;. that fhe:

¢ could not deplore her death: on that

- %-30c0uNt, but was happy in heaﬁng;
3% that fhe departed a true penitent.

16 ¢ The:
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. ¢« The abbefs feemed about feventy,

“ was extremely grave and majeftic, -
¢ but had a kind of feverity in her look-
« which did not pleafe me; yet fhe
¢ had at the fame time a benignity of
«¢ countenance, which thofe frequently
« écquirc who have been long fequef-
<« tered from the world, and whofe
‘¢ thoughts are intenfely fixed upon a
¢ better ; nor did the feverity feem to
¢¢ proceed from ill temper, fo much as
¢ from a confcioufnefs of her ftationy
¢« which obliged her in the moft trifling
< inftances to enforce obedience. Her
““name was Howard. She afked me
¢ if I came as a novice or as a boarder.
<« I anfwered, "as a boarder who wanted
“ an afylum and a proterefs ;—that I
¢« threw myfelf upon her benevolence
“for both, and that I was a pro-
*¢ teltant.—She looked extremely grave,

<« and
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¢« and faid, that fir William Coniers had
“ not mentioned that circumftance.—
s 1 told her, I was a perfecuted being,
 but not poor; that I was able to pay
¢ what fhe fhould think proper for my-
¢ felf and attendant; and I wifthed to

“ have a feparate apartment, except ‘
‘“at meals. She nodded affent.—
<« Though you are a.proteftant,” faid
¢¢ fhe, ¢ which is what I did not ex-
¢ pect, yet you muft wear the fame
¢ habit as the catholick young women
¢t who are boarders.” I had na ob- -
<« jeGtion. < You muft attend mafs re.
«¢ gularly, and not go beyond the walls-
¢ of the convent, nor receive any vie
« fitors, except in my parlour.” [k
- ¢ agreed. . “ Have you a voice, or
<t any kndwledge in mufick?” I had
“ been taught mufick as well as to
< fing to the lute, and could accome
< pany, or fing to an accompaniment:

Sat
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¢ at fight. She gave me her bene-
« di&ion and was fatisfied.

¢“ When I had been a reclufe near

¢ five years, the abbefs was very éarneft
« with me to take the vweil, which
«] evaded as much as poflible.
« know your ftory from your birth,
<« Matilda, and as a woman- of honout
« will give yon my proteftion; but 1
“ am old, and my time in this world
¢ is fhort. Who may be my fucceflor,
« ] know not ; lord Montacute is a ca-
< tholick, and the perfon who may filt
¢ my chair may not be homeft. You
“ may be privately and forcibly taken
¢ from hence, and never more heard
“ of. Therefore, my daughter,embrace
““our holy religion, and take the veil.
“ You will then be happy and fafe
« from perfecution. I feel myfelf not
*“ well; and, as you have condutted
< yourfelf

AY
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¢¢ yourfelf properly among us, 1 advife
¢ youas a friend. This box of powder;
¢ if ever you want to conceal yourfelf,
« will effeGtually doit; after rubbing
< it upon your face, it will be impoffible
< for you to beknown ; but at the fame
« time refle& upon the peace and in-
‘¢ nocence of a monaftick life. I will
s¢ converle further with you, my daugh=
¢ terpin three days.” '

«“ Two days elapfed; and, on the
¢ evening of the fecond, I heard a great
¢t buftle. Upon inquiring the caufe,
¢ they told me that the abbefs was taken.
« extremely ill, and they were afraid
¢ fhe was dying. In a moment I de-
& twed to leave the convent. Mary,
<« my faithful Mary, F fent to. the man
¢ who had been our guide, to defire:
¢ hitn to procure three horfes, and keep
s¢ them at his houfe till we came, which

. « would:
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<¢ tience for half an hour, he arrived;
¢¢ the horfes feemed to be forry hacks ;
- ¢ but the man they belonged to affured
<¢ him, that they would travel for ever
¢« if he gave them time. He afked
¢ what road; I faid, fouth., We tra-
¢ velled till five next morning, when
¢ 1 alighted, and with Mary’s affift-
‘¢ ance coloured my face. In three or
¢« four days we arrived within twelve
“miles of Coventry; and fecing a
¢ fine old houfe at a fmall diftance
¢ from the road in‘a delightful fitua-
* ¢ tion, we ftopped ; and I told a woman
¢ who appeared to be the miftrefs of -
¢ it, that I came out of the North for
“ my health, and fhould be glad if I
¢ could have-apartments, as I liked the
¢ air and fituation. It was inhabited
by a farmer and his wife, who faid
. ¢ there was plenty of room and old fur-

‘ niture. I agreed with them; they
¢ hired
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* hired me a cook, and were to let me
* have every thing I wanted that the
¢ farm produced.

“ I now wrote to fir William Co-
“ niers and his lady, to whom I fent
““ my jewels by the guide, to turn them
“ into meney; to fend me books, or
*¢ any thing elfe that I might want, once
‘¢ a year; and we were to. correfpond

"¢ a5 often as poflible. The farmer and

¢ his wife feemed good kind of people,
¢« and I paflfed my time in their houfe
¢ very happily. What tended to pro-
< mote my felicity was, my being al-
¢ ways alive to the beauties of nature;
¢ the frofts, the fnows, the refrething
¢ breezes of {pring, the full fummer and
¢ plenteous autumn, had each their
¢« feveral beauties. ~The farm-yard
¢¢ fcenery was alfo a conftant fource of
<« amufement and refletion; and I

¢ taught
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#¢ taught my good farmer and his wife
¢“ many things that I had obferved at
¢ Thrapfton, and with which they were
¢¢ before unacquainted.

¢ Sitting one evening in the Gothic
4¢ porch, I afked my hoftefs, to whom
~ < that houfe formerly belonged. She did
¢ not know, but her hufband did. He
_%¢ came in, faid, that he had heard a
¢ long ftory concerning it, and would
. “ rub up his memory to tell me. « If
¢ the bufinefs of the day is over, Mr. °
4 Wright, will you and your wife go
“¢ into my apartment, and eat a bit of
- ¢ fupper ? It will give me pleafure, and
¢ then you ‘can tell me the hiftory of
¢¢ this houfe.”—He would go with me
¢ then. As we went along the paffage,
¢ he faid, ¢ Thefe darms belonged to
_ ¢ one of the owriers.”—Thelfe,” I faid,
¢ are the arms of William de-la Pole,
o ¢ duke



I have heard fay, that this place
¢ was built by William de la Pole, duke
¢ of Suffolk, and that he was a great
‘ favourite of a queen whofe name
¢ was Margaret. She was not a very
“good one, but, like all the reft of
¢ the French, quite the other way ; and
¢ moreover it is faid, that fhe was fond
¢¢ of the duke in no very honeft man-

‘“ner ;
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¢ ner; but that is neither here nor
- %€ there as to my hiftory.—Well, how
¢ it came out of his hands I don’t
* know, though fome fay he did not
¢ come by his death fairly. The next
¢ who was mafter was a lord Haftings,
¢ who-was cut off too; it then came to
« his kinfwoman, who lived here very
¢ private; for her hufband, fir Thomas
« Grey, loft his life at Bofworth Field,
¢¢ which place I know juft as well as
«I do this, having a fifter living in
¢t Bofworth town at this prefent time.
¢ This lady Grey had a daughter, a
s little child at that time, and my
¢« grandfather came here a little boy as

. 73 .page.”

¢¢ Supper coming in, ¢ That’s well,”

« he faid; ¢for fomehow or other,
¢ madam, my memory is rather muddy
¢ to-night; but I hope your good
¢ cheer
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<< Are you fure of that, my dear?” faid.
<¢ the farmer; * for I fhould not like.
¢¢ to be out.”—¢¢ To be fure I am, my
¢ dear,” faid his wife; ¢ have not I
¢ heard you tell it, and tell it a hundred
¢« times a year ? but you are a bitter bad
¢ one at people’s names.”—¢ Well, fir
¢ William fwore that fhe fhould not
 marry any body but himfelf; that if
¢any one dared make up to her in.
¢« the way of marriage, he would have -
¢ his heart’s blood. At lat they
““met in a park clofe by Deerhurft
¢ wood, and there they fought, and
¢ there they were found dead by the
- ¢ young lady and her mother, who
*“ had been fitting in a bower in the
“ wood. They found them juft as they
¢ had killed each other, and fo the {weet
 young lady went mad, and was mad .
“ for a great many years. Atlaft, one
‘¢ day fhe got out, thinking nobody faw
< her,



‘¢ merry, but made her will, and left this
¢¢ eftate to fir Edward Chaloner’s bro-
« ther, and it now belongs to his grand-
« fon. But the young lady, when fhe
« did get her wits, had never the heart
¢ to marry. Her tomb is now in our
¢ church ; and-if you pleafe, I will to-
¢ morrow fhew you the place where the
¢ young knights had their battle.”

¢« The
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¢ The next day, being Sunday, I
«“walked wicth. Mr. Wright to the fpot
«¢ where the knights fought and fell,
«and faw the wood where the heirefs
¢« of Grey had been walking with her
¢ mother, the circle of trees which com-
¢ pofed the bower, and the lake into
«.which fhe plunged. I went to the
~ ¢ church, and faw the tomb of * Blanch
<« Grey, who departed this life in the
« fixty-third year of her age.” If her
¢¢ head and heart were as much affected
¢ as had been reprefented, fhe muft
¢ have fpent many miferable years.

¢ It was a great amufement to me to
<« ramble about this fpot. The wood and
¢ the lake render.it interefting. The
« wood was very old, and many of the
« trees picturefque. It had been much
<« pegle&ed, which rather increafed than
« Jeflened the beauty of the fcene, and
“ added much to the folemnity: two

VoL, II. - K ““ young



¢ might record the r;aclancholy tale !

¢« When I had refided with the good

« farmer and- his wife three years, I
¢ found that Mary had got a lover, but
¢ would not marry without my appro-
« bation. I could urge nothing againft
¢ it.—=Farmer Hawthorn feemed to be
¢ an honeft man, and I gave them fome
“ money,
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¢ money, with which they purchafed
« the little White Cottage. The fitua-
<« tion pleafed me, and I thought it would
“<be an amufement to repair and im-
¢c prove it. I have now lived many
¢¢ years a folitary being. Books, and
¢ many other things, I have conftantly
¢¢ received from my friends the Coniers;
¢< our friendfhip will, T hope, ever re-
¢ main, and yet we may never meet
¢ hére, The death of Mrs. Hawthorn
“wvas a fevere lofs; but my affetion
¢ for her I endeavoured to transfer to’
¢ her children, and have given them
¢« fome ufeful knowledge.

, ¢« My will is inclofed in a fmall ca-
« binet, with a letter to fir William
«¢ Coniers, and diretions to the farmer
« to convey thofe papers and my will to
¢ hlmq .
. (Signed)
¢ MaTitpa DEvEREUX,
K2 “ Written



«¢ Had I not been difcovered by you,

« I thould foon have left my little habi-
« tation. My friends fir William and
¢¢ Jady Coniers are now in Ireland, in-
« {pe@ing their property, and vifiting
« their friends.  'When he had heard of
« the death of lord Montacute, he would
« have come for me himfelf. I muft
’ o « leave
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* leave you, my dear lady Harrington;
« but will take part. of your ﬁzmlly as
‘¢ hoftages for my return.

« Adieu, :
¢ MaTiLpA DEVEREUX.”

. ¢ So ends the hiftory of lady Matilda
- Devereux I”” faid captain Harrington,
as_he laid che manufcript upon the table;
¢“and I hope we fhall foon fee her
- ¥ again,” ==« [ hope fo,” faid lady
-Harrington; ¢ but if they fhould not
¢ return in a few weeks, and you fhall
¢ be fufficiently recovered, Elizabeth,
¢ I think to join them in London,”—
"« The beft fcheme in the world,” faid
- the captain; ¢ and as my fifter has only
¢ one, two, three, not more, however,
_ ¢ than eight or nine beautiful marks
. % upon her face, I think fhe would have
“ no objeétion.”—¢ Bur | think, Mr.
« Captain,” faid Elizabeth, ¢ that your

' K3. « fuperiors



In the evening came farmer Haw.
thorn to inform them, that a gentleman
was come to inquire after the perfon
whom they now called lady Matilda
Devereux ; that he did not know which
way fhe was gone, though his daugh-
ter Jenny faid fhe was gone for London ;
and that the gentleman faid his name
was Coniers. *¢ Fly, John,” faid lady
Harrington, * and bring him to us,”

In
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I half an hour the captain returned and
wntroduced fir William Coniers, who
was received with great pleafure by
lady Harrington. The ftory. of the
witch was circumftantially related ;. and
he informed them, that previous to his
going to Ireland he had many ferious
converfations with lord Montacute ;
- that he had within the laft ten years loft
his two fons, who both ‘died unmarried,
and on that account lady Matilda ivas his
natural heir; that fir William faw lord
Montacute began to relent towards
hdy Matilda, and to-feel that {he was
his relation. In that ftate, therefore, he
thought it much better to foath. him;
and he fo far got the afcendancy, as to
perfuade him to go to the church where -
her mother was buried. There read-
ing the infcription upon the monument,
~feeing upon it thefe words, ¢ Cut off at
s“.the age of eighteen,” and then,
K 4 s Jeaving



Suffex, and fir Wiliam had come to
Coombe in fearch of lady Matilda, who,
he was happy to find, had fo many good
friends about her, and that fhe was
gone to take poffefion of her fortune.

The next morning he took a view
of the White Cottage, and followed

lady Coniers. .
: Lady
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Lady Harrmgton ina few weeks fet.
out for London; but finding the party
had left it, they followed them into,
Suffex, and reached the noble old man-;
fion of the Brownes, of which Jady Ma-.
tilda was now miftrefs, and were re-,
ceived by her with all the joy thae.
friendfhip could infpire.

Lady Harrington one day faid to hcr
_friend, I wifh, my dear lady Matilda,
« that this whimfical old lord had not
“ left you this magnificent place, for
*¢ then we might have had fome chance
«¢ of your living with us at the Abbey.”
—=¢¢1 fhould have been extremely happy
¢ with you,” returned lady Matilda;
“ but as the man did take the whim
“ into his head, I will certainly end my
¢¢ days here. ‘This fpot, my dear friend,
““was the birth-place of my anceftors,
“ My grandfather, I have heard, was a
“ very gallant fea-officer, who fought
‘“and died nobly in defence of his
K3 . ¢ country.
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“ country. His memory will always
 be particularly dear to me, becaufe
¢¢ he was loyal, brave, and poor; and I
¢ am affured that he was providentially
¢ laid upon the bed of honour (he died
« with his fword in his hand, which is
«¢ certainly honourable), when I reflect
« what a high-fpirited man muft feel
¢ at being neglected by his relations for
¢ marrying a woman of fmall fortune,
¢ when his own was not larger. " With
“ my mother’s ftory you are well ac-
« quainted ; and happy was it for her
¢ that fhe left this troublefome world
¢« fo young; for why fhould we be
« afraid of dying, ¢ feeing that death,
¢ 3 neceflary end, will come when it
¢« will come ?”” and here, my dear lady
« Harrington, I intend my old bones
¢ fhall lie. Your charming family, the
« Coniers, and as many as I can enjoy,
« 1 will fee; but I hate the flattery of
“ unmeaning people, and do not like to

¢ be
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¢ be perpetually in company. No,
¢ the remainder of my life thall be
« fpent in what I cali an elegant retire~
“ ment. To-morrow I will fetle ‘my
« affairs with you, .then all my other
« worldly concerns, and I fhall after-
« wards have nothing to do but to pre-
e pare mylelf for a better world, exer~
« « cife my benevolence among my poor
« neighbours, and amufe myfelf in my’
* own way, for I am now old and too
« obftinate to be put out of it.  Simple
« amufements and fimple pleafures are
“ the joy of our childhood, and the
« comfort of declining age.—My farm
« and my garden are objects-which will
« take up much of my leifure in the fine -
“ feafon ;. and I truft my library and:
¢« work will employ me in bad: weather.
« Thus I intend to divide my time, till
« amufement and life fhall end together.”

K6 . The
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. The next day lady Matilda was re-
folved to fettle her family affairs, and
lady Harrington gave her up the title-
deeds of her cftate. ¢¢ Thefe,” fhe
faid, taking them, ¢ fhall go to that
¢¢ good man, my father’s relation, Mr.
¢ Devereux; I have more from lord
« Montacute than I canfpend. Do not
¢ give me any money, lady Harrington,
« for I am well affured of your having
¢¢ been a faithful fteward, and will take
“ no account of it; but requeft itasa
¢ favour, that you will give it to your
¢« daughters, as a proof of my friend-
¢ fhip to their mother.”—¢ My dear.
¢ madam, you are not aware what ‘a
« fum you have to receive.”~¢ Give
« it to your daughters, fny dear lady
¢ Harrington; ard if it were  three
« times as much, I fhould rejoice: as
« they are upon the eve of marriage,
« permit me to add it to their for-
¢ tunes.”

“SO
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-« So foon as we arrive at' the Abbey,
¢ J]ady Matilda, the weddings will take
« place ; and nothing could make me fo
¢ happy as your accompanying us.” ==
. <« If I can add to your happinefs; it muft
« give me pleafure ; therefore I attend
“ you.” '

They departed for the Abbey, ac-
companied by lady Lifle and her daugh-
ter, colonel Vere, and fir Henry
Wingfield.

Bridget was determined, the day
after their arrival, to ftep to farmer,
Hawthorn’s, and carry a letter from his.
daughter, whom lady Matilda had left
il in Suffex. She had not got two
hundred yards on her way through the
park when the met with the head keeper.

~-¢¢ Ah, Mr. Jones! how do you do?
€4 You know, Mr. Jones, that every
€ body ‘is going into the world except
£¢ youand I.” == ¢ What, is the old wo=
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¢ man, the lady I mean, that lived in the
*¢ White Cottage, going to marry 2" —
s¢ Blefs your heart, no,” faid Bridget;
¢ Sut all our young gentry are, except
¢« the captain. Well, we fhall have fine
« riumphing and frying of bread. As -
« for myfelf, I fhall give up being wait-
* ing-gentiewoman, and live upon my
*“ means; for by good houfewifery 1
* have picked up enough to keep me
“ comfcitably as loag as I live.” —
* Pok, never give itup ; why, youlcok
** row as fit for vour place as ever you
« Jil. and in my mind as frefh as ever.”
A ber came up, and was telling the
xeeper that e hzd marked off the fawr..
* Weil, chiid,” faid Brdget, “and
* wkhie if ycu have 7 Yco fhould never
“ ditturb your mafter when he is bufy.”
% Why, ke 225°d me to come,” faid
boy, ¢ whea I had marked them
was o kve; or tow fhoud we
.kmow wler we te right ' — < Go,
€% Qi e keeper, * I will give

& frther
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« farther ordcrs by and by.” — It is
« very loncly walkmg acrofs the park,”
{aid Bridget ; ¢ thefe great treeslook fo
** melancholy to me who have been in
« London; but I muft go and carry
« farmer Hawthorn a letter from his
« daughter Saliy.” — « How does that
« pretty cherry-checked girl do?” —
“ Why, fhe has not one farthing’s worth
«¢ of beauty about her.” — ¢ Well,” he
* faid, ¢ there may be others as clever
« as fhe ; nay, I know thofe that I fhould
¢ like better in the way of marriagé;
« but fhe is a fmart lafs for all that,” —
* Yes, but you can’t think what an ex-
« cellent place fhe has with lady-Ma-
« tilda. Sally would not leave her to
“ be a queen.”— ¢ She won’t have the
« trial of that, Mrs. Bridget; but if
¢ you are fo melancholy, fhall I walk
¢ with you ?” —c¢ Yes, if you plcaﬁ:,
« for. * tis very Iomy'amc going by one’s
$ fclf » e Lo :
i The



;nany yc;rs hard labour ; ;ct he was -
young enough and ftrong enough to' be
keeper twenty or thirty years longer ;

aye, or forty ; indeed, he could not fay
how long, for he felt himfelf quite hale

and hearty. “Now what do you fay to it ?
« come, don’t be long confidering; f'or

«once before, fifteen years ago, a
¢« wife flipped through my fingers when
« I thought myfelf fure of her.” —
\ Ah ! faid Bridget, < how was it ?*’ =
« Why
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¢t Why, when the day came, which fhe
¢¢ had appointed herfelf, I put on my beft
¢ clothes, with the ring and every thing
“in my pocket, and walked four miles
* to her father’s houfe ; but on my go-
‘“ing up to her, the looked at me as
‘¢ grim as a cat, and told me that I was
“ too late, for the had married a gentle=~
“ man’s butler.” =« And what did you
¢ do " ==« Why, I wentintoa mortal
¢ paflion ; the houfe was full of folks,
«¢ and they all Jaughed ; however, I al-
* moft broke his bones, (the fellowthat
¢ married her I mean,) came home with
“ my clothes fpoiled, and went to bed,
¢« where I lay three or four days fulky.
« At laft I got the better of it, and
¢ whiftled and went about my bufinefs
«¢ as ufual ; but I could not get it out of
«“ my head for a long time.” — «It
“ muft be afad thing to be croffed in
¢ love,” faid Bridget. Aye, he faid,-
fo it muft; but this could not be called .
croffed
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croffed in love, it was only crofied in
marriage, for fure enough if the girl had
died with a broken heart he muft have
died t00; as it was, he was only in 2
palton, and could have fAayed them ali
alive, Aftera great deal of converfation
conceraing the fettlement of their goods,
they agreed to marry, and to have every
thing written down in dlack and white.

~ In the evening, Bridget communicat-
ed this momentous affair to her yoimg
Iadies, who had no objection, and pro-
mifed her their patronage. She then
talked of having every thing fetded un-
der bis hand upon paper, or fo going
to church for her ;_fafe bind fafe find, and
both gentle and fimple fhould make the
beft bargain they could. ¢ Why, you
«talk of bargaining,” faid Marilda,
¢ as if you were buying and felling theep,
¢t and not as if you were to pafs your
"« life with a faithful friend.” — As to
that, the had heard that folks were not

always
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always friends when #hey had married 3
and as for being faithful, fhe would truft
a dog for that before any man in Eng-
land. She then confeffed that fhe was
forty-nine latt April; but fhe fhould
not care who knew her age when once
fhe was. fafe in the park-houfe,, She
then left the room in perfe@& good-hu-
mour with herfelf and all the world.

" ¢ Happy creatures that we are!”

faid Mifs Harrington. ¢ Bridget’s con-

“ fequence has ever appeared to me to

«arife from her looking ten years

« younger than fhe really is.” — « It
¢ matters not,” replied her fifters ; ¢¢ for

“ mankind in genéral are a vain-glo-
« rious race ; ; and if a duchefs be fond
_% of her elegant form, why fhould not
«¢ Bridget pique herfelf upon her ftrong

« white teeth, and her round plump’

« jovial- looking face? 1Is it not as

“ natural and quite as fenfible? We

“« arc all ahkc, my dear fifter, however

« different



were figned in her way ;. fhe reccwcd
the old wardrobe, a cow to keep in'the
park, and many other prefents, whlch
were very agreeable to her. :

They all went to the parith church,.
where the ceremony was performed by
the good Mr. Butler. Lord Harrington

gave away his fon and his daughterse. The
captain
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<aptain prefented Mrs. Bridget to Mr.
Jones the park-keeper. Great hofpitality
and good-humour reigned at the Abbey
for fome time, after which lady Matilda
went to her old manfion in Suflfex, to
gladden the poor ; lady Lifle, with her
fon and daughter, to her jointure-houfe ;
eolonel Vere and his bride to lord Ox-
ford’s ; and fir Henry Wingfield carried
the elegant Matilda to his feae in Suffolk,
Lord and lady Harrington remained
quictly at the Abbey, diffufing bleflings
around them ; the captain was occafion-
ally with them and with his regiment.

_ Hiftory farther informs us, that the
above-mcntioned perfonages were as
happy as it is poffible for human crea- -
tures to be ; that they gradually funk
into their peaceful gravés; and, as is
generally the cafe, many of their greats
grandfons and great-grand-daughters arg
living at this day.



Sécondly, the horribly grand is not’
fufficiently worked up to make your
hair ftand on end, your fleth creep upon’
your bones, or your eye-balls ftart from
their fockets ; all which, I fuppofe, are
very agreeable fenfations; 1 fuppofe
this, I fay, becaufe I never had: the fcll-
city of fcclmg them,

Sy e

Thirdly,



t ..2“‘ ] .
“Thirdly, I am apprehenfive that there
. 4s not love enough; fuch as converfae
tions upon that fubje® which might
enliven or deprefs the fpirits for four
or five hundred pages together, and at
laft leave the fair tender-hearted reader
in tears. If I could have fucceeded in
the pathetic, however fertile my imagi-
nation and tender my feelings may be,
yet I never could have written them;
for know, gentle compaflionate Lady,
that 1 wear ‘fpeftacles. I muft have
taken them off, pulled my cambric
handkerchief out of my pocket, and
wiped the tears from them every two
minutes. Under fuch circumftances,

the work would never have been ac-
complifhed. .

Fourthly, if I had ever feen a ghoft,
or any thing like one, you fhould have
had it. But not having a proper idea

- of
























